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PREFACE 


A full description of die birth of civilization in the Near East 
would require a work many times the size of the present book. 
We have concentrated on the social and political innovations in 
which the great change became manifest. These bear most directly 
on the questions to which the appearance of die first civilised 
societies gives rise ; yet they have received less attention than the 
concomitant changes in the fields of technology and the am. the 
manifestations of religion, or the invention of writing. In so far 
as technological and artistic developments reveal social and political 
conditions, wc have taken them into account; but we have not 
attempted to describe them in detail, and have kept our subject 
within manageable limits by a somewhat strict interpretation of 
the word civilization. While it is true that the terms “ civilization " 
and " culture M count as synonyms in general usage, and that every 
distinction therefore remains arbitrary, there are etymological 
reasons for preferences in their use. The word “culture," with 
its overtones of something irrational, something grown rather than 
made, is preferred by those who study primitive peoples* The word 
" civilization," on the other hand, appeals to those who consider 
man in the first place as homo politico, and it Is in this sense that wc 
would have our title understood, 

A question which wc have left unanswered is that of origins. 
The reader will find that in trimming the ramifications of histoncal 
beginnings wc have exposed the trunks rather than the roots of 
Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilization. To what extent can 
their roots be known ; what were the forces that brought them 
into being ? I think that the historian must deem this question 
unanswerable. It can but lead him astray in the direction of quari- 
philosophical speculations, or tempt Itim to give pseudo-srientilic 
answers. It is the latter alternative which has done most harm, 
for time and again such changes as an increase in food-production 
or technological advances (both, truly enough, coincidental with 
the rise of civilization) have been supposed to explain how civiliza¬ 
tion became possible. This misconception bars the road to a deeper 
understanding. For Whitehead s words are valid for past and 
present alilre ■ 
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tn tact age of the world distinguished by high activity there will 
he found at is culmination, 2nd among the agenda leading 10 that 
culmination, some profound cosmological outlook, implkidy accepted, 
impressing its own type upon the current springs of action. This ultimate 
cosmology is only partly expressed* and the details of such expression 
issue into derivative specialized questions . . . which conceal a general 
agreement upon first principles almost too obvious to need expression, 
and almost too general to be capable of expression. In each period there 
is a general form of the forms of thought; and, like the air we breathe* 
such a form is so translucent, and so pervading, and so seemingly neces¬ 
sary, that only by extreme effort can we become aware of iid 

It is this effort which the historian cannot shirk, nor h there a 
short ait to the understanding of an alien past ; but I believe that 
the comparative study of parallel phenomena leads most surely 
to an elucidation of manliest and implicit form. 

I have confined mysdf to Egypt and Mesopotamia, the cultural 
centres of the Ancient Near East; for m the peripheral regions 
civilization arose late and was always, to some extent, derivative. 
.Egypt* too* was influenced by Mesopotamia during its formative 
period, but without losing its distinct and highly individual character. 
This matter of early cultural contact is of such importance for our 
problem that I have discussed the relevant evidence in an Appendix. 

The following chapters arc expanded venioru of lectures 
delivered at Indiana University, Bloomington, in the winter of 
an the Patten Foundation. 1 am grateful to Dr, Helene j. 
Kantor, of the Oriental Institute* the University of Chicago, for 
generously providing me wkh the drawings for Figures 1 and 4 , 

H* Frankfort 

Warburg Institute, 

UmvERSmr o? London 
17 December; [950 


1 A + N. Whitehead, Advtrmnci fjfc&t (Pcticiu Boob, Louden, pp. jo-i_ 



CONTENTS 


PSLEPACf y 

Let op Ilujstsations n 

I- The STtmr of Ancient Civilizations if 

H. The P&iffisTOftT op Tim Ancient Neab East 33 

III. Tile Cities of Mesopotamia 45 

TV. Egvpt, the Kingdom of the Two Lands yB 

Appendix, TLe Influence of Mnupoturda on Egypt 

to wards the End of tlir Foyrdi Millriiiuiim ilc* 10C 

CmoNotOGlCAL Table 1 11 

Indbx 11 j 


it 









LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 


i A, Bone sickle haft with end carved m form of animal’s 
(goat's) head, and groove for inserting Hints, cm. 
long, from Mughaaet tl-Kcbarah* Natufian {Journal 
of the Pj>ydi Anthropological Institute, LXIT |ip3i) + 

Plate XX VR l) iC 

t 8. Upper part of bone sickle haft with carting of a young 
drtr T about 11 cm. long, from Mugharet d-Wad, Lower 
Natufran (D. A. E. Garrod and D. ML A- Bale, TAr 
Stone Age of Mount Carmel t VoL 1 [Chtfoid, 1937], 

Plate XUL 3 } 1 6 

1 C. Upper part of bone sickle haft with end carved in form of 
human figure and groove, ja H 8 cm- Jong, 60m Sialk 
in Persia (R. Ghirshman, Fouillti de $ialk m VoL I 
[Paris, 193 ft], Plate LIV P l) Jti 

1 Dk Sickle of wood with cumng edge of flints, $1.5 on, Jong, 
from the Fa yum (G* Caion-Thompson and E. W. 
Gardner, The DesertFayum [London, 1934], Plate XXX) 16 

I E Wooden sickle of the First Dynasty with cutting edge of 
flincs. 45 em + long, from Saqqara (Walter B. Emery, 

The Tomb of Memoka [Cairo, 1936], Plate XV, D) 16 

2, Camp site at Hasstina {Journal of Near Eastern Studies. IV 

fI 945 ]i Fig- *?} 1* 

3, Papyrus swamp on the Upper Nile (Courtesy of Natural 

History Mmoiin, New York) 17 

4, Chart of the sequence of predynasric and protodytiastk 

remains, by Dr. Helene J. Kantor, Oriental Insatute T 
Umversiry of Chicago M 

S- Sculptured trough in the British Museum (W. Andrae, 

Das Gctteihaur und die Urformm dn Bourns lm alien 
Orient [Berlin, 1930], Plate H) aj 

6. Marsh Arabs in Southern Iraq (Photo Underwood) 2j 

7. Clay objects of the Al Ubaid period, from Tell Uqtir, in the 

Iraq Museum, Baghdad {Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 

11 [mi% Plate XVI) 3i 

ti 


11 


THE BUTE OF CIVILIZATION IN THE NEAR EAST 


8. The " White Temple IP qa its riggurat n Eredi vet- 

taujiger Berich f Abhmdlungm der Prtumschen Alutdemie 
der W'mtnubifttn, 1937, PhiL-Hiit H Klisse, Plate 40b) 32 

9. Semi-cngagcd columns covered with cone mosaic (Drifter 

verlSufigcr Bcrkhtf Abbandbatga* drr Preussischm Akademie 
der Wlsstnsihajien, 1932, PtuL-HisL fClastt. Plate I) 33 

10. Colonnade oji platform at Erech (ibid., Plate fl) 40 

U, The [ihtar ziggurat at Efcdi in Assyrian time} (W. Andrac* 

in Otio # HanJbmh der Arckaeohgie, Plate 144) 40 

XZ. Cult relief* &om Assuf (W. Audric + Kultreitef aus Jem 

Btostmm da -dawfffiTtijwJlf zu Assur [1931], Plate l) 41 

13 . The development of Mesopotamian writing (J, H. Breasted. 

/lader*# Times, and ed. [Boston. 1935]* Fig, 3 d) 4& 

14. Impression of a cylinder seal of the Protolitente period 
showing bulls and ears of barley (Frankfort,. Cylinder 
Stah [London* 1939], Plate VA) 49 

IJ* Impression of a cylinder seal of the Protoliterate period 
showing offerings of fruit., vases, etc,, being made to the 
mother-goddess (iiid. p Plate Vr) 49 

l(S* Impression of a cylinder seal of the Protolitcrate period 

showing frieze of monsters (ftidL, Plate Vk) 49 

17™ lS* Front and back of the stone figure of a ram in the Babylonian 
Collection* Yale University (Courtesy of Yale University 
Art Gallery), length 21J cm., btrgk, tj.S ctn. 49 

19. Early Dynastic temple at Khafajah (P* Ddougu, The 

temple Oval at Kkafq jfdA [Chicago, 1940]* Frontispiece) 56 

20. Copper model of primitive chariot, from Tell Agrab 

(Courtesy, Oriental Institute, U mvmUy of Chicago)* 
height 7^2 cm. ^ 

ai. Alabaster figure of the Early Dynastic period* from 
IChafajab (Frankfort* Mere Sculpture firm the Diytrhi 
Region (Chicago* 1943 ] t Frontispiece)* height 7,2 cm* 57 

22. Head of an Akkadian ruler, from Nineveh (Courtesy of 

Department of Antiquities, Baghdad) 57 

aj~24* The Gebel d Arak knife handle (Louvte ‘ J^untd of 

Egyptian Archaeology, V (1919), Plate XXXII) 64 

*5- The Humeri* palette (British Museum and Louvre ; Caput, 

Primitive An m Egypt, zji, Fig. 170) tfj 



turr OP IL£OTT 1 ATIONS I3 

2 6 . Macehead ting PP Scorpion + * (Courtesy of Ajhmolcan 

Museum, Grfbrd) 73 

37 - 23 * Palette of King Narraer (Cum Museum ; photograph* of 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art* New York) 73 and So 

39. Harvesting scenes, from the tomb of Ti* Old Kingdom, 
about 1400 BlCL (Wrefzirkiti b Atlas zur Altoegyptischat 
Kvkirtgctthkkt. m. Place 49} 3 r 

30. Agricultural scenes from the tomb of Menna, New King* 
dom, about I4OQ B-C> (Wttszfrttfch Alias zur Aliatgyp- 
tischen Knhutgeu:kkhtc t 1 , Place 231} 88 

IX. Plan of workmen's village at Tell el A m,arm , about 1360 
b.c, fPcct and Woolley, The Cky cf Akhenateti, l Plate 
16) H 

32. Impression of a Mesopotamian cylinder from Egypt 
(Berlin; Sdurff, Aktrtiimer der V&r- md Frtihzek 
Aegyptetu, 1919, Plate aj, No. 135} 96 

33-34, Impressions of two cylinder seals of the second half of the 
Protohtcratc period, from Ktiafajali (Courtesy of 
Oriental Institute, University of Chicago) 96 

3J, Wooden cylinder leal of the First Dynasty, from Abydos 

(Berlin ; Sdurff op. dr., Plate 27 T No. 48) 96 

36- Impression of Kg 3S 96 

37. Cylindrical funerary amulet (Berlin ; SrhariT, ep. rif + * 

Plate *6, No. 143) 96 

38. Impression of fig. 37, showing long-haired. man seated at 

offering table 96 

jg. Cylindrical funerary amulet showing seated man (Berlin; 

Sdurff* op. of,. Plate 26, No, 146) 96 

*0-41. Flint knife with gold-foil handle, from Gcbcl ct Tarif 
(Cairo ; J + E QuibeU* Aukdc Objects [Cairo, 1903], 

p. m) 

4a. Two buddings, with recesses and toweo* of the First 
Dynasty in Egypt, and a seal impression of the second 
half of the Protoliterate period, from Khafajih (Amcficm 
journal of Semitic Languages and Urerawm, LVHI {1941], 

Plate l w a, b) 97 

43, Stela of King Djct of the First Dynasty (Louvre) 97 




14 


THE HJRTH OF OYTHZATIQN IN THE N1A5 EAST 


44, Three building* with recesses, rendered on monuments of 
the First Dynasty in Egypt, and three Mesopotamian 
cylinder-scaJ impressions of die ProEoliterare period 
(Amerkm Journal of Semitic Languages eitd Literatures, 

LV[|] [ 194 * 1 * Vhtt 341, fig, 7) 97 

4 $. Plan of the lfc White Temple M on the archaic zigguiat at 

Erech [Acker voiimifigcr Berkht, 1937, Pbte 19b) 97 

46. Flan of the Tomb of Hcmaka at Sahara (W, 0 . Emery. 

The Tcmh of Nemaha, Plate I) 97 

47. Tomb ornamented with recesses, at Abu Roush (IG?mi + Vlt 

\m&]> Plate Xb) *04 

48. Recesses of the H "While Temple Pr at fircch (Drawn after 

Axhter vorlmfiger Berths, 1937, Pbte 146) 104 

49. Wooden coffin imitating a recessed building with round 

wooden beams, from Tarkhan (Petrie, TtfriAtm, I, Pbte 
XXVIII) 104 

50. Recessed tomb with round wooden beams, of the pint 

Dynasty* at Abu Roash {Kend f VU [1938], p. 40, Fig. 9) 104 

SI* Map of the Ancient Near East, from the Westminster 
Historical Atlas to the Bible (The Westminster Press, 
[FUUddpbu, 1945]. 22 J05 


L THE STUDY OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 


Octr subject is die birth of dirilization in die Near Em, We 
shill not* therefore, consider the question how civilization in the 
abstract became possible, I do not think there is an answer to that 
question; in any case it is a philosophical rather than a historical 
one. Bur it may be said that die material wc are going to discuss 
has a unique bearing on it all the same. For the emergence of 
Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilization has some claim to bong 
considered as the birth of civilization in a general sense. It is true 
that die transition from primitive to civilized conditions has 
happened more than once ; but the change has mostly been induced 
—or at least furthered—by contact with more advanced foreigners. 
Wc know of only three instances where the event may have been 
spontaneous : in the andsit Near East, in China* and in South 
and Middle America* However, the genesis of the Maya and Inca 
civilisations is obscure* and for China we must count with the 
possibility—some would ay the likelihood—of a stimulus from 
the West* But no appeal to foreign influence can explain the 
emergence of civilized societies, in Egypt ^nd Mesopotamia, since 
these lands were the first to rise above a universal level of primitive 
existence. 

In the sequel we shall leave ibis aspect of our subject to one 
side i in other words* though the fret that in rhe Near East civiliza¬ 
tion arose spontaneously* and for the first time im parts a particular 
weight and splendour to the events, we are specifically concerned 
with the events themselves. And here, at the very outset, a difficulty 
must be faced. 

It seems easy to deal in a general way with civilizations as 
entities ; at least this is commonly done. Arnold Toynbee* in his 
Study History* distinguishes without hesitation twenty-one civiliza¬ 
tions— 11 specimens of the species/' belonging to the 4 * genus 
societies '*—by what he believes to be an empirical method. But 
consider the problem which arises when we want to study the 
genesis of any one civilization in particular ? Wc cannot merely 
assume that it is an entity and has a recognizable character of its 
own i wc arc bound to make that character explicit in order that 
we may decide when and where it emerged* 

This problem is hardly ever envisaged by those who arc best 
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acquainted with the actual remains of antiquity. The ardiaeologist 
h either occupied with disentangling successive phases its his stratified 
material m t or he constructs from his finds a (airly continuous story 
of man's increasing skill and enterprise. In this context the questions 
u^cfi and u*ky we arc entitled to speak of the existence of Egyptian 
or Sumerian (i,e. early Mesopotamian) civilization seem of secondary 
importance. On the other hand* the philologist docs not encounEja: 
the question at all. For him, Sumerian or Egyptian civilization 
exists from the moment when texts war written in these languages. 

Our problem is pre-eminently a historical one, and it has, 
accordingly* two aspects: that of identity and that of tkmtgL 
^hat constitutes the individuality of a civilization, its recognizable 
character, its idenury which is maintained throughout the successive 
stages oi its existence ? What* on the other hand, are dif changes 
differentiating one stage from the next ? We are not, of course, 
looking for a formula; the character of a civilization is for too 
elusive to be reduced to a catchword. We recognize it in a certain 
coherence among its various manifestations, a certain consistency 
in its orientation* a certain cultural " style " which shapes h$ political 
and its jndirial institutions* its art as well as its literature, id religion 
as well as its morals. 1 propose to call elusive identity of a 
d vibration its form. It is this ki form 11 which is never destroyed 
although it change in the course of rime. And it changes partly 
as a result of inherent factors—development—partly aj a result 
of external forces—historical incidents. I propose to call the total 
of these changes the " dynamics * of a civilization* 

The interplay of form and dynamics constitutes the history of a 
civilization and raises the question—which hes outride our present 
inquiry'—to what extent the form of a dvdirarion may determine 
its destiny. 

For the moment, die distinction of form and dynamics enables 
us to bring some clarity into the problems connected with out 
present subject, die birth of Near Eastern dvilriatioEL Under the 
aspect of 11 form ** we may ask : what actually does appear when 
this civilization coma into bang ? Is its form established pieces 
+ ^ whence comes the coherence which 

it throughout its historical existence? Under die aspect of 
“ dynamic* JJ we may ask : is the emergence of this civilization a 
gradual process ? Are earlier dements transmuted or combined 
by degrees, or is the peculiar coherence of a mature civilization the 
outcome of a sudden and intense change, a crisis fo which its form^ 
undeveloped but potentially a whole-cry'stillizcs out* or rather. 
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is bom ? The title of this bonk indicates the answer which I think the 
evidence compels us to accept as correct. But, before we consider 
the evidence, it will be profitable to discuss certain current opinions. 
For if it is true — as we have said before—that those best acquainted 
with the ancient Near East have rarely found occasion to consider 
onr problem, it is equally true, of course, that wc are no t the first 
to discuss it 

Curiously enough, die two men who have devoted their life’s 
work to the problem of the genesis of civilization have done so 
under a compelling awareness of its decline. Oswald Spcnglcr 
and Arnold Toynbee both wrote under the shadow of an impending 
world war ; and their work is, to some extent, warped by their 
preoccupation with decay*, Oswald Spcnglcr s Decline of the H'ejf 
was first published in 1917 and bears the sub-tide. Outline of a 
Morphology of World History. 1 This indicates that the aspect of form 
(as wc have called it) is fully considered in his work. In this resides, 
as a matter of fact, the element of lasting worth of hb sensational, 
arrogant, and pompous volumes. They were written as a reaction 
against the prevalent view of history which was prejudiced in two 
respects t it considered world history exclusively from die western 
standpoint; and it presumed, with evolutionary optimism, that 
history exemplified the progress of humanity. For Spcngkr the 
word “ humanity ” is merely an empty phrase. The great civiliza¬ 
tions are unconnected. They arc self-contained organisms of so 
individual a nature that people who belong to one cannot under¬ 
stand the achievements and modes of thought of another. He main¬ 
tains that not even in science docs knowledge show accumulations 
transcending the limits of one civilization. 

It would seem that under such conditions world history is not 
feasible at all. and this has, in fact, been maintained by no less a 
hkm rian than Emst Trodtsch. 1 But Spcnglcr thinks otherwise 
because he applies biological methods to the study of civilizations. 
The very word " morphology ."which figures in his sub-title, usually 
denotes the study of form and structure in plants and animals; 
it wares us to expect biological categories and these, indeed, abound. 
For instance, Spcnglcr maintains that in different civilizations 
we can find not analogues —features similar as regards function— 

1 O- Spender, Dtt Umtrgmg -id.; xpjo), 

1H+ Dec Aiiftuu dcr rwpplhdjcti Kulwgaciucfate/* SdunoUcn JaMutk 
%sf Gtxttgtbungi. Vrtwahmg and Vttkjufirisxhofi im Dru^k™ Rxkfe, XUV 
{*$*>). 63 j E 
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but only homologucs —features similar a* regards form. He also 
maintains that the Ufc-cycic of each civilization runs through the 
same phases i youth, maturity, and senescence. This implies 
that a comparison of corresponding phases in different civilizations 
may be instructive, but that it is merely confusing to compare 
phases which do not correspond ; for then one is led to expect, 
for instance, than an ageing civilization (like our own) might yet 
be able to produce great poetry or a live religion, which arc features 
peculiar to civilizations in their youthful stage. 

The birth of civilization is succinctly described by Spenglcr in 
the following passage : 

It comes into flower on the soil of a precisely definable region, to 
which it remains linked with a plant-like attachment. A civilization 
dies when it has realized the sum total of its potentialities in the guise of 
peoples, languages, theologies, aits, states, sciences, 1 

I have omitted certain untranslatable references to an utsttMusfttr 
Zmtani from which civilizations are supposed to emerge and to 
which rhfir "souls” return- For the quotation shows dearly 
that Spenglcr, notwithstanding these irrational additions, writes, 
like Toynbee, under the spell of the nineteen th century and attempts 
to interpret history in die terms of science. Even if we admit 
chat the country in which a civilization arises influences its form, 
we must balk at Spenglcr'* formulation (repeated elsewhere in 
hii work, e.g, I, a?) which approaches materialistic determinism. 
By interpreting the harmony between each civilization and its 
natural setting in this manner, he denies a freedom of the human 
spirit which—to name but one instance — the achievements of the 
Greeks in Sicily and southern Italy splendidly vindicate. 

In describing the death of a civilization Spenglcr is likewise 
under the spell of scientific notions. This is not obvious : in fact, 
Spenglcr’* success is largely due to the plausibility of some of his 
most imaginative statements. We feel that it makes sense, even 
chat it is illiiminanng, to speak of a youthful, or ageing, or dying 
civilization. But for Spenglcr such phrases are not metaphors ; 
and when he speaks (a* in the previous quotation) of a civilization*! 
dying “ when it has realized the sum total of its potentialities," 
he believes that he refers to a state of affairs as inevitable and as 
accurately predictable as the withering of a plant. He actually 
calls civilizations " living beings of the highest order," * and he 
undertakes to state with precision which phenomena characterize 
1 0, Spotgkx. op. cil. + !„ U}. 1 O, Spcogktp cp. dt f h 29, 
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cadi stage in their life-cycle. For Eum, an imperialistic and socialistic 
order follow a traditional and hierarchical society ; expanding 
technique arid trade Follow greatness in art, music, and literature 
as certainlv as the dispersal of the seeds follows the maturing of a 
plant w'hich will never flower again. But to take the biological 
metaphor literally, to grant in this manner reality to an image, is 
not morphology' but mythology ; and it is belief, not knowledge, 
which induces Spongier to deny the freedom of the spirit and the 
unpredictability of human bdiaviour. 

Spenglcr substitutes the mystery of natural life for the dynamics 
of history which he, therefore, fails entirely to explain. 1 But to 
the aspect of " form " he has done justice as few before him. Here 
too, however, lie goes much too far. It is one thing to stress the 
singularity of each great epoch of the past as a prerequisite of deeper 
understanding, and quite another to declare the discontinuity of 
cultural achievements to be absolute. Had the first been Spengler’s 
intention, no one who liad once comprehended the uniqueness of 
a historical situation, a work of art, or an institution, would have 
quarrelled with his dictum : “ Each civilization has its own possi¬ 
bilities of expression, which appear, mature and wither, and never 
recur." * When be states, furthermore, " I see in worlrt-history 
the image of a perennial configuration and transfiguration, a 
wonderful formation and dissolution of organic forms. The 
professional historian, however, sees in it the image of a tape-worm 
which tirelessly puts forth period after period" there is enough 
truth in this scathing remark for it to strike home. Ir is a negative 
truth, but it is born of a true perception of the poverty of our 
usual view of history as an evolutionary process. Tltis view 
encourages us to project the axioms, habits of thought, and norms 
of the present day into the past, which, as a result, seems to contain 
litdc that is unfa miliar to us. It is remarkable how rarely historians 
of ancient or alien civilizations have guarded themselves against 
that danger. In this respect Herodotus was more perspicacious : 
he realized that the values of different cultures may be incommen¬ 
surate when he frankly epitomized his description of An dent 
Egypt in the statement that its laws and customs were, on the 
whole, die opposite of those of the rest of mankind,* This peculiar 

1 Spender's position is t&valufsEetl in hu own terms by Bergson's entuum 
of a detenmiuttre view of life in lurure, 

* O. Spenglcr, ibid. Leopold von Ranke ku expressed a amiLir idea m the 
tpkodii and simple phrase. “ All* Epwhm sud unmwrctbtf m Curt." 

* Hilary n, 
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tntegtanon of the facts satisfied a Greet facing Barbarians* We. 
however K seek understanding. We can be resigned neither to 
registering astonishment nor to accepting the solution which a 
misconceived regard for objectivity sometimes proposes: a mere 
chronicling of the facts. We cannot rest content when we know 
that die Egyptians considered their king a god* entombed him 
in a pyramid, buried cats and dogs, and mummified their dead. 
We want to recover the cultural * 4 form ** in which these odd 
phenomena find rheir proper place and meaning* But it h a 
laborious, and never completed* task to rediscover the original 
coherence of a past mode of life from the surviving remains, 
Speuglcr attempts short cuts ; overrating the extent of his truly 
remarkable erudition, and h for the rest, misting recklessly his 
mtuition* he forces the evidence to fit the schemata which he has 
conceived He describes, for instance, the bearer of Egyptian 
civilization as follows: 

The Egyptian soul—pre-eminently gifted for and inclined towards 
history, striving with primeval passion towards the infinite—experienced 
past and future as its mare universe, and the present . , . but as a narrow 
borderland between two measureless distances. The Egyptian civiHza^ 
non is an embodiment of concem-^tlie soul's correlate of distance— 
concern with the future, manifest in die choice of granite and basalt 
as the material for sculpture, in the engraved documents, in the clabora¬ 
don of a masterly system of admitiistraiioc and a net of irrigation works ; 
of necessity a concern with the past is linked with this concern for the 
future. 1 

I hold this image of ancirnr Egypt evoked by Spenglcr to be 
totally at variance with the evidence, 1 have recently interpreted 
dais evidence and described how (to take up the point* raised by 
Spongier) the Egyptians hid very little sense of history or of past 
and future. For they conceived their world as essentially static 
and unchanging. Ir had gone forth complete from the hands of 
the Creator. Historical incidents were, consequently, no more 

1 O, Spongier. ep. rit> r t. 15. incidentally, this quotation illujcmes the very 

pnlnE at mut by ern phaifcmg the almost insuperable difficulty of fertnuhlijig 
an dim mode of thought. In ruaipcMmg the words of a German contemporary 
I have been obliged 10 blur his thought! and lose dudes of meaning at almost 
every itcp: Serb, tmittem hitieriMh mmbtgi. mwcklith Utfenxhtft, Serge, 
derive dieir ovenons and deepest meaning from a xvotid of thought which 
mduilci, At the very 1 «k* German hceraturc of the romantic period ; Ebcse 
terms, therefore, hardly tor translating, U it obviom that the disparity of 
ttmu niil concrptj u iHtnifiajimlih greater where an oionu rivilizaiioo 
h concerned. 
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than superficial disturbances of the established order, or recurring 
events of never-dianging significance. The post and the future— 
far from being a mailer of concern—were wholly implicit in the 
present; and the odd facts enumerated above—the divinity of 
animals and kings, die pyramids * mummification—as well as 
several other and seemingly unrelated features of Egyptian civiliza¬ 
tion—in moral maxims, the forms peculiar to its poetry and prose- 
can all be understood is a result of a basic conviction that only die 
changeless is mdy significant 1 I do not offer this summary as a 
formula by means of which Egyptian civilization becomes compre¬ 
hensible, for it explain* nothing by itself and does not pretend 
to replace the detailed and concrete description of Egyptian life 
and thought which it summarizes. Nor cm even such a detailed 
description ever be final or entirely comprehensive* l do hold 
that a viewpoint whence many seemingly unrelated facts are seen 
to acquire meaning and coherence is likely to represent a historical 
reality' ; it least, 1 know of no belter definition of historical truth- 
But each new insight discloses new complexities which now 
demand duridation, while at all times a number of fkts are 
likely to remain outside any network to be established- How¬ 
ever, if our view u true as far as it goes, then Spcngleris view 
is baseless. 

Spenglers lack of respect far the phenomena ha* a twofold 
cause- It is due in pan to his overweening conceit, in part to his 
lack of experience. Like Toynbee, he is truly familiar only with 
classical antiquity and its western descendant. His Urmmsch, his 
4 * primordial man/' is the Greek or the Aryan Indian. 1 He ignores 
altogether the work of those who have ventured outside the id miliar 
in order to meet an alien spirit on i is own terms—*hc anthropologists, 
or, more precisely, the ethnologists or cultural anthropologists- 
These scholars have come up againu behaviour defying every 
modern norm in dieir personal contact with primitive peoples, 
and in their encounters discovered an approach to the study of 
alien cultures which the historian of antiquity would be w tie to 
make his own. Tire ethnologist will urn take for granted savage 
customs and usages which seem comprehensible—even familiar— 
to him- For he has observed that cultural Traits cannot be studied 
in isolation since they are integral parts of a whole—die given 
civilization—and derive their meaning &om the particular whole 

1 See cny Andefft Egjpi tjri RrfijfffiWp New York, (94J1 ami fifagihip ml the 
Chicago, 1948. 

1 O- Spengkr, tit*, l, £ 


2 % TIE BlfiTH OF CIVILIZATION IN THE NEAR EAST 

In whkh they occur. Ruth Benedict in her ludd Patterns of Culture, 
stores the cue a* follows ; 

h is in cultural life as it n in speech : selection is the prime neces¬ 
sity. ... We must imagine a great arc on which arc ranged tile possible 
interests provided either by the human age*cyde or by the environment 
nr by man's various am vitro, A culture that capitalized even a consider¬ 
able proportion of these would be u unintelligible as a language that 
used all the clicks, all the glottal stops* all the Labials, dentals, sibilants 
and gutturals from voiceless to voiced and from oral to uaui !b 
identity u a culture depends upon the selection of some segments of 
this itc, Every human sodety everywhere has made such a selection 
in its cultural institutions. Each, from the point of view of another, 
ignores fundamentals and exploits Lrrtltvincro, One culture hardly 
recognizes monetary values ; another has made them fundamental in 
every field of behaviour. In one society technology is unbelievably 
slighted even in those aspects of life which seem necessary to ensure 
survival; in another* equally simple, technological achievements are 
complex and fitted with admirable nicety so the situation. One builds 
an enormous cultural superstructure upon adolescence, one upon death* 
one upon afterlife 1 

Hence—and as a warning to those who are partial to utilitarian 
explanations: The importance of an institution in a culture 

gives no direct indication of its usefulness or iti mevirabiiity/' * 
for cultural behaviour is integrated and the whole determines the 
significance of che parts; 

Within each culture there come into being characteristic purposes 
not necessarily shared by other typo of society, in obedience to these 
purposes each people further and further consolidates its experience . , * 
and the most dl-asiorted acts become characteristic of its peculiar goals, 
otecn by die most unlikely metamorphoses. The form that these acts 
take we can understand only by understanding first the emotional and 
intellectual mainsprings of that society.* 

We have seen that any sodety selects some segment of die arc of 
possible human behaviour, and in so far as it achieve! integration its 
institutions tend to further die expression of its selected segment and to 
inhibit tile opposite expresricim, 4 

There is, in this last passage, a suggestion of the dynamics of the 
formation of a civilization but it is not this aspect but that of 11 form M 
which prevails in the work of Benedict or Malinowski. For 

1 Ruih Benedict, Poitou af Culture (New York, 1 ?$*% a^4. 

1 m. 150 . * Ibid., 4*. * ibid., m 
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modem savages are relatively stagnant if we discount the dis¬ 
turbances caused by the white man. Hence the tide Patterns of 
Culture. 

It is, however, precisely the problem of the dynamics of cultural 
change—a problem misconstrued by Spcngkr and rightly ignored 
by Ruth Benedict—which lies at the centre of Arnold Toynbee's 
work. The first three volumes of -4 Study of History appeared in 
103+. a second group of three in 1939, and a final group is still 
to be published. But we are told that the preoccupation from 
which the work has sprung, go© back as far as 1911. when Toynbee 
travelled in Crete and saw the newly discovered remains of the 
sca-cmpire of Minos, Then he chanced on the ruins of a Venetian 
villa, r emnan t of the tune when Venice had dominated the Mediter¬ 
ranean with its galleys* And Toynbee was disconcerted at the 
thought that yet another empire that " rules the waves TT even 
in our own day might follow its predecessors in decline- 1 Now a 
preoccupation with decay such as underlies Toynbcc*s work need 
not in itself vitiate study of the birth of civilization ; however, the 
“ change and identity BB of cultural forms must not be handled 
mechanically but with all the reverence for the singular which 
historical material demands. And u is here rather than in errors 
of fact (which are inevitable m a work of this scope) that we find 
Toynbee $ work defective. We must, moreover, take exception 
to his lack of critical precision and to the inadequacy of his conceptual 
apparatus. 

Toynbee, like Spengler, invests certain images which he uses 
with a spurious reality. These ostensible similes pervade the argu¬ 
ment with an implied assurance that they reflect historical situations. 
When Toynbee compares civilizations with motor cars on a one-¬ 
way street, 3 or with men testing or dhnbing on a mountainside, 
he conveys the impression (which he himself judges correct) that 
a definite direction, a forward or upward movement, if discernible 
in history. But such dynamics are imputed, not observed. He 
writes: 

Primitive societies, is we know them by direct observation, may 
be likened 10 pcopie lying torpid upon a ledge on a mountainside, 
with s precipice below and a precipice above; dviUziriom may 
be likened to companions of these l+ Sleepers of Ephettd 91 who have 
just risen to their feet and have started to climb on up tire face of 
the cliff* 

1 i&rixmt, VoL XV H No. {London* January 1947). 

1 A Study if fUswy, 1 ,17k 1 Op- h I0S 
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TIil? image (further elaborated in die book, and duly illustrated 
widi a pkturc in Time- magazine) does a great deal more than tell 
us that primitive societies are scaric and civilizations dynamic* The 
dominating feature of the image is the rock cliff with its succession 
oi ledges and precipices. Where is the historical reality corre¬ 
sponding to diis scenery which exists mJeptndeftt of die sleepers and 
climbers and determines their direction ? The M one-way street IT like¬ 
wise suggests a predetermined orientation and limitation of cultural 
endeavour. Toynbee believes that there U a cliff to l>c climbed, a 
street to be fallowed. Yet the truth i*—in the terms of his images 
—that we see figures at rest or on the move m a cloudy space but 
know nothing about their relative position : we do not know 
which ledge is above or below which other ledge. Or again : we 
see motor cars moving, batting, or out of order. But we do not 
know whether they move in an alley, or on a four-drive highway, 
on an open plain* or within a circle —vrt do not even know whether 
there is an entrance or exit at all 

Toynbee Y images betray an evolutionistic as well as a moral J 
bias which interferes with the historian's supreme duty of doing 
justice to each civil]nation on its own terms. Why should we 
characterize civilizations which liavc achieved a deep and lasting 
harmony [like those of the Zuni or of certain Polynesians) as 
arrested civilizations M where 11 no energy is left over for recon¬ 
noitring the course of die road ahead, or the face of the did'above 
them, with a view to a further advance ? *' 1 Where is this road 
or this cliff ? Why shoidd these ehimaeras and a feverish desire 
for 4 ’ advancement 11 disturb the satisfaction of people who have 
attained the double integration of individual and society and of 
society and nature ? Toynbee merely project postulate* whidi 
fulfil jjji emotional need in the West into human groups whose 
values lie elsewhere In our own terms : Toynbee declares the 
" dynamism of western civilization to be universally valid ; and 
he can do that only by ignoring the M form i# of noo-wettern 
civilisations. But understanding is thereby precluded. 

Toynbee is not the first historian to introduce the notion of 
progress in Jus work* and the fallacy of rhis procedure lias been 
wd! demonstrated by Collbigwood . 1 Of Ms arguments we can 
quote only rwo passages. He maintains that a historian comparing 

1 Op. df-, IV , i jo. 

* R ’ ^C^iogwixd, 7 hr Id™ 4 Hm&ej (Oxford* jrS-jo, apeoallv 

Tii-y. lisr abaft tettiaft ibould be r«<k note our qu&taboni give bul hi 
usadcquite impre^ioironu cogency. 
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two historic*] periods or ways of life must be able to 11 understand 
(them) historically* that is with enough sympathy and insight to 
reconstruct thdr experience for himself.* 3p But that means that he 
has already accepted them as things to be judged by their own 
standards. Each is for the historian M a form of life having its own 
problems, to be judged by its success in solving those problems and 
bo others. Nor is he assuming dm the two different ways of life 
were attempts to do one and the same thing and asking whether 
the second did it better than the first- Bach was not trying to write 
like Beethoven and failing * Athens was not a relatively unsuccessful 
attempt to produce Rome/' 

Coilingwood then indicates the exceptional (and really purely 
academic) case in which one may be entitled to speak of progress * 1 
and in doing so touches upon a subject with which modem man is 
particularly concerned : 

Can we speak of progress in happiness or comfort or satisfaction ? * 
Obviously not. . . . The problem of being comfortable in a medieval 
cottage is so different from the problem of being comfortable in a mode m 
slum that there ii no comparing them ; the happing of a peasant b 
not contained in the happiness of a millionaire. 

Toynbee, though lie is less precise than Colling wood, does formulate 
what he means by progress. He equates it with growth, and 
" growth b progress cowards self-determmahon /' 1 But Toynbee, 
who is a believing Christian, surely knows that $elf-decerinimtic>ii 
may not be a matter of gradual advance at all, but rather a Eash 4 ike 
illumination in which ones true nature stands revealed. As a 
rule, die sequel to this escpcrimcc b a life-long straggle for a realiza- 
tion of the vision. Why could not this type of self-di^rtnlnadon 
also* like the slow and gradual realization, have an analogy in the life 
of dvilizarions ? Flinders Petrie and others have maintained that 
every significant trait of Egyptian culture had been evolved before 
the end of the Third Dynasty. We fend once more that Toynbee 
has uncritically proclaimed the universal validity of one of several 
possible sequoicei. And if he describes " the consummation of 

1 R G. Colltngwooi The hk* cf Uij&ry (Oafofi 1940). ^aft-jo. specially 
3^^ 11 Thtrt if only one genuine mntHfig for thb ijunsiaL If thought in 
its fiftt pbir, after solving the initial problems of thnf phuc. u didu through 
wiring iW, brought up against others which defeat it: and if the second iolva 
these feather problem* without losing stj hold on the tolufjon of the first, so that 
theft ii gain without my cottoponding I ms, then there is pragretk And there 
can be progieu on no other terms. Lfithere ts any !oss h the problem of irttiag 
1o» against gain id insoluble/' a A Smdy */ History, ID, ai 6. 

4 
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human history J ' as " accomplishing the transformation of Sub^Man 
through Man into Super-Man ” 1 and calls this ** the goal towards 
which 1 the whole creation groaneth and travailed) * (Romans 
viii* 22 ).” * we may respect his faith but can hardly accept it as the 
argument of an empirical student of history.” 9 

It is, in fact, odd that Toynbee, who opens Ills work with an 
excel lent statement of the relativity of historical thought, who 
complains that 11 a local and temporary 7 standpoint has given our 
historians a false perspective / 1 remains himself so completely under 
the spell of a nineteen th-ccntury western outlook. His evolutionary 
bias, his empiridsmt and hb treatment of civilizations as 41 specimens 
of a species " arc all of a piece. He sometimes equals Spcnglcr in 
myth-making, treating hh equation of civilizations and living 
beings as a reality, and appealing to biological opinion to uphold 
a historical conclusion , 1 His use of “tpedei " and 41 genus ° 
obscures the fundamental fact that science can study individuals 
as members of a species only by ignoring their individual character¬ 
istics. The historian, following this course, would defeat the very 
purpose of his work* 

in fact, Toynbeeh vaunted empiricism k an atrempt to transpose 
the method of the natural sciences, where experiment is essential 
and experience is reduced to figures, to history; where experiment 
is impossible and experience subjective, Toynbee s " experience " 
(a word which, in the case of a historian, may stand fot intimate 
acquaintance with historical data) is confined to classical iniquity 
and its western descendant. It h an odd foct that he should have 
supposed this limited field capable of supplying the conceptual 
apparatus with which every historical phenomenon could be 
comprehended, and that he should have done this, not unconsciously, 
but knowingly, although unaware of die enormity of his assump¬ 
tion. For anyone moving outride western tradition should soon 
discover the truth that the values found in different civilisations 
are incommensurate. And so wc find Toynbee, like Spcngter, 

1 Op. A* It *59* a Op. nt. r 111, jfii. * Ifc£ 0 pmaxm. 

'Qp^l Edgar Wtcd b 1 Some Pomes of Cot) tact Between Hiuory 

jnd Manud Science," in Fhitowphy end Hfowry t Hswyj Pracnted to Bust Cjbj/it 
(Oxford, ipjfS), lhows that iht btciE development! of acne?, which 

srukr it so much leu 14 exact, M kaJ to the raising of questions by scientist! " that 
tiistonam like to look upon as their own/’ But if these latest developments 
have made science more M hutnanutk,” Wind is ovcf^ptimiitM: when he wp 
that " die notion of a description of mrune which mdiscrLmmacdv subject! men 
and thdr fires like rodi and tmacr to in unalterable law " survives only at a 
nightmare certain hiiiorbiu/' For many of them (not to mention sociologists) 
il seems stil] to be a cherished ideal 
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doing violence to the evidence and forcing each civilization into 
a preconceived system of categories In his case the system is not, 
like Spongier"s> an imaginative construction ; but it is derived from 
the crucial period in western history when the Roman Empire 
disintegrated. His generakzadon of particular circumstances results 
not in historical errors but in irrdcvancics. It would be a tedious 
and laborious task to demonstrate this to the full ; but let us take 
two characteristic quotations referring to Egypt, 

Toynbee expects to find in every' civilization an analogy of the 
early Christian Church in the Roman Empire, and thus postulates 
for Egypt an 11 Otircian Church " as a 11 universal church created 
by an internal proletariat/' 1 Now; a ++ church ** as an organized 
body of believers was not known in Egypt at any time (nor in 
Mesopotamia, for that matter). The worship of Osiris, always 
a main concern of the king, spread through all classes of die popula¬ 
tion^ but merely as one among many devotions which filled the 
life of every Egyptian ; the god was never honoured by one group 
more than by another. And, in fret, no section of the population 
of Egypt can be called a proletariat if this word is to remain applic¬ 
able to imperial Rome or to modem times. If, elsewhere* 1 Toynbee 
describes the expulsion of die Hyksos invaders from Egypt as 
due to a 41 union socr/e between the dominant minority of the 
Egyptiar society and its internal proletariat against the external 
proletariat as represented by the Hyksos 41 one can only say that 
the words, severally and in conjunction* do not apply. But he 
continues : 

for it was this reconriliadon at the eleventh hour char prolonged the 
existence of the Egyptuc society—in a petrified state of Jifc-in-dcatfi— 
far two thousand years beyond the date when die progress of diunicgrs- 
don would otherwise have reached its natural term in dissolution. 
And rhit Ufe^irt-deaxh was not merely an unprofitable burden ro the 
moribund Egyptian loriery itself; it was also a frtal blight upon the 
growth of the living Osireim church , . . for this umea sacfde . , x 
took the form of an amalgamation of the living worship of Otitis with 
the dead worship of the official Egyptiac pantheon. 

Reading this, one would not suspect tliat the five centuries following 
the expulsion of the Hyksos are the most brilliant epoch of Egyptian 
history. One would also not assume that after about one thousand 
years of this ‘Mifc-m-cleath/ 1 religious texts glorifying Amon-Re 
were written which in profundity of thought and literary splendour 
belong to the greatest in Egyptian literature, and are its nearest 
1 A Study ff History, ej.* I* 145. 1 Op, tit. V, ai. 
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approach to the majestic monotheism of (he Old Testament , 1 
Surely an " empirical M approach would have started from the fact 
that Egyptian civilization did actually renin its vitality over an 
immunity long period. Toynbee* however, declares that the 
Egyptian achievements in the second and first millennia &X- are 
but Uliisions, for the scheme to which he is committed (although 
it is alien, and hence irrelevant, to Egyptian history) requirei a 
11 rime of troubles Pl before the Middle Kingdom 1 which must be 
followed by a 11 universal church M with its two types of proletariat. 
Thus the confessed lf empiricist fl adheres to a preconceived system 
and disposes of the facts by proclaiming the Hyksos period " a 
date when the process of disintegration would othmvise have reached 
its natural term in dissolution / 1 (The italics are mine.) 

The scheme which we have criticized in its application to Egypt 
is intended to render account of the dynamics of civilizations in 
their last phases- For the early phases, the classical world cannot 
supply ready-made notions. Here Toynbee introduces a set of 
formulas which may be summarized in his own words : 

Growth is achieved, when an individual, or a minority, or a whole 
society* replies to a challenge by a response, which not only answers 
the particular challenge that has evoked it, but also exposes the respondent, 
eo a fresh challenge which demands a fresh response on his part. And 
the process of growth continues, m any given case, so long as thil 
recurrent movement of disturbance and restoration and overbalance 
and renewed disturbance of equilibrium is maintained.* 

But communities react differently under a common challenge: 
some are apt 

co succumb whereas others strike out a successful response through 
a creative movement of Withdrawal-and- Return, while others again, 
neither succeed in responding along original lines nor fad to respond 
altogether, but manage to survive the crisis by waiting until some 
creative individual or creative minority has shown the way through, 
and then following tamely in the footsteps of the pioneers. 

These plausible word* do not, upon closer inspection p explain the 
problem which concerns us. The M creative movement of With- 

* These ram have been disomed by Kurt Sc the, Amun and dk sekt Urgatter 
yon Herm&palis. ,+ Abhandlungeii der Pre imivUm Akademie der Wissrstsidiafiai, 
PhiL-Hisc Klmc," No. 4. Berlin. 1029 

1 A SttLify 1 tf Hutotjt L, IJ7» U is. perhaps, not imneecrary to add that 
Toynbee*! scheme would be no more relevant ta Egyptian history if he shifted 
the due of hit * time of troubles H to the second or even the Sm rndlennimn b.c 
T bc error b one of method, not of chronology. * Op. ri| Hi UU 377- 
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drawit-and-Rctum ” iiliistrared by examples which rob it not 
only of its obvious, but of all definite meaning . 1 

The other formula—that of " ChaUcngc-md-Respoiire P 3 — 
is not evolved from inside hmory dther but is applied* as it were, 
from the outside * and its applicability, let alone its power to explain 
the facts, is often more than doubtful. " Challcngo-rod- Response P 
is sometimes used to describe a true conflict ; sometimes it refers 
merely to the ordinary seesaw of historical fortune. Always 
however* it has a misleading ring, since observed facts arc called a 
response, to a hypothetical challenge construed to meet those facts, 
to Volume II, “ The Range of ChallGigc>-and^Response p TF we find 
headings like <( The Stimulus of Hard Countries,” Hi The Stbotiho 
of New Ground/’ ** The Stimulus of Blows/* 11 The Stimulus 
of Pressure/* -i The Stimulus of Penalization/* and so oo_ The 
primary data of history merely show iliac certain peoples achieved 
greatness; Toynbee thinks that the adverse conditions which he 
enumerates served as stimuli. That may be so. In any case, it docs 
not explain the feet which* above all others, requires explanation, 
namely t that in same cases there conditions worked as stimuli and 
in others they did not* 1 do not find, therefore* that the formula b 
conducive to understanding ; it must in each case invent a challenge 
to fit a historical reality which it labels response. 

1 0p. cif.j HI, 34^-377, In the history of individual* Toynbee applies it 
doc only to the Buddha or to uinu who of their own fete wiU wubdrew from 
society in order to clarify their mission and die mcsajgc winch they were to 
yrtad], hut dso to mm like Tbucydida, Damr. jnd Miccki^dli ( who were 
tailed, and bitterly lamented died: banishment even though k did not destroy 
their powers to crate. They worked m a solitude hoc of that thoosiiig and 
never relumed ar all r however eflkd?e their work may have proved to be 
in the morse of time, Toynbee also appliei die fbmmla of ai Wtrhdriwal-aftd* 
Rc!um ** to social groups m a manner which ftiU to explain anything, as, for 
instance* when he states chat the Nonconformisa, after the RcjiotuioD, reacted 
on persecutions by " withdrawing mto the realm of private bujtti«s tn order 
to return ommpocem, a cennurv and a lolt tairr, as the author? of the Industrial 
Revolution 11 (frvf. F 334), Thus, the inierpby of dire necessity' and drcumitanea 
of every description is reduced to a fotitsuL which confuses the issue by 1 teleo¬ 
logical implication (withdraw in order ta} w hich in more than one place (f-jf- 
m the image of the climber* and the mountauundej turns Toynbee s accounr of 
the fur* into mydiolo^y. I am purposely a voiding a dbeustEdti of Toynbee t 
examples from the Near East or Crete, since I should then have 10 correct 
hu facts ind should become a 11 critic aiming inirrtimcnii at bits and peecs 
{Hanzen. XV (London. January' 1947), SO.) Raiders mteraced m a detailed 
criticism by in authority on European history (who likewise consider* principles 
rather than isolated mors) art referred 10 the essay of Professor R Geyl in Journal 
of (he Hixtoty of Idem. DC (New York, 194®)* pJ-t*4- 

* Part of Volume I and die whole of Volume It are devoted w its discussion. 
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Our criticism does not proceed from a positivistic belief in 
a so-called " scientific ” historiography which is supposed first to 
assemble objective facts which ire subsequently interpreted* Our 
objection here is not against Toynbee's procedure, but against a 
terminology which obscures what is the starting-point, and what 
the outcome, of his procedure. And we make the further criticism 
that he does not actually evolve from each particular historical 
situation the notion of a particular challenge to which it can be 
construed as a response ; he applies the formula, as I have said, 
from the outside, and it is therefore doomed to irrelevance. For 
example : Toynbee considers the descent of the prehistoric 
Egyptians into the marshy Nile valley a their response to the 
challenge of the desiccation of North Africa. In their new home¬ 
land they faced, in due course, as a further challenge, “ the internal 
articulation of the new-born Egyptbc society ” and failed. The 
truth is that the Egyptians flourished exceedingly for two thousand 
years after the Pyramid Age ; but Toynbee thinks they failed 
because he cannot conceive of a 14 response ” in Egyptian terms, 
but only in those with which he is familiar : secular government, 
democracy, and the Poor Law.* But since neither the rich nor the 
poor Egyptians took this view of thdr state, Toynbee’s conclusion 
is irrelevant. It is true that he quotes the talcs which dragomans 
told to late Greek travellers about the oppressive rule of the builders 
of the pyramids. Bur the actual folk-talcs of Pharaonic Egypt 
show us that the people took as great a delight in fair* of royalty 
as the public of the Arabian Nights took in the doings of the despot 
Ha run a! Rashid. Snefru, whom Toynbee names, is known as one 
of the most popular fillers in legend. The fact of the matter is that 
Toynbee should have started from an analysis of the “ response.” 
This would not have shown, as Toynbee his it, that 44 Death laid 
its icy hand on the life of the growing civilisation at the moment 
when the challenge that was the stimulus of its growth was trans¬ 
fected from die external to the in rental field (from the subjugation 
of nature to the organization of sodery, H.F.) because in this new 
situation, the shepherds of the people betrayed their trust.” * 
Studied without preconceived ideas the “ response" of the 
Egyptians stands revealed as a vastly different achievement. The 
ideal of a marvellously integrated sodery had been formed long 
before the pyramids were built ; it was as nearly realized, when 
they were built, as any ideal social form can be translated into 
actuality ; and it remained continuously before the eves of rulers 
* qp. <*., in, M4. * op, dt. w ni, ar$. 
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and people alike during subsequent centuries. It was an ideal 
which ought to thrill a western historian by its novelty, for it falls 
entirely outside die experience of Greek or Roman or Modem 
Man, although it survives, in an attenuated form, in Africa. It 
represents a harmony between man and the divine wliich is beyond 
our boldest dreams, since it was maintained by divine power which 
had taken charge of the affairs of man in the person of Pharaoh* 
Society moved in unison with nature- Justice* which was the social 
aspect of the cosmic order, pervaded the commonwealth. The 
++ trust P * which the people put tn their shepherds TP was by no 
means what Toynbee imagines; their trust was that Pharaoh 
should wield to the hill the absolute power to which his divinity 
entitled him* and which enabled him—as nothing else could—- 
to ensure the well-being of the whole community* 

1l seems to me that these discussions have cleared the ground 
for our understanding. Generalizarious based on a limited his torical 
experience, and theorizing, however ingeniously conducted* must 
fad to disclose the individual character of any one civilization or of 
any one series of events. We must concentrate on what Ruth 
Benedict called the il selected segment of the arc of possible human 
behaviour/ 1 “ the characteristic purposes not necessarily shared 
by other types of society/' In ouj own terms In studying the 
binh of a civilization we are concerned with the emergence of its 

Mir ii 

term. 
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At the end of our last chapter we said that the study of the birth * 
of 2 civilization means watching the emergence of its “ form." 
We have also seen that this 4 ‘ form M is elusive* that it is not a 
concrete mould* or a standard which we can apply to our observa¬ 
tions to sec whether they conform with it. We have described 
it as ,+ a certain consistency in orientation, a cultural style/* Recog¬ 
nising it amounts to discovering a point of view from where seem¬ 
ingly unrelated frets acquire coherence and meaning. Even so 
the " form " of a civilization remains intangible m r it is implicit 
in the preoccupations and valuations of the people. It imparts 
to their achievements — to their ans and institutions, their literature* 
their theology—something distinct and final* something which has 
its own peculiar perfection. Therefore a discussion of the emergence 
of form entails a knowledge of a civilization in ir$ maturity* a 
frmiihrity with its classical expression in every field. Then it should 
be possible to work backwards from better-known to early times 
until the point ts reached where the familiar phenomena are lost sight 
of and where* conversely, tiacir emergence must be postulated/ 

This procedure, however, has a double disadvantage, h obscures 
development because it moves against the current of time i and 
it fails to describe^ first of all, the conditions under which the 
civilization took shape—in other words, irs prehistoric antecedents. 
Now t I am not prepared to attempt a definition of the distinction 
between prehistory and history In general terms* for even within 
the ancient Near East the distinction is problematical/ I shall 

1 We have actually adopted dm method in Anhcoivgy and Ae Sumcrhm Problem, 
SAOC 4 {Chicago l#32), an example fallowed by Anton Mootrgjt, fruhe 
Bilditvmt in Suma (Leipzig. 1935) ; bat the lauer book rnffen from fre confusion 
earned by an inadequate ddimiuiion of die successive periods, 

1 It would be simple enough if wc could cquaie the beginning of bijtary with 
the introdijctmii of wntmg t u is often dune. The cq uirion bold* good for Egypt 
where the oldest irccriptinm refe ro ihc first identifiable events and personalities 
and tbm, a teeofdi of bwtie? and royal turns, form the cu&tK raw material of 
Egyptian history. But in Mesopotamia thii is hoe »; there dviliatiaa usok 
shape, and writing appeared, wdl before historical datum enu in the narrow 
sense came into being. W r t shall see that this difference between Egypt and 
Mesopotamia was due in die different purposes which writing and ait were made 
to serve : bin ir illustrates tlm genrribadons about bisrory and prehistory are 
hazardous even within 1 limited field. 
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simply use the term ** prehistory M to denote the period preceding 
the emergence af Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilization* and 
shall discuss, fust the climatic conditions in die Near East at that 
time and then the form of society which prevailed before die events 
with which we are primarily concerned took place. 

At present the arable lands of Egypt and Western Asia arc v 
embedded in targe tracts of desert. But it seems that in the lee 
Age die pressure of cold air over Europe compelled the Atlantic 
rain storms to travel ease by a more southerly crack so thar the whole 
area from the west coast of Africa to the Persian mountains was a 
continuous belt of park and grassland. In Algeria and southern 
Tripolitania hunters of the Old Stone Age engraved images of 
elephants, buffaloes, and giraffes on rocks now surrounded for 
hundreds of miles by an arid waste where life is utterly impossible- 
Paleolithic implements have been found on the high desert which 
flanks the Nile valley* and in Syria, Palestine, and Kurdistan. 
Carved tools found in Palestine (Fig. i< A* B) and the engravings 
from North Africa find close parallels in the splendid engravings and 
paintings from the cava of southern France and northern Spain. 

We want to dwell for a moment on the paleolithic remains in 
order to insist that even these distant hunters cannot be understood 
as " part of nature." 1 From paleolithic times onwards* man has 
been aware of being involved, not only with his kindred, bur with 
superhuman powers. This dual involvement becomes apparent 
as soon as we find more than the mere bones and implements of 
man, in France and Spain hunters of the Old Stone Age left m 
astonishing paintings and engraving* depicting the game upon 
which they were dependent. These works of art are found in the 
remote depth* of caves and could only be reached at mortal risk. 
Analogies found among modern people sail living m the Stone 
Age allow' us to see in the marvellous images of the beasts, the 
traces of dancing feet on the toil of the eaves, the stones marked 
with linear signs* the figures of masked ot dancing men, expressions 
of a coherent religious conception* proclaiming man's intimate and 
reciprocal relationship with the ani mals , and beyond these, with the 
divine. Such a brief formula is, of course, ludicrously inadequate ; * 
for one thing it substitute? articulate concepts for unreflectcd 

1 So* J, S. Slodua. ^ Rcdccuom on Cdlmgwood't Idea of Historyin 
^rtttpwy* No 86 fjiste 154^), bW- ihu nmco&eeptian see llcbmrth 

Plrsann, Dit da Orgjnixkm uaJ in Mmtk, Berlin, 191% • 

1 Fur a poiMamict study of diii luaner see GemuJe R^did Levy, The 
of Horn. A Smdy cf ike Rtiigiout G»u*ptimi #f tht Stmt Age W Their Inflama 
upm Emepnm Thcvgkt, Faber & Faber (London* 1^48). 
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experience. But we formulate it in order to emphasize that, from 
the first* man possessed creative imagination, and we have to reckon 
with this in considering social cohesion. If die earliest men of 
whom we have knowledge co-operated in order to trap and kill 
animals far more powerful dian themselves, their hunting differed 
t&lo from the hunting of a pack of wolves. Their art proves 
that their relation with their game was not a mere matter of killing 
and devouring, and drat their parries were kept together not merely 
by common need, hut also by imaginative, religious conccptioiis, 
made explicit, nor in doctrine, but in acts. 

The transition from paleolithic to neolithic culture is not yet 
known ; bur we do know that a change of climate, which started 
in the Old Stone Agc p continued in the New, and very gradually 
changed living conditions throughout die Near East. Libya / 
remained rich in vineyards* olive trees, arid cattle up to the end 
of the second millennium B.c— a fact which may be surmised from 
records of booty brought back from there : by a pharaoh of the 
First Dynasty ; 1 by SaWe of the Fifth Dynasty (about 2475 a.c,)* 
who listed ioo T ooo head of cattle and more than 200*000 each of 
awes* goats, and sheep ; * and finally by Ram$c$ m {about 1175 
B + q,) p who was soil able co rake away 3600 head of cattle, in addition 
to horses* sheep, and goats, 3 Ac the opposite end of the Near 
East, in south-eastern Iran* Sir Aurel Stein was unable to round up 
a minimum of local labour " to investigate the thickly dotted 
mins of ancient settlements. 4 Nevertheless, progressive desiccation 
marked the period from perhaps 7000 h.c. onwards, turning the 
plateaux from grassland into steppe and, ultimately* into desert* 
and making the valleys of the great riven inhabitable. When 
meadows and shrub lands began to emerge from the swamps and 
mudflats along the river courses* man descended from the iughlands. 

Now die earliest inhabitants of die valleys were m possession 
of a considerable body of knowledge which the hunters of the ice- 
age had lacked. And we do not know how the change from old 
to new, from the Old Stone Age to die New Stone Age. came 
about; for nowhere has a series of continuous remains covering 

1 Oft tlic so-called Libyan pJeetc : Ciprt. Frimitialt Art iti 2^7. 

Rgi. 175, 17& 

1 L Borchardt, Dos GrffiWmJrmjJ in Kvnigi Sal wire* 11 (Laprig. 1913), 10 and 
Plate L 

1 W. F. Edgemaa mJ j. A. Wilson* Hhtorkal RrcPtdi ofK&nses III (Chicago, 

191(5). ut f Wretrinskj, .Ailn zur altaegfptixkm KultufgrjtkUk^ 11L Plate tf6. 

4 Sir Aiird Stem. An AidkdtoiogitJ Tour in Gmwitf (Memoin of me 
ArchierJogial Survey of fruiu. No. 4l)* 34 ; c£ (S-7. 
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die trajisidon been mognized. I use this word advisedly, for wc 
shall see in a moment that the change was of such a nature that its 
earliest consequences may well defy f&oognMom We know, 
however, that this change, like the later one with which wc are 
more especially concerned, took place in the Hear Ease, 1 

The outstanding new feature of the neolithic age is agriculture, ■ 
with cnuncr wheat (Tfifimm iicoccum) and six-rowed barley 
(HorJeum kxastkhum) as die main crops. Now the wild ancestors 
of these grains survive even to-day in Syria and Palestine. In the 
same region, in caves on Mount Carmel, were discovered remains 
of die earliest men who used sickles.* This docs not prove, of 
course, that they iuttivafed grain ; they may merely have harvest?! 
grasses which grew wild. The point is of importance since these 
people—known in archaeological literature as Natufiatii—helodg 
to die very end of the Old Stone Age, Yet the Nattifians were the 
initiators, or at least die early practitioners., of a technique of 
harvesting which survived in the earliest agricultural settlements 
of neolithic times. Their peculiar tickles consisted of a grooved 
haft of bone in which short pieces of flint—*" teeth "—were 
mounted (Fig. t A, B}.® Such tickle* arc also found in the oldest 
settlements in die Faytmi (in Egypt) (Fig* i D)/ at Hassum in 
northern Iraq, 1 and at Sialk near Kj sharp in Persia (Fig. i C)- # 
They date perhaps about 5000 sx„ possibly a thousand yean or 
more after the Hatutians. In Egyp^ during the First Dynasty 
(about 3100 Ic,], the sicklc-haft was improved by being curved; 
it was now made of wood but retained its cutting edge of small 
flints (fig. 1 E), T and sickles of this type were used as bte as the 
Twelfth Dynasty (about 2000 B.c.) * In Iraq* too* tickles wrih 
curved wooden handles in which flint teeth were set were used 
as late as the Second Early Dynastic period* about 2700 u.c * In 
Asia Minor and Europe no trace of the hafo has survived, but die 

J R.J. & L Brridwood, m Anitfiity XXV No, 0 (December 1950), iS 3 - 9 j. 

* D. A. E Cir rod and D. M. A- Eato, Ite $mie Age vf Miwai Cirrmel Oxford, 
1937 . 

1 Theae teeth “ ihow a peculiar glou produced by the tilica in the icalb. of 
grnsci 10 that wc arc certain that they were used tor coning ecreak. (Cecil £. 
Ctirwcn b Aitfiflirfty, IV I1930], 1^4-6 ; IX \ms\* 

■ G. Cacon-Thompvnn and £_ W. Gardner. 7 he Desert f-'ayum (Loudon, 1934}, 
45 and Flares XXVI, XXVRL XXX. 

*/ Afcr Extern Smiin, IV (lo4Jh l6 °* *74* Fig. J?. 

* R. Ginhrnixi, Foaillzs it Sidft* 1 (Pans* 1938). 17 tf. in.l Mates Vtl, LIV 

* Walter IS Emery, T'Ar Tcmfe 0//ftmti*? (Cairo, 1938 ■■ 3? iiri Mate IJ- 

1 W, M- flmdeti Petrie, Ttwh W lt>*pe>ns [Lcjrtdun, i .117), *6 and Plate LV, % 

* P. Dduijgaz, The Tempi* CW u Kkofijak (Chicago* 1940J, Figi. 26. 27, 
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distinctive flint teeth have been found m AnarcHa. South Russia* 
on the Danube* and at the western end of die Mediterraoean at 
Almem. They occur also throughout North Africa. It is dear, 
then, that the diffusion of agriculture consisted not merely in spread¬ 
ing the knowledge of cminer and barky hut in a simultaneous 
diffusion of the odd and complex harvesting tool, first used, as 
far as we know, by die Nstuffing Radiating from the Near 
East, the new knowledge spread in widening circles, reaching the 
shores of the Baltic and the North Sea about 2500 u.c.* However* 
many questions remain at present unanswered. When did men 
undertake to improve the wild grasses and to produce, by cross- 
breeding and selection, the vastly more nutritious grains which 
were known to the earliest farmers of die neolithic period ? When, 
in fact, was the extraordinary first step taken and the satisfaction 
of immediate needs limited in order to save seeds, score them* 
safeguard them against insects and rodents, and sow them when 
the time was propitious? This may have been done by the 
Natuf km , hut of this \vc know nothing. Furthermore* we do 
not know how far agricultural methods had advanced when they 
began to be diffused throughout die Old World, In particular 
we know nothing about the origin of irrigation, which played so 
large a part in -Egypt and Mesopotamia* and which has been 
repeatedly recognized as a factor greatly furthering social and 
political cohesion, since it makes each settlement dependent on 
its neighbours. Wc must, therefore, consider this invencion. 

It deserves notice that irrigation can be resorted to by people 
who do not cultivate but collect wild-growing plants. This is 
done, for instance, by certain Indians of the Great Basin of Western 
North America** and their methods could very well have been 
followed by the Narufiitis utilizing the wadi running at the toot 

1 C. F. C. Hawke*. Thr PrthiamL Founibiimi 0/Europe (London, 15-40), 

1 C. Dafyll Fordc* Ecmumy and Sttirty (London* 19-34}* 55 : " k In 

Owto'i valtey several groups rook advantage of favourable cunditiatti to irrigate 
parchfl of (tfouftcL The growth of bulbu 1w plants and praises b pa; only more 
luxuriant wherever abundant water reaches them, and rhis v.^ achieved ittifidally 
by diverting from then narrow rfcumds rbe snow-fed streams flowing dowry from 
the Sierra Nevada,. En spring. before the ir tennis row; with snow-tncli* a dam of 
tedders, bnutwood and mu-J was thrown acnw* a creek where it readied the 
Gilley floor. - . . Above the djm one or two main ditches, sometime* mote than 
a mik long, were Ubonously cue with Jong poles to lead die river water our 
mi thr geniiy sloping ground river which n distributed by minor riLkimeb. -. . 
After the harvest the main dam was pullet! down. . . . There was. however, 
no mrtnpc it planting or working the mil* and none af tbr fidimicil pbn» 
grown ia rhe wui of the Colorado ware knownT 
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of their cMs. We may admit, then* that irrigation can id Iuyc been 
one of the features of the original agricultural complex which 
spread from the Near East; but there arc serious arguments to 
the contrary. 

In the first place, the spread of agriculture seems to have been / 
achieved by means of a slow migration of the cultivators. Primitive 
hoc or garden cultivation (which is still practised) exhausts the 
soil it uses- ft ignores rotation of crops or fallowing ; after some 
years a fresh piece of ground must he cleared and sown. When 
the neighbourhood lias been farmed* the village moves farther inco 
the bush. The smallness of the tieohrfjit settlements and of their 
cemcteria > 1 and the manner in which they spread into the European 
ContinoiCt suggests this type of slow bur continual migration out¬ 
wards from the centre where agnculture was first practised. There 
is no dependence on irrigation to be observed here. 

in die second place, there arc African parallels which suggest 
that die carl test agriculture in the Nile Valley and Mesopotamia 
could also have proceeded without irrigation. The conditions in 
these river valley* in antiquity resembled closely those found nowa¬ 
days on die Blue Nile, where senai-Haniiric nomads* die Hadcndoa* 
sow and harvest in the simple manner which wc shall now describe. 

It b possible, therefore, to postulate similar simple methods for the 
prehistoric Egyptians. Burckhardr renders his observations in the 
Tata country of Nubia as follows . 

About the latter end of June „ . „ large torrent* coming from die 
South and South-east pour over the country and m die space of a few 
weeks cover the whole surface with a sheet of water, varying ill depth 
from two to three feet. . * * Tire waters, on subsiding, leave a thick 
dime, or mud, upon the surface, similar to that left by the Nile- , . * 
Immediately after die inundation is imbibed, the Bcduins sow the seed 
upon the ahuviaj nand* without any previous preparation whatever* 
The itumdatiori b usually accompanied by heavy downpours. The 
r atm last several weeks longer than the inundation but they arc not 
incessant, falling in heavy showers at short intervals. 

The people appear to be ignorant of tillage. They have no regular 
fields ; and the Dfroum. their only grain, is sown among the thorny 
trees and tents, by dibbling large holes in the ground* into each of which 
r a handful of the seed is thrown. After the harvest is gathered, die 

1 V, Gordon Childe. M&t AfdL-i HrnvrJ/* 109 , «a:ta tlui some of du 
Vdlign, when completely excavated, covered no mote than fram i | to acres- 
lodging from eighi to lai Households- In Tfir faiwt Planning Rii'ini'i XXI 
(1950), 6, he ftJtei rkm uxtecr to ihiny homes w as the nonriil figure of a local 
group which he estimates at 200 to 400 *auk 
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peasants return to their pastoral occupations \ they seem never to have 
thought of irrigating [he ground for a second crop with the water which 
might everywhere be found by digging wells. Not less than four-fifths 
of the ground remains unsown ; but as the quantity of Dhourra produced 
is generally sufhdeiit - , , they never think of making any pro visions 
for increasing if. notwithstanding that, when the inundation is not 
copious, or only partial (no one remembers it ever bailing entirely) 
they suffer all the misery of wane. 1 


This kind of procedure could not* of course, have been invented 
in Palestine ami Syria where rivers with regularly recurring inunda¬ 
tions are unknown. However, the same results can be achieved 
where there are copious spring rains* Newberry says of the 
Ababdeh (Hamites living between the Nile Valley and the Red 
Sea) : " Some of these nomads sow a litdc barley or millet after 
a rainstorm, and then pitch their tents for a while till the grain 
grows, ripens and can be gathered. Then they move on again 
with their little flocks /* 1 

There are p then, many ways, in which a temporary abundance 
of water can be utilized by simple people to produce crops, and ic 
may well be due the systematic distribution of water which marks 
the agriculture of historical times in Egypt and Mesopotamia did 
not exist in prehistoric times at all. We shall see that die problem 
of drainage was at first as important as that of irrigation, or rather 
more so i in this respect the modem analogies do not hold good. 

The uncertainty attached to the earliest phases of agricuJcnre 
make it impossible to speculate on the immediate social consequences 
of the invention of food production. One would expect these to 
consist in a greater emphasis on local rather than tribal groupings, a 
limitation of outlook and horizon, a progressive differentiation of 
separate settlements as a result of tiicir attachment to the sod. 
But the introduction of agriculture probably did not mean die 
more or less speedy transition to a fully seeded life or to a socio¬ 
political organization on a large scale . 3 Nor did it mean that all 

1 John Btfldbnk Trails in Nuhk i, 2 nd «L (London, 

* Percy IL Newberry* Egypt *3 a Fit Id A n skrtp\ilo$hal KxjtJtth, Srtiiduoimn 
Itommion, Annual Report for 1904 (Washington. 191s). 435*59. 

3 k items zi itEuleiiiablc* therefore* to sptak here of a tjeolsihk pfc revolution " 
a$ii u to refer to our theme a* an " urban revolution " («e bekrw. p, 57, b. a). 
Doth tenm, used by V- Gordon Childc, place the changes in parallelism with the 
H indmtml revolution," but die word Hl revolution " in this phraic b already 
urn! figuratively : ii does not refer to an cvem tack as the French Revolution 
or the Russian Revci-fution* but n> 1 change of conditions. And by extending 
in liic in this vmr h id impression of viplat, ami opedailv of ptuposdul change 
il made which, the facts do not suggest 
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the other ways of finding sustenance were neglected. A 11 partial 
exploitation of the environment ” 1 is characteristic of modem 
savages who have become stuck in a backwater, but not of the true 
primitives of antiquity. The Natufiaiu may have sown a catch 
crop or gathered wild grasses, but they also hunted deer and speared 
fish. All the early settlements of the Near East show signs of i 
many-sided economy, although in all of them agriculture played 
an important part. In all of them, too, we find stock-breeding - t 
and this is an innovation which wc must simply take for granted 
since its origin and motivation is at present quite obscure.* The 
Natufians did not possess domestic animals. 

Other inventions, too, were known throughout die Near East 
in the earliest settlements of the New Stone Age. Pottery-making 
h one of them, weaving another* It is hardly to be wondered 
that we cannot follow the first phase of their existence. If the 
earliest pots, for instance, were only dried in the sun or lightly 
baked or were merely cUy-lined basket, they cannot be expected 
to have survived. And it may be considered exceptionally fortunate 
that of early textiles a few scraps have survived for six or seven 
thousand years . 1 It is likew he only d uc to the refinemen u of modem 
excavation technique that the oldest of the successive settlements of 
Hassuna, near Mosul (fig. 2). was recognized as a camp sice, 
consisting of no more t han a number of hearths, still containing 
wood ashes. They were made ot H * poLihcrds and pebbles set m a 
kind of primitive cement 11 with pottery lying around them,* 
Only in higher levels did adobe walls appear. This single instance 
in which a very early settlement was recognized explains why 
others remain unknown * 5 But we know that after (or during) 

1 R. Lb Saver, Primitirt Arts and Crafts [Cambridge, I 9 I|J» 17 £ 

1 An guess is nude by V+ Gortba Childr f .Wart .Yfcd'rr Hitnsclf 

(Oxford* 1939 ). £ 7 - 90 , Hit a taxm di*;u»ion of she problem which accentuate* 
our imcdtiiuort. tee Afldnf Lrt^HjOiirhjic Milieu r t tahniipcs (Paris I94j). 
96-11^ 

1 Rg m G, Caton-Thompson and 1 L W. Gardner, Thr Drasri Fiywnt (London, 
4* and Hare XXVUL Guy Brunton and Gmmdc Caion-ThompKin, 
The Badarkn Ctrilixatm* (London, 192$). 64 £ dr Morgan, 

de U Dekptm m Pent. XIII (Pact*. *£*»), 163 ami Flic XLHL 

1 Sctou Lloyd and Fuad Sarif* m Jmma! of iVVjf Esjtrm Sfudks, fY 

M *7*' r . . 

* This ponu has been ciuplus^cd by Robert j. Btaadwood m Icttttfei and 
papsv bet Human Origins. m fmr^dutsoty Central Count in Artskvpohp 1 ^ 
StietitJ Readings, Sent* IL -tad cd. [Chkiag^ 194*)* IT* 1 ff-r *8* 8- See alio 
LbnLi Bmdwood, diJ r t$j ff. I be Brii j woods, excavating m for thz 

Oriental Enibtutc at jafmo near Snifttfamdi, found rntuuu of a ttniemen: 
perhapj even older dun I Lushka. Sec p. 33 , n. I sbovcn 
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the time of the Natufians these important discoveries were made 
and diffused among villages stretching from the Nile valley through 
the Delta and thence in a great arch {Ftg. 51) from Jericho in the 
south, via By bios and Ras Shamra on the Syrian coast to Mershi 
in Cilicia; then, through the Amuq plain, east of Antioch, via 
Carchemish on the Euphrates to Tell Halaf and Chagar Bazar 
tu North Syria to Nineveh and Hassuna near Mosul, and on 
eastwards, to Stalk near K ash an in central Persia. 

Throughout this region we find small self-contained and self- 
supporting settlements. Some beads, shells, or other luxuries 
may have been imported from more or less distant regions by means 
of hand-to-hand barter. Occasionally a rare raw material, such os 
obsidian—volcanic glass, flaked and used, like flint, for tools—was 
obtained regularly from outside. For die rest, one gets an impression 
of 1 somewhat stagnant prosperity in which the great new inventions 
were thoroughly exploited but little changed fiom generation to 
generation for a very long rune. There arc differences in the 
crafts: flint tools, pot designs {even ceramic techniques), and 
personal ornaments differ from region to region and even, as in 
prehistoric Thessaly, from village to village. There art also changes 
in style in the course of time. Bur these local and temporal differ¬ 
ences must not detain us as we survey die prehistory of the ancient 
Near East widi a view to the subsequent development. For that 
purpose we can divide the region into three parts : the two great 
river valleys and die area between, in which the rich plains of North 
Syria were the most important part. This central area was pros¬ 
perous, but it remained unprogressive until the second millennium, 
dependent on the great cultural centres in Egypt and Mesopotamia. 
For that reason, we shall confine our attention to the river valleys. 

Modem Egypt, even if we disregard the aridity of its climate, 
differ* entirely from the land with which we are here concerned. 
Nowadays the whole of die country is so intensively cultivated 
that it docs not possess sufficient grazing for its cattle, and one sees 
cows, buffaloes and asses tethered at the desert edge and fed on 
cultivated crops such as clover. The river is thoroughly controlled. 
The desert valleys—wadis—arc devoid of vegetation except for 
bushes of camel thorn. But in prehistoric, as well as in Pharaonic 
rimes, Egypt was a land of marshes in which papyrus, sedge, and 
rushes grew to more thou man's height (Fig. 3). The wadis, too, 
teemed with life ; they are bet described as park land where as 
late as the New Kingdom (1400 B.c.) man could hunt Barbary 
sheep, wild oxen, and asses, and a wide variety of antelopes with 
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their art aidant carnivores. It Ins been pointed out 1 chat the 
methods of hunting prove that different types of landscape could 
be found here. Sometimes rows of beaten arc shown driving the 
game towards the hunter or into nets, a method possible only 
in areas which arc somewhat thickly wooded. At other rimes 
lassos are used, which presuppose pimpa-Lkc open spaces with 
low shrub. 

In the valley* the annual flood of the Nile continuously changed 
che lay of the land. When the water overflowed the river banks 
the silt, previously kept in suspension by the speed of the swollen 
current, precipitated. Some of this precipitation raised the river 
bed. die remainder covered the banks and the area closest to them ; 
towards the edges of the valley there was comparatively little 
deposit. Thus banks of considerable height were formed, and 
after some years the weight of water broke through these natural 
dikes to seek a new course m low-lying parts, some distance away. 
The old bed turned into swamp, but its banks remained as ridges 
and hillocks whose height and area w ere increased by wind-blown 
dust and silt caught at their edges. Trees took root* and man 
settled there, sowing his crops and gearing his beasts in the adjoming 
lowlands* to retire with them to the high ground of the old banks 
when the river overflowed. During the inundation, fish* wild 
boar, hippopotamus, .md huge fliDcks of water bifils invaded the 
surrounding Adds and supplied an abundance of food throughout 
the summer* 

All traces of these settlements in die valley proper have long 
since disappeared ; they have been not merely silted over but washed 
away by the changes in the river's course. 1 This explains why wc 
find traces of early settlements only at die edge of the valley, on 
die spurs of dciritus at the loot of the high clitS. We must imagine 
the valley, not fiat md featureless as it is to-day. but dotted with 
hamlets perched on the high banks of former watercourses and 
surrounded by an ever-changing mate of channels* marsh, and 
meadow* Even as late as the First Intermediate period, just before 
iqqg B.c. + the populace of a province in Middle Egypt left their 
homes and hid in swamps in rise valley to escape rise dangers of civil 

J 5, Ptwrgt, i» Urlmdxkift Argyptnu {Nova Acta Lcopdclrii, N.F,, 

Vd. IX, Nq. * 1 , Haile, 1940). J5- 

1 In 1913 ah apeiiioii going tv Qiu d Kahir in MjJdic Egypt found no 
mcc of a Pttileimic temple which drnnpobiQm a Imndicd yean roriitr, inti 
nuikr d on fin map qq rhe r j j1 bank o± rkc Nik ; the river hid Jntroycd both 
ihe rent* md the village of Qait and subsequently ait a orw bed (G. llr uueoh, 
Qm and Ikad&i (London, 19^7], a-3, Phu; ]}. 
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war and marauding soldiers- 1 And the early predynasdc settlements 
at the valley's edge were buili in groves ; among the remaim of 
hut$ and dickers* tree foots of considerable size have been found- 8 

The prehistoric* M pxedynasric,” period of Egypt clearly fails 
into two parts or stages (Fig. 4). The earliest of these is known in 
three successive phases called Tasian, Badanan t and Amratian T 3 
each a modified development of its predecessor. Together they 
represent the African substratum of Pharaonic civilization* the 
materia] counterpart of die affinities between ancient Egyptian 
and modem Hammc languages; of the physical resemblances 
between the ancient Egyptians and the modern Hamitcs ; and of 
the remarkable similarities in mentality between these mo groups 
which make it possible to understand ancient Egyptian customs 
and btlidi by reference to modern Hamme analogies. 4 The 
second stage of predynasrit culture — called Gerzean * —is in many 
ways a continuation of Amradan ; in other words, the preponder¬ 
antly African character remained. But new elements were added* 
and these point to fairly close relations with the East* with Sinai, 
and with Palestine. Foreign pottery was imported from that 
quarter. A new type of Egyptian pottery* implying a change in 
ceramic technique* was derived from a class of wavy-handled vases 
which were at home m Palestine* Several new kinds of stone used 
for vases may have come from Sinai .* and the increase in the use 
of copper points certainly to closer relations tvith that peninsula. 

1 Rudolf Anth«, L>s> Ft'ueninsthriften von Hit Nuh (Leipzig, S3 ±f . 9$ C 

a Bmnwfi, Mamgfdtk {Lwuiou. 1937). 67 1 Sir Robert Mond and 6. H 
Mycfi- Cemeteries qf Amurt* I, ?* 

* Amniian is called " Hilly or First Frcdynmc " or " Naqada ! n m the older 
literature. 

4 Frankfort, Kingship and the Gfd* (Chicago, i$4S] h *48* n. 4, Index, 
Africa* Hamicca. Eadinan objects have been found* not only in Middle and 
Upper Egypt (it Sadari* Mihiini, Njqjda, Anuani* and HirrakoapoLb—see 
Brwiion in Antiquity* LU [1939J* 4^r)« bur in Nubia (Rranton, The Bu&wi 
Civilteniien [Umckm, fpri], 40). in die northern provinces of the Sudan (report 
of the discoveries of Mr. Oliver Myers of Gordon College* Khartoum, in The 
lima [London] of March 31* i$4&) + in the dc$c« fifty miles wat of the Nile 
in the btinide of Abydoi (Mai* No, 91 [1931 ] 1 * and again fir to the south, four 
hundred nub wai of the Nile in the Latitude of W adi Haifa (Jntmjl &f Egyptian 
Anhncohgy, XXII fi^6} r 47-^). 

■ Also edM “Naqidi H" of "Middle Predynastk." Note that + ' Late 
Fredynastk w or Hi Semaieean " haa been proved a chimera. The remains so 
labelled belong to the Gmca penoJ, which thus leads right up to the First 
Dyniscy, See Htfcue j. Kanior, in Jtiumiif of .Vejr Buicm Studies, Ui (1:944]. 
UP-4S. When we use " hef tTedyunric " wre mean the last part of the pt- 
drastic perkd. in other worth, L uc Gertcau. 

4 A. Lucas, in Journal of Egyptian Aitkaeitlqgf, XVI [1930), *00 f¥. 
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Although flint immncd in use and Hint-work achieved an un¬ 
rivalled beauty and refinement, copper was no longer an odd 
substance used for luxuries bui appeared in the form of highly 
practical objects : harpoons, daggers, axes (one of which weighs 
jl pounds}. 1 The language of the country may also have been 
affected-* 

The innovations of Gerzean can be$t be explained as the effect 
of a permeation of Upper Egypt by people who had affinities w ith 
their Asiatic neighbours and derived from them certain features of 
their culture. 1 We knew that in historical rimes a rimilar gradual 
but continuous drift of people from Lower Egypt into Upper 
Egvpi can be observed A During the Gerxean period the country 
seems to liave become more densely populated ; and it has been 
suggested that the reclamation of die marshland was begun. 6 
Such work presupposes co-operation between neighbouring groups 
and organization of men in some numbers* We may assume that 
this rook place, but on a strictly limited scale. For there are no 
signs of large political unit*. There are no ruins of great size, no 
monuments of an exceptional nature \ and if it is objected that 
these may liave existed but may not have been discovered yet. 
we must insist on the significant fact that among die many thousands 
of predy’nisric graves which have been found, there is not a single 

1 Nature, XlJ {October ipja), 615 ; Lucaa in Journal cj Egyptht it Aiiktmkgf, 
XIII (1927)* i 4 o- 7 & ; XIV (ipiljL^jy-ioS- 

iThe Egyptian, language hi hco frpluntJ as a w nutflOfl wngof imposed 
upon a country where several dialects eiiitcdj in the same manner as the French 
oi lie Jr Ft since bcaiuc die oifsciJ French language, afid Hoclidcmsdi the 
vdiidc of cnnMnuniratioE tor aH Gemmu. Now this anocit FgyyiJ-iii Language 
included rwo recagmzahk Hamiric Southern or Ethippiant 'lie 

other Webern or Berber—*mJ alio one Semittc strain [ice the studies cd Enut 
ZyMirz iel Africa* LX (London* 1936), 4JJ S* 1 Zxituknpfut B h p fo n mp f*hcn. 
xxm i if ; XXV (mu-sb 1*1 ffj 

* Tt would be possible to assume chat the Semitic dementi entered through ihc 
Wsdi Hanmuniat horn the Red Sea. but dm t*vc* the Ger&cm snwvalKB» 
uncrpbiped and ignores the arguments put forward by K- Sethr,, M Die Aegyp- 
tudir Ausdrucke f?it redftrs und TrW und die I ijnio^yphfnjffdicJi fin 
tmd Oheu" in N&bichcnt ven dew KMtgM& GewIM^i dn IVnsmxkafia zv 
Gottingen, Ehil-HuL KL, 1922, 197 -^ 4 ^ 

i Ji even affected the jihvneal of die pspilmon i. see tj- hi. 

"Study of Egyptian Cnttkbgy from LVrhii^nc 10 Roman Tuna" m 
BiwfinnJij* XV[| (tyzj)* t-Ji- 

1 Brunton, The Bthiim Cimlizatum, 43. The a«M) prion finds strung support 
in the tradition that Mmcs, the: first king of the F=m Dyuarry, reclaimed all the 
land from Waia to Cairo below he founded Memphis at the north end of the 
ttrip 10 teckunttL Such m esuerprac prauppao sontr esuhluhed skill in i^ork 
of dial nature. 
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one which by its size ot equipment suggests the burial of a great 
chidf. 1 The Gerzein innovation did no t chan gc th e general cliarac ter 
of the country 1 * culture ; die remains suggest a prosperous homo¬ 
geneous population , fully exploiting its rich crmrotiment and loosely 
organized in villages and rural dismccs. It was in this setting that 
the efflorescence of Pharaonic civilization occurred. 

In Mesopotamia the corresponding change rook place in the 
extreme south, in the marshy plain between die head of the Persian 
Gulf and the higher ground which stretches north from Samarra 
and Hit, a Tim older diluvial part of the country had been farmed 
already for many centuries before the south was inhabited. The 
north cm farmers hid passed through three pluses which be 
distinguished by their material equipment (see chronological table 
at end of book)* 8 When the third was predominant in the north, 
men (ram the Persian plateau entered the southern marshes. Under 
present conditions it would be inconceivable that high landers 
would elect to do so, or even that they would be able to survive 
there. Bur in the fifth and fourth millennia b.c. the Iranian plateau 
had not yet become a *alt desert. Many rivers, descending from die 
surrounding mountains, ended in upland seas without an outlet 
and ringed by swamps. Even today, in eastern Iran* marsh 
dwellers are found on the shores of the great Jake of the river 
Hsmun.* Like die Marsh Arabs of southern Iraq, they build 
boats and huts of reeds p full and keep water buffaloes and cattlc. 
Similar conditions muse have prevailed over much of Persia in 
the period we are discussing, and immigrants from such regions 
would be well prepared to face life m the delta of the Euphrates 
and Tigris- 

1 For a criticism of the hypothetical construction ol Egyptian. prehistory m 
terms of united Upper md Lower Egyptian kingdoms in tontiin: with one 
another, see my Kingthp xm the C<*ds r Chapter I, 349* n. 6 ; jjo, n- 1 $ ; 3ji, tc itf. 

1 The bead of the Pern an Gulf was perhaps lij mile* 10 die north of Dam [ 
or rhb area may have been a lagoon* separated from the Gulf by the ** Dir of 
Basra -' 1 

* The oldest ot these is marked by vinous kinds of simple pottery wares 

(Hissutij wire) drcotaicd with incisions or merely tiuimdird to a high gtnss, La 
addition there were tickles with dint ** teeth HP and underground siltw for grain 
storage. Sheep, goats* oxen, uni au« were kept. In a second stage appears 
tine panned pottery, billed Smirm—ui otEdiooi of a ceramic tradition at home 
in Pettia. Et was, in its turn, displaced by mother type of pottery called Tdi 
HaiaL which if found from ihe Gulf of Alrxaitdreue to the region eau of Mosul 
The archaeological marem] » folly discussed in Ann Louise Perkim, The 
portfire Airktftt!o$Y ef Etfly (Chicago* iy 4 tf)* 

* See ihe ifttcir and photographs of Melvin Half in Asm (New York)* February 
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The pottery made by die earliest settlers of South Mesopotamia 
shows that they came from Persia, At first they retained die rightly 
interwoven geometric designs used in their homeland ; 1 but left 
to themselves they soon adopted an easier flowing, careless decora¬ 
tion (called AI Ubrid) which remained in use for many centuries 
and represents the Persian tradition in only a very debased form. 
In many places it is found on virgin soil* which shows diat the 
settlers spread farther through die country of which they had at 
first occupied only certain localities. At Ur* for instance, detailed 
observations were made which reveal the conditions in which men 
lived when the sue was first inhabited. The relevant layers show x 

a stratum of irregular thickness composed of refine resulting from 
human occupation—sshes, disintegrated mud brick, potsherds, etc. 
This went down almost to sea-level; below it was a belt about one metier 
thick of mud, grey in colour above, and darkening to black below, much 
of which was clearly due to the decay of vegetation. In it were potsherds, 
sporadic above but becoming more numerous Sower down and massed 
thickly at the bottom, ill the fragments lying horizontally ; they had 
the appearance of luving sunk by their own weight through water into 
soft mud. At a metre below sea-level came stiff, green clay pierced by 
suiuolls brown stains resulting from the decay of roots ; with this all 
trace of human activity ccasecL Evidently this was the bottom of 
Mesopotamia.* 

Southern Mesopotamia resembled the Egyptian Delta* rather 
than the Nile Valley where cliffs constrain the meandering* of the 
river* and old banks and spurs provide high ground. In Mesopo¬ 
tamia the lowest course of Euphrates and Tigris presents, even 
to-day* a wilderness of reed forests where die Marsh Arabs lead an 
amphibious existence (Fig. 6)* All traffic is by narrow bituminous 
skiffs; the people fish and keep some cattle, living in reed huts 

1 This stage of their ceramics had been known from a null Erect 

(A NISkkkc wd othen, Natner Vmitofim Beticb . Uru^iV^ Berim + 

(93 8* FLto sfr- 4 o}, when it was found well repr^nred at AbtiSnahrtin (Eritia) ; 
See lUmr^d UfutM Nhw, n September w3. p 3*5 ; Sutwr, IV (Baghdad, 
C9I&), n$ if T here ia nothing against calling ihu pottery ” Eridu ware aj 
j| its historical connections are not obscured it b gnttiiimu to chiffl 
dut “ hi Ubaid penpfc " can no fatiger be called the «fi»t icttlm ill wuihein 
M™potmiu. &w dir EntUl Wire i» limply in cwbrt »cage of the Al Ubwd wire. 
Jf rjuibbln aboui names sic diitegarded, ii rcnwuu nun due rhe di-hen wider* 
of the pkm descended from Persia ; die new wain *how* hi earlier flags of ihdr 
Cetamics thou lias biihcno been found tn tbc plam but st wai Already known ifora 
tbe western edge of the Highland, r.£., Tepe Khaiinrh near Susa (J-de Morgan, 
AUmotrti dfc U DAixm\'n ra Petit. Pam, 19®*)- 

* C Leonard Woolley in Jaamd, X {i9je>), J jj 
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buiic on Harnesses of bent and trodden-down reed stems, Their 
dwellings arc described as follows ' 

at one end b a low and narrow apernire which serves as a doorway, 
window and chimney combined ; oti the rush-strewn and miry floor 
sleep men and women, children and buffaloes, in warm proximity , * ♦ 
the ground of the hut often oozing water at every step, 1 

The chiefs* reed rents are more impressive ; they are large tunnels 
of matting covering a frame work of reed bundles which form semi¬ 
circular arches. Doors and windows ate arranged in the mats 
closing either end. We know that such structures were also used 
in the fourth millennium B.C., for they arc represented* with all the 
necessary detail, m die earliest renderings of sacred buildings* 
notably die bytes and folds of temple animals (Fig. 5), 

But modem savages arc bin diminished shadow's of the true 
primitives, and the ancient people of the A1 Ubaid period exercised 
a mastery over the marsh to which the modem inhabitants never 
as much as aspire. Moreover, the people of the Al Ubaid period 
belonged to the most advanced group of the prehistoric farmers. 
Copper was used in their homeland foi axes and adzes and even 
for mirrors. Bricks wctc known there, too ; and brick buildings 
and the waterproofing of reeds with bitumen are certified for die 
period. It is likely that some reclamation and drainage of martin 
land was undertaken. In any case* the men of the Al Ubaid period 
appear from the first a$ cultivators, and we are free to imagine their 
fields as shallow islands in the marsh or as reclaimed and diked-m 
land. 

The vitality and power of these earliest settlers is astonishing. 
Tlteir influence can be traced upstream, w here their pottery replaced 
the Tell Halaf wares completely* even occurring in appreciable 
quantities in North Syria. Since it fin nothing to recommend it 
as an article of export, we must assume that its makers came with 
it and settled widely throughout the upper reaches of Tigris and 
Euphrates. Nevertheless, the Al Ubaid people were simple 
cultivators like their contemporaries in Egypt and their predecessors 
m northern Iraq and Syria. This is most dearly shown by their 
inability to organke trade in order to obtain die copper which 
they had been accustomed to use in their country of origin. Once 
settled na Mesopotamia and removed front the sources of the metal, 
they used a substitute material that was locally available, making 
axes (Fig. 70)* choppers, and sickles (Fig. yb) of day w hich they 
1 PuliiuHi, Tht Miitih Arab, Haft RiAfJbn (PiuJaddphk* jpafl), 2L 
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fired at so high a temperature that it almost vitrified and thus 
obtained a useful cutting edge. These implements were, of course, 
very brittle and were broken by die hundreds. But they could 
be easily replaced : and die isolated settlements achieved that 
autarchy which U characteristic of early peasant cultures. 

And yet die Al Ubaid period has left us some remains wfaidr/ 
suggest that certain centres began to be ot outstanding importance 
and thii a dbangt in the rural character of the settlements was 
taking place. At Abu Shaiirem in the south, 1 and at Tepc Cawra 
in the north, temples were erected. And these not only testify 
to a co-ordinated effort on a larger scale than we would expect 
within the scope of a village culture, but show also a number of 
features wluch continue in historical rimes—for instance : trie 
simple oblong shape of the sanctuary P with its altar and offering 
table ; die platforms on which the temples were set I die strength¬ 
ening buttresses (which developed into a system of piers and recesses, 
rhythmically articulating the walls). Moreover* it is likely that 
at End u there was continuity, not only of architectural development, 
but of worshipp in the absence of inscriptions this contention cannot 
be proved^ But die god worshipped there in historical times was 
called Enki—lord of die earth, but ako god oi die sweet waters. 
He h depicted surrounded by waters (for lie had founded his 
chamber in the deep M ) and fishes sport in the streams which spring 
from his shoulders. Now an observation made during the excava¬ 
tion of the AI Ubaid temples suggests that the same god was adored 
in them. At one stage die offering table and sanctuary were covered 
with a layer of fish bones six inches deep, remains, no doubts td 
offering to the god of whom it was said : 

When F.nki rose* the fishes rose and adored h i m. 

He stood, a marvel unto the Apsu (Deep)* 

Brought joy to the Engur (Deep)- 

To the sea it seemed that awe was upon him, 

To die Great River it seemed that terror hovered around 

him 

While at the mue time the south wind stirred the depths 
of the Euphrates. 3 

i Annens Endu- Itiutirrftd Undm Ntm w May. 1W7, n September, i 
Sum^r. HI (Baghdad. 1947)* 84 if; QneniaH** XVU (Rpinr, 194a)* 

Sumer, IV (1943), ff. shuwi rhe ctevdopnoit from 1 very mull *nJ primitive 
village shfiiif m the cailim liycf to + b utM rfeDgniwlrfc in is fciiurcs 
u the pimotype <f later tcmpla. 

* After T. JacoUcn m Journal of Ncj* Enitm SMurf, V (194*)* 
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The importance which one attaches to these signs of* a possible 
continuity remains a matter of personal judgment. Bor. in any 
case, die Al Ubaid culture which we have described was the first 
to have occupied Mesopotamia as a whole, ir seems to have spread 
along tile riven from the south. 1 And it was in the south that, 
after an interval, the profound change was brought about which 
made first Sumer, and then Babylon, the cultural centre of Western 
Asia for three thousand vean. 

1 We pim« ay for KT<ain whether iu beaters were the Siimemoi who 
created the tarlksc riviliiaiioii of McwpoEimii id the —the Prote>- 

lit trite*— i^oteo-cL Bat no decisive pioof for i Liter imvil q£ the Someiiim has 
hem n bereft* and the cQaamiiiy in cuIe and jrchiccciurr support the view that 
they were the dominant element in the Al Uhaid period, a* they renuined 
thtciughDut the third millmiiiiiai in the somli of the country. Sec aho p. jo # n, i 
below. 
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111. THE CITIES OF MESOPOTAMIA 


Tile scene we have so far surveyed lias hem somewhat monotonous. 
The differences between the various groups of prehistoric farmers 
are insignificant beside the overriding simUariry of their mode of 
life* relatively isolated as they were and almost entirely self-sufficient 
in their small villages. But by the middle of the fourth millennium 
*«c this picture changed, first in Mesopotamia and a little later in 
Egypt i and the change may be described in terms of archaeological 
evidence* Ei Mesopotamia we find j. confide cable increase in the 
size of settlements and buildings such as temples. For the first 
time we can properly speak of monumental architecture as a 
dominant feature of sizable cities. In Egypt, toe, monumental 
architecture appeared : and in both countries writing was intro¬ 
duced, new techniques were mastered, and representational arc — 
as distinct from the mainly decorative art of the preceding period- 
made its first appearance. 

It b important to realize that the change was not a quantitative 
one. If one stresses the increased food supply or the expansion of 
human skill and enterprise ; or if one combines both elements by 
proclaiming irrigation a triumph of skill which produced abund¬ 
ance ; even if one emphasizes the contrast between the circumscribed 
existence of the prehistoric villagers and the richer, more varied, 
and more complex life in the cities—one misses the point. All these 
quantitative evaluations lead to generalizations which obscure the 
very problem with which wc are concerned. For a comparison 
between Egypt and Mesopotamia discloses, not only that writing „ 
representational art* monumental architecture* and a new kind of 
political coherence were introduced in the two countries ; it also 
reveals the striking feet that the purpose of their writing, the contents 
of their represen rations, the functions of their monumental buildings, 
and the structure of their new societies differed completely. What 
wc observe is not merely the establishment of civilized life, but 
the emergence* concretely, of the distinctive *' forms ' of Egyptian 
and Mesopotamian civilization* 

It is necessary to anticipate here and to substantiate the contrast* 
The earliest written documents of Mesopotamia served a severely 
practical purpose; they fiunlirated the administration of large 
economic units, the temple communities. The earliest Egyptian 
7 * 




so THE umm OF CIVIUZATION IN THE NEAR EAST 

inscriptions were legends on royal monuments or seal engravings 
identifying die king's officials. The earliest represen uuom in 
Mesopotamian art arc preponderantly religious ; in Egyptian an 
they celebrate royal achievements and consist of historical subjects, 
MonumentaJ architecture consists, in Mesopotamia* of temples, 
in Egypt of royal tombs. The earliest civilized society of Meso¬ 
potamia crystallized in separate nuclei, a number of distinct, auton¬ 
omous cities—dear-cot* self-assertive politico—with the surrounding 
lands to sustain each one. Egyptian society assumed die form of 
the single, united, but rural, domain of an absolute monarch. 

The evidence from Egypt, which is the more extensive, indicates 
the transition was neither slow nor gradual* ]t i$ true that towards 
the end of the prehistoric period certain innovations heralded die 
coming age. But when die change occurred it had the character of 
a ends, affecting every aspect of life at once but passing within die 
space of a few generations. Then foilcwcd—froni die middle of the 
Firsc umil the end of the Third Dynasty—a period of consolidation 
and experiment, and with this the formative phase of Egyptian 
civilization w as concluded. Few things that mattered in Pharaonic 
Egypt were without toots in that first great age of creativity. 

Jn Mesopotamia a parallel development possessed a somewhat 
different character* It likewise affected every field of cultural 
activity at once, but it lacked die finality of its Egyptian counter¬ 
part. It cannot be said of Mesopotamia that its civilization evolved 
in all its significant aspects from the achievements of one short 
period, decisive as that had been* Mesopotamian history shows a 
succession of upheavals, at intervals ©f but a few centuries, which 
did more than modify its political complexion. For instance, the 
Sumerian language/ which was dominant throughout the formative 
1 The earliest tablets, of the Proioliimie period, teem to be written m 
Sumerian. They me the Stimemu sexagenirul lystcm (with mum for io* 6 o m 
(too, and j 6 oo) and refcf to Sumerian goda bln - jEaliJ. But Sumeuo has no 
dearly recognized affinity to other tongue*. 

It u important to realiit chat the terra +s Sumerian," widly speaking, dtt be 
usd otdy fcf this language. There u no physical tvpc which r^n be called bv 
that name. From Al Ubaid times until the pr«citi day. *hc popuIacicTis of 
Mesopotamia has confuted of men predominantly belonging to the Mediterranean 
or Brown nee, with a DOtkflbk admixture of broad-headed maimumcctt 
from the n&rdKMt_ This u, for iiutanrc, true of the Early [hiuibc period, u 
the skulls from Al Ubaid and Kish show. Skeletons of the earliot known in¬ 
habitants of the p-aiih, found at Eridu and Ha»uiia T have been briefly discussed 
by C T S- Coon tn Shot, V (1949], 103-6; VI (iojoJ, 93-C1. They represent 
14 rather heavy-boned progtuthoui anil large-toothed The 

i noA Anmed problem of die origin of the Sumerians may well turn out 10 
be die diaze of a chimera* 
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phase of Mesopotamian civilization* was replaced by Semitic 
Akkadian during the second half of the third millennium. And 
the shift of the centre of power, in the third millennium, fro m 
Sumer in the extreme south to Babylonia in the centre, in the 
second mUlcnnium to Assyria, in the extreme north* brought 
with it important cultural changes. Yet notwithstanding all die 
changes, Mesopotamian civilization never lost its identity; is 
41 form “ was modified by its tirrbuJent history, but it was never 
destroyed. 

We shall now desist from comparisons and consider die 
formative age of Mesopotamia, which is called the Protali cerate 
period since it witnessed the invention of writing. To this 
period the earliest ruins of dries belong. Now one may say 
that die birth of Mesopotamian civilization, like its subsequent 
growth* occurred under die sign of the dry. To understand 
the importance of the city as a factor in the shaping of society, 
one must not think of it as a mere conglomeration of people. 
Most modern ritics have !o$c the peculiar characteristic of in¬ 
dividuality which we can observe in dries of Renaissance Italy, 
of Medieval Europe, of Greece, and of Mesopotamia, En these 
countries the physical existence of the dry is but an outward 
sign of close communal affinities which dominate the life of 
every dweller within the walls. The dty sets its citizens apart 
from the other mhabicanes of the land. It determines their 
relations with the outside world. It produces an intensified self- 
consciousness in its burghers, to whom the collective achievements 
are a source of pride. The communal lift of prehistoric times 
became civic life. 

The change* however, was not without m disadvantages* 
especially in a country like Mesopotamia. The modest life of the 
prehistoric villager had fined well enough into the natural surround' 
ing* f but the city was a questionable institution, at variance, rather 
chan in keeping! with the natural order. This fact was brought 
home by the frequent floods and storms, droughts and marsh- 
fires with which the gods destroyed man's work. For in Meso¬ 
potamia, in contrast with Egypt* natural conditions did not favour 
the development of dvilkation. Sudden changes could bring about 
Conditions beyond man’s control. 1 Spring tides in the Persian Gulf 
may rise to a height of eight to nine feet ■ prolonged southerly 
gales may baiik up the rivers for as much as two feet or more. 
Abnormal snowfalls in Armenia, or abnormal rainfall farther to 
* A- J. Wibeti in Gwgnpkial Jv*rn4J m UV (Lo nd o n , tgaj), 135 JE 
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the south, may cause a sudden rise of level ha the rivers * a landslide 
in the narrow gorges of the two Zabs or of the Khabur may first 
hold up. then suddenly release, an immense volume of waicr. 
Any one of these circumstances* or the smsulraneom occurrence 
of two or more of them, may create a flow which the earth embank¬ 
ments in the southern plain are not able to con cam. tu prehistoric 
times when primitive farmers sowed a catch crop after die inunda¬ 
tion, it was possible to adapt human settlement to the ever-changing 
distribution of land and water* even though the villages were 
frequently destroyed. But large permanent towns, dependent 
upon drainage and irrigation* require unchanging watercourses 
This can be achieved only through relentless vigilance and toil ; 
for the quickly running Tigris carries so coarse a silt that canals 
easily get blocked. Even when cleaned annually, they nse 
gradually above the plain as a result of precipitation ; and tine 
risk chat they, or the rivers themselves* may burst through their 
banks is never excluded. In [ $3. e the Tigris rising suddenly, 
broke ns embankment and destroyed 7000 houses in Baghdad in 
a single niglic. 1 

Small wonder, then, that the boldness of those early people 
who undertook to found permanent settle mans in the shifting 
plain had its obverse in anxiety; that the scU-assemon which 
the dty — its organization* its institutions, citizenship itself— 
implied was overshadowed by apprehension. The tension between 
courage and the awareness of min's dependence on super¬ 
human powder found a precarious equilibrium in a peculiarly 
Mesopotamian conception It was a conception which was 
elaborated in theology but wliich likewise informed the practical 
organization of society : the city was conceived to be ruled 
by a god. 

Theocracy, of course, was not peculiar Mesopotamia 
Egypt, too, was ruled by a god* But this god was incamaie in 
Pharaoh; and whatever may be paradoxical in a belief in the 
divinity of kings, it at least leaves no doubt as to the ultimate 
authority' in the state and subjects the people unreservedly to the 
ruler's command. In Mesopotamia no god was identified with 
the mortal head of the state. The world of the gods and the 
world of men were incommensurate* Nevertheless, a god was 

1 W . K. Loftua. TtA'tb 1 md Rtit^rchrs j>e Ohatdaea and $unona (ifltdwi* 1 S57}, 
7-4t T On 17 Mi)r 1950 the (Dfietpotuiat of Ilsc 7 ipwj repined &om 
dut after i break in the Tigris bund f , t ftbom iooo mud kiv? already 

collapsed/ 1 
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supposed to own the city and its people. Tiic temple was called 
the god’s house; and ii functioned actually as the manor-house 
on an estate, with the community labouring in its service, We 
shall describe the organization of the temple community at 
the end of this chapter. It is necessary first to survey the 
actual remains of the 1’rotoliteratc dries—die earliest cities in 
Mesopotamia. 

In Protoliterate ruins die temples are the most striking feature. 
We have seen liovv, in the Al Ubaid period, temples were erected 
at Eridu in the south and at Tepe Gawra in the north. But the 
edifices of the Pcotolitetate period at £rech are much more impres¬ 
sive. The temple of the god Ami (Figs. 8. 45) Was placed upon an 
artificial mound forty feet high and covering an area of about 
420,000 square feet. It dominated the plain for many miles around. 
Near its base lay another great shrine, dedicated to the goddess 
Inanna Several tunes changed and rebuilt, it measured, at one 
stage, 240 by no fee.:; at another it possessed a colonnade in which 
cadi column measured p feet in diameter (figs. 9, lo). Each of 
these, and also the adjoining walls and the sides of the platform 
supporting them , was covered with a weatherproof “ skin " con¬ 
sisting of tens of thousands of clay cones, separately made, baked, 
and coloured. These formed patterns of lozenges, zigzags, and 
triangles, and so on, in black and red on a buff ground. The 
cones were stuck into a thick tuud plaster which covered the 
brickwork. The patterning in colour enlivened a facade already 
richly articulated by complex systems of buttresses, recesses, and 
scmi-cngagcd columns, and this achieved an effect far beyond 
anything which die exclusive use of mud as building material wo uld 
suggest as attainable. 

The most characteristic feature of Mesopotamian temple archi¬ 
tecture was the artificial mound, called a ziggurat or temple tower 
(figs. 8. 11), the tower of Babel being the best known, that of Ur 
the best preserved, example. However, rigguraa were not found 
in connection with all temples. The Protoliterate temple at Tell 
Uqair, which has the same plan and even the same dimensions 
as the contemporary temple on the ziggum at Etcoh, stands on a 
platform only a few metres high,’ I am inclined to sec in this an 
abbreviated rendering of the ziggurat, but the possibility that the 
two differed in significance cannot be excluded. We cannot explain 
why some temples should lack riggurats ; but wc can understand 

* ** Tell Uq W by Srton Lloyd and Fuad Sifar, in JeutTui <tf Ntar Enter* 
Stuiier. Q tJt-jB. 
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why so many great shrines were equipped with them, and why 
the staggering communal effort which their construction entailed 
was undertaken. 

The significance of the ziggurats b revealed by the names which 
many of them bear, names which identify them as mountains* 
That of the god Enlil at Nippur, for example, was called ” House of 
the Mountain, Mountain of the $torm p Bond between Heaven and 
Earth.” Now 11 mountain/' as used in Mesopotamia, is a term so 
heavily charged with religious significance that a simple translation 
does it as little justice as it would to the word M Cross JP in Christian, 
or the words M West ,P or “ Nun PP (Primeval Ocean) in Egyptian, 
usage. 1 In Mesopotamia the <H mountain H is the place where the 
mysterious potency of the earth, and hence of all natural life, is 
concentrated. This is perhaps best understood if we look at a 
rather rough relief of terra cotta (Fig. 12) which was found at 
Assm in a temple of the second millennium B.c., although similar 
representations arc known on scab of a much earlier date. The 
deity represented is clearly a p eacrific don of chthouic forces. 
His body grows out of a mountain (the scale pattern is ike con¬ 
ventional rendering of a mountainside), and the plants grow from 
the mountainsides as well as from the god's hands. Goats feed on 
these plants ; and water* indispensable to all life, is represented by 
two minor deities flanking the god. Deities like the main figure 
on this relief were worshipped in all Mesopotamia^ cities, although 
dick names differed. Tammur b the best known of them. As 
personifications of natural life they were thought to be incapacitated 
during the Mesopotamian summer! which is a scourge desmoving 
vegetation utterly and exhausting man and beast. The myths 
express this by saying that the god 11 dies rP or that he is kept 
captive in the 1 mountain.” From the mountain he comes forth 

1 It b sometimes laid that thr Sumcxum, descending from a mnunteinotu 
region, desired to eumrttitir dir worship of their gods on * f High Places ,+ and 
therefore proceeded to construct them in the plain. The point if why they 
considered 11 High Pbcm * h appropriate, especially since the gods worshipped 
there were not sky gods only bur aho, and predominantly, chthonic god*. 
Our brtrprctation takes m jaarting-pouit from +l the mountain," not u 1 
geographical feature, but u a phenomenon charged with religious meaning, 
Scvtnl current theories have taken one or more aspects of ** the mountain " 
as a rehgiouf symbol two account and \ve do not exclude them, but consider 
them* on the whole, subsidiary to the primary notion that M the mo un tarn 11 
wn teen as the normal setting of Jivrne activity.—The whole material 
referring to die temple to wen r and the variom interp rctatiotu which have been 
put forward* are conveniently presented in Andre Parrot, 2 i^uriB d Tcwr 
de Babel (Paris* 1949), 
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at the New Year when nature revives. Hence* the mountain is 
also the land of the dead ; and when the suit god is depicted 
rising daily upon the mountains of the Hast* the scene is not 
merely a reminder of the geography of the country. The 
vivifying rain h also brought from the mountain by die weather 
god- Thus the mountain is essentially the mysterious sphere 
of activity of the superhuman powers. The Sumerians created 
the conditions under which communication with die gods be¬ 
came possible when they erected the artificial mountains for 
their temples* 

In doing so they also strengthened their political cohesion. 
The huge building, raised to establish a bond with the power 
upon which die city depended, proclaimed not only die in¬ 
effable majesty of the gods but also the might of the com¬ 
munity which had been capable of such an effort. The great 
temples were witnesses to piety, but also objects of civic pride. 
Built to ensure divine protection for the city, they also en¬ 
hanced the significance of ririzendup* Outlasting the generation 
of their builders, they were true monument* of the dries' 
greatness. 

It is in these temples that we find the tint signs of a new inven¬ 
tion without wliich the undertaking of works of this magnitude* or. 
indeed, of communal organization on a considerable scale, would 
not have been feasible, that is. writing. 1 Prom the first it appears 
in die form of impressions made by a reed on clay tablets. The 
earliest of the tablets, found in the temple at Ercch, were memoranda 
—aids for the running of the temple as the production centre, 
warehouse, and workshop of the community., The simplest were 
no more than tallies with a few numerals. Other* bear* besides 
the numerals, impressions of cylinder seals to identify the parties 
or witnesses to the transactions recorded* Still other* indicate 
the object of the transaction. For instance, a simple inscription 
may consist of die entry ■ so many sheep* so many goats. There 
even occur* a more complex type, namely, a wage-list with a scries 
of entries—presumably personal names—followed by the indication 
“ beer and bread for one day/" There b no reason to assume (as 
has usually been done) that these earliest tablets represent the last 
stage of a long development ; the script appears from the first 
as a system of conventional signs—partly arbitrary tokens, partly 
pictograms—such as might well have been introduced all at once 

J The bisk work «iti the aubjeci of cuiy Moupottmiiii willing u Adam 
Fdkoutrin. ^rduajd*- Textr 4Ut Lfadr (Leipzig* ipjG). 
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(Hg, is). Wc arc confronted with a true invention, not with an 
Adaptation of pictorial art. 1 

As regards die art of the Protoli cerate period, the vast majority 
of die ratant worb deal with religious matters. Sometimes rirual 
acts were depicted* sometime* an ornamental pattern was built 
up of religious symbols : and occasionally it is impossible to be 
certain whether die one or the other was intended. But the refer¬ 
ence is, in all eases, to the gods, Among the symbols—on seals * 

1 A few words may he added here about the early development ofwnEmg; 
although true pietograim —Linages of the objects (Rg. i$) — occur, many of the 
most coifimmi objects art rnderd by sirup! a tokem ; either highly abbreviated 
^and htuce conv tnrioml} pictures, such a* a figure with two curved lines across 
one end (No- 4), which represented the homed bead of an ox (the sign means 
,s ox ,h ). or. more ofrm, purely arbitrary signs, such at a artlc with a cross 
commonest sign of dl— meaning " sheep. M The *yicem* thmiore. is a 
eollccnon of abstract tokens eked om with pktograrm, The range of notions 
which could be expressed was enlarged by certain combination!. The itgn fof 
” wfimiu Pl combined with that for 11 mountain ” ineim + ‘ lkve-girlf' since 
dis cs were foreigners generally brought front Pcma. The sign for " sun M 
could also mean “ day IP or fcl whlto. ,,, That for M plough " could mean cither 
the rool or in user, the ploughman. Even so the script w« of limited usefulness. 
If could not rendet *eumion. For if could not indicate grammatical rolations- 
la ligns weft ideograms which listed notions ; and that wu whir the script was, 
hm of all. required to do. But even within ihe FTotobtefatc pcricsd a ftirrher 
Mcp was taken 10 watds wrmng as the graphic rendering of language. We fed that 
the arrow ngn, !ot msiuure, w 3* von regarded, not as a rendering of ihe notion 
1 arrow " but *1 3. rauletiug of ihr sound "fr* 11 which mean* imiw. For the 
ifrow sign -a- is afe usod to render die notion M life 11 which likewise sounded '* rj.“ 
This shows that the rendering of speech rather than notions h±i\ become possible. 
’The devctciumcrii of wnung consisted of 3 senes uf makeshifts and compromises 
introduced piecemeal when thz sbortaamings of the system being used l-ccamc 
notke-jhit. kune iigm acquired a ninety of sound vaiu& Some were used to 
clarify the sense cf tuber groups although they thrauelvei were not pronounced 
At ilL (These are called determmanves.) Thus " ti " when it meant “ inow hh 
(and certain other implements) was accompanied by a sign which by itself read 
and meant “wood,.” but which* med os a determinative^ merely indicated 
that an implement of wood wu referred Co, Similarly. pLce-namcs Wrtc accom¬ 
panied by the sigh “ki,” meaning “twxh," divine luniis by the (tar sign, and so oil. 
Nevertheless, the fact that phmietk values became attached to most of the signs 
made the rendering of grammatical endings in short, of true speech* possible, 

* From Froiolitcrate time* onwards, officials, and kter ak> private persons, 
owned ^ah with whbh they could mark merchandise at documents- The shape 
of these Kuh was peculiar and (rroained luii acirfisriv fee M^opotunii until 
the end of is independent eihinace m Hellenistic rimes. They were small stone 
cylinder" eartyiiig on their prcuntfcrdict an cn^ivcd dsig^ which could be 
impressed on a tablet gr on the day scaling of a jar or bak of goods, $in*x the 
purpose of die in] design was the making of an individual and fecogninbk 
impression, iti engravu^g ax all times challenged :he lnvetuivenm of (be M«o- 
pCFQiniiti siuiu, who responded with otmLmding jncvesr- (in our liluimdinu 
the ndledr^snc impitsston^myE the scab tbeimelvet.arc ihown. Bin sec Bgl, 3 T“ 9 -) 
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anti in the mural decoration of temple*—plants and animals, 
especially those upon which man depends tor his livelihood, were 
by tar die most frequent. These were the emblems of the great 
goddess worshipped at Ercch and throughout die land. They occur 
singly or in combination (for instance an ear of barley and a bull 
[Fig. i+ ■, cf. Fig. 44]), die vegetable kingdom often being 
represented by rosettes. Friezes of sheep or cattle covered the walls 
of the Proioliterate temples—painted at Uqair, inlaid or carved 
in stone at Ercch (Figs. 17, JH). 1 Implements used in rht cult, 
such as stands for offerings, were likewise decorated with animals, 
as were also sacred vessels : a trough (Fig. 5), from which the temple 
dock was presumably fed, shows shtep near their fold—a reed 
structure (sreft) like those still built by the marsh Arabs in southern 
Iraq (Fig. 6) ; and the building is crowned by two curiously bound 
rred bundles which correspond to the oldest form of the sign with 
which the name of the mother-goddess was written. Vases and 
seal designs showing the performance of ritual acts (Figs. 15 ; 14) 
are also common. Like the symbols used in decorative art. these 
acts poim consistently to the worship of deities manifest in nature. 

The gods were also symbols of a collective identity. Each city 
projected in sovereignty into the deiry which it conceived as its 
owner. There seems to be a contradiction here : the nature gods 
whom the Pro tel iterate monuments celebrate would seem more 
suitable for worship by countrymen and fanners than by townsmen 
as we know r them. But uni contrast " town versus country ” is 
misleading 1 While it is true that the city hi Mesopotamia was an 
outstanding innovation of die Protoliterate period, the great 
divergence between dry and countryside, between rural and urban 

1 The Inlay* cduniitwi of terra cotTi pbq»p jet in. imong die clay cone* which 
covered die walls, The orved were executed m ijoiic and fiKed JO the 

will with eoppej through loops drilled iu their hacks (Fig. 18). 

* The same applies to the '* unban revolution M —x plink uftcii fried b daertbr 
the huih of kTviiziiitkm. This term hu berm miradufed hy V- Gordon ChiJde, 
whose £rcjf achievenieut beeti the KphcctiKJUl of perioeUdlidrumom. which 

bid only typological ngniheante* by others which rupgetf differ¬ 

ences. However* m die brer editions of ho Dju™ qJ Enr^sn CAnUztitim, m 
Msn Afdarr *nd to I Wtsi HtppmrJ in Horary* lus point of view hi* 

assumed a Marxist * I an r which *pp]ie! to indent Near Eaitvm ccuulinofis m- 
ippfOpfRU' fn trgori^ His rocem midc, H The Uffcmi Rfvoluaan/* tn 
Touti Jtes'irj'p XX[ (Uvtrpool,, 1950)* j-17. iful hu recent L. T. Hob- 

house MernoraJ Lecture* ° Socul Worlds of Knowledge " (Lass Jan. 1^49)* 
jeetn f'i embody a change of vicwpaintr A* regards the term urhan 

revolution , 1,1 it can m no way be applied ti> Egypt, ai we dull vx w e*m if we should 
accept it, with the iqtulihcationa stated in our text, tor die numnai from pit* 
history to history m Mnopouniii- 
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life, is* in the form in which we arc familiar with it, a product of 
the " industrial revolution/ 8 and emphasis on dm contrast mars 
our perspective when we view earlier situations. 

About 400 a.c. roughly three-quartefj of the Athenian burghers 
owned sonic land in Attica* 1 and as recently as the European Middle 
Ages our contrast urban-rural 18 was unknown. Ae that time 
the city was as distinct a social institution as it has ever been, but 
it was intimately related with the land. Trevelyan writes : 

In the Fourteenth Century the English town was still a rural usd 
agricultural community as well as a centre of industry and commerce ,, 
ouwide [ay the * town fields," unoiriotcd by hedges, where each citizen- 
larnicr cultivated bis own strips of comlami ; and each graced his 
tank and sheep on the common pasture of the town. ... In 1 
ir was laid down by Parliamentary Statute thjt in ha rvcst-tiiue journey- 
men and apprentices should he called on to by aside their crafe and 
should be compelled " to cut. gather and bring in rhe com " : mayors, 
bail its v and constables of towns were to see this done, 1 

In Mesopotamia, then, many of the townspeople worked dicir 
own fields. And the life of all was regulated by a calendar which 
harmonised society's progress through the year with the succession 
of the seasons. A recumi tg sequence of religious fori vals interrupted 
all business and routine at frequent intervals; several days in each 
month were set aside for the celebration of die completion by die 
moon of one ot its phases, and of other natural occurrences. The 
greatest annual event in each city, which might last as long as twelve 
days, was the New Years festival, celebrated at the critical point 
of the farmer $ year when nature's vitality was at a low ebb and 
everything depended upon a turn of the tide. Society, involved 
eo die extent of Its very' life, could not passively await the outcome 
of the conflict between the powers of death and revival. With 
great emotional intensity it participated by ritual ac& in die 
vicissitudes of the gods in whom were personified tile generative 
forces of nature. The mood of these urban celebrations, as late as 
Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian times p shows that the main issue was 
still the maintenance of the bond with nature. 

We do not know for what reasons certain of the nature god* 
became connected with a given city. We only know thir the 

1 Thu nutter has t«n wadfcd by Professor Elizabeth Vhmt in her inaugural 
lecture "Fob en itad* (Amsterdam^ 1^47), ’who quota BwoItrSwoboda, 
CfKfkifiif Staauku^ U. pu mil a]u> Zmmm, Tht Cr«Jt C*mrnutwtshk* 
all: 1 Greek civilization 1% in a scnse h urban. hut m bi±it n agncultseal an A ibr 
btteto of ihc open country nJow through Pjdumcnt and the market place.” 

1 C. M Tr^vdyan, English Social History (London, 1946), 28, 
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city, as soon as U became recognizable, appears as the property of 
one god* although other deities were worshipped there as well 
The city god was sometimes viewed as an absentee landlord, always 
difficult of approach and apt to express himself somewhat casual)y 
in signs and portents, dreams and omens of dubious meaning. 
Yet a misunderstanding of die commands thus conveyed was 
likely to provoke the calamity of divine anger. 

It is in keeping with the tenor of Mesopotamian religiosity at all 
limes that the relationship between the dry and its divine owner 
could be conceived only as one of complete dependence 1 Through¬ 
out we meet with the sombre conviction that man is impotently 
exposal to the impact of a turbulent and unpredictable universe, 
Tim feeling was rationalized in theology, which taught that man 
was created especially to serve the convenience of the gods. In 
the Epk of Crastimt man was brought into being after Marduk* 
the creator, had remarked casually : 

Let him be burdened with the toil of tile gods that they may freely 
breathe. 


The same view is implied in an older, Sumerian, myth in which 
EnBl breaks die earth's crust with a pickaxe so dm men may sprout 
forth like plants. And the other gods surround Enid and beg him 
to allot to them serfs from among the Sumerians who arc breaking 
forth from the earth, 1 

The belief that man fulfilled die purpose of lus being by serving 
the gods had very remarkable consequences for the structure of 
only Sumerian society. Since the citizens projected the sovereigncy 
of their community into their god, they were all equal in his 
service. In practice this service took the form of a ci>-operative 
effort which was minutely organized. The result was a planned 
society, and the remains of the Protolitcrate period show that it 
existed then, although it is better known from Early Dynastic 
times. 3 


1 We have tihetuaed thewkett the feeling of jelkktv whkh pervades 
Mesopotamian reunion - Kingihip mJ tl ir Gfl£r (Chicago* 1948j* 277-81. 

1 Jountj} vf i\fjr Eastrm Siwties, V (194ft}, 137. 

4 A. Datrtcl piibMtrd and iWnued die tests. See his “Die tmntristlir 
Tertipdwi rtsduft jurZdr Umksgmai raid seiner Vargang^r/' Amtfciij 
II (Rome, 1931). 71-113 Hb pupil* in rcunoiaiu, published a study tm which 
WC have largely drawn : Atma sdinridcr. Die Sumtriuhc TtmptflldJl' “ Plctige 
luauwissemchafrikhc barrage," IV (Fuseup 1920). The Pmteliieraic tablet* 
oSer * mrELictii bim far the view that the orpnintimi of Eady Dptioc umd 
ccnniiucd m mart rapetn that which m treated at the beginning of Meso¬ 
potamian history. 
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We must start by distinguishing two interlocking but distinct 
social institutions. The political unit was the ciry ; the economic- 
religious unit the temple community. Each temple owned lands 
which formed the estate of its divine owners. Each citizen belonged 
to one of the temples* and the whole of a temple community— 
the officials and priests, herdsmen and fishermen* gardeners* crafts¬ 
men, stone cutters, merchants, and even slaves—was referred to 
as " the people of the god X* M Ideally one can imagine one 
temple community to have formed the original kernel of each 
dty ; but whether this situation ever prevailed we do not know, 
since the Early Dynaspe tablets acquaint us with does comprising 
several temples with their estates,* 

Part of the temple land was actually worked by all fat all, or 
again p to put it in the terms of the ancients, by all m the service 
of die god. This part of the land—not more than one-fourth of the 
whole m a ease we can check—was called mjpmtaTand, a term 
which may be translated “ Common/' since die land involved was 
cultivated by the community as a whole. A second parr* called 
iur-Iand* was divided into allotments which were assigned to 
members of the community for thdr support, A third part, 
called Om^dhland, was let out to tenants at a rent amounting 
to from one-third to one-sixth of the yield. Most of this rent 
could be paid in grain, but a small pare had to be paid in silver. 

The temple supplied the sbed-corn t draft oniinakanti implements 
for the cultivation of die Common and high and low worked 
every year in the * fields of the god/ s repairing die dikes and canals 
as a t&rv/e. The £ttr,gu t or priest, who stood at die head of the temple 
community assigned the shares in the communal tasks. He appeared 
as bailiff of the god and was assisted by a nnWiiib, or steward, who 
supervised labour* magazines, and administration. Stores of grain 
which had accumulated were not merely used fin seed-corn* nor 
were they exclusively at the disposal of the priest* to be used for 
sacrifices and lot the sustenance of the temple personnel Tile 
prints* like everyone else* had ilirir allotments to support thcuH 
selves* and the fruits oi communal labour returned m pare to 
die citizens m the form of rations of barley and wool, which 
were distributed regularly, iuJ extra rations, supplied on feast dap. 

1 Hie city god was, for political purpose*, uiJ often dsq a* regani* [be 
rraporamir of ha temple, the chief god of ike ctry + But ” the chief god owned 
only his own temple”* land. Hu rdstiunjlup to the other gods ttiiy most probably 
be compared to that of rhr headman of a village 10 other taisdownm and their 
holdings m the village f* (lliorkikl jacobsai m 1 Or^jinj* .in fnmzjuaurtj 
Genital Gwfftf in AjttbtepttL'gy. Selected Reading* Serir* tl (Chicago, 1946)* 2j|. 
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Although the amounts of rations were not equal, not the talks 
assigned to all men equally burdensome, we observe here a fact 
unparalleled in the ancient world, namely, that in principle all 
members of the community were equal. All received rations as 
well as allotments to support themselves; all worked on the 
Common and on the canals and dikes. There was no leisure class. 
Likewise there were no native serfs. Some foreigners and prisoners 
of war were kept as slaves, but private people possessed very few, 
if any. Slaves worked in the temple alongside tee-men as portent 
and gardeners. Slave girls were kept in considerable numbers as 
spinners, and they helped in the kitchens, the brewery, and the sties 
where pigs were fattened. 

The all o tme n t* differed in size, even when assigned to men of 
the same profession, and we cannot explain the differences. There 
is no evidence of large estates in the hands of single members of 
the temple community, but we may suppose that the existence of 
several temple communities in one city may have made it possible 
for some men to dispose oi allotments in more than one of them. 
We know of a ttuhmJa who had about tao 3crcs and a supervisor 
of the herb magazines who owned about 80 acres. 1 But such 
conditions represent deviations from the original system. Mure 
ri gro fi ew u »s the fact that even die smallest allotment entered in 
the temple lists—a gm, or seven-eights of an acre—would suihcc 
to keep a man. Monogamy and tlic scarcity of slaves would, in 
any case, limit the area which one family could cultivate. 

Women arc also listed as holders of allotments, and this means 
tliat they served the community in some function or other. For 
the basic rule of the temple community was that a person received 
land for his sustenance because be put his specialized skill at the 
service of all: the shepherd and the fisherman, die carpenter and 
die smith, provided the temple magazines with certain quantities 
of their produce or simply devoted all dicir rime to work on temple 
property. 

The magazines (Fig, 19) * contained an immense variety of 
articl es : grain, tr iune seed as the raw material for oil, onions and 
other vegetables, beer, dates, wine (which was rare), fish (dried 

1 Schneider, «p. at., JS. 

1 The jlliwixatioii ilwvss a reenimruenao. warranted tn all ewennal dciatli. 
of an Early Dviusnt temple excavated at Kiutjjih by tie Iraq Expedition of the 
Oriental The were husk against the tmidc of the oval 

enclosure will They surround! entirely the platform supporting the shrine and 
tbc open space in horn of it. See ft. Delougaz. TV Tempi* Oval at Kfuifyak 
(Chicago, JSMo), 
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or salted), fat, woo), skins* huge quantities of reeds and rushes used 
for ceilings and for torches* temporary structures, mats for floor 
coverings and hangings, wood of many kinds, asphalt (used wherever 
any tiling had co be waterproof), valuable stones like marble and 
thorite, co be made into statues and eule objects such as offering- 
stands, ritual vessels* and the macthcads of the temple guards. The 
stone, and some of the wood* was imported by merchants, who 
also brought from Elam aromatics wliich T in the 11 oil house/* 
were made into ointments with a base of animal fan Tools were 
owned by the temple in great quantities and given out on loan. 

All these articles and materials were checked and booked upon 
arrival and either stored or worked up within the temple prednets. 
Carpmicrs made ploughs and other implements, kept them in 
repair, and built chariots, and probably ships. Tanners prepared 
skins for harnesses and for leather bottles in which milk and oil 
were kept. Wool was prepared, and part ofit spun* by slave girls ; 
the Baba temple at Lagash employed 127 of these, with 30 of their 
children. But only 18 were spinners. The others cleaned and pre¬ 
pared the wool* of which large quantities were used in the export 
trade- A good deal was also distributed as rations to the members 
of the community'. The shearing of the numerous sheep—or rather, 
the plucking of their wool—was done in a special compound outride 
the rtmplc preduces* as was. likewise* the milling of the grain. 

Barley constituted the main crop* but spelt and emmet wheat 
were also grown. Monthly rations of barley went from the 
granaries to die brewery and kitchen of die temple. The brewers 
also took charge of sheep and cattle to be fattened. But tatde were 
scarce, for there was little rich meadow land for grazing. The 
steppe in Iraq will sustain sheep in spring* but the sun bums the 
grass early in die summer ; and even in antiquity the flocks Jiad 
to be tided over the worst period with grain. In some local 
calendars there is a month Pl in which barley is given to die sheep/' 

The common protein food was fish rather than meat. We have 
records of private fishponds, and fifty different kinds of fishes arc 
named in die texts. These also distinguish river fishermen, canal 
fishermen* coast fishermen* and fishermen of the high seas. Sheep 
and goats were kept for milk and wool Oxen were used for 
ploughing, as were also asses* Both oxen and asses were used in 
teams of four head and fed on barley. The native breeds, deterior¬ 
ating in the exhausting climate of the plain, were periodically in¬ 
vigorated by crossing widi animals imported from Persia. Pigs 
were kept in the marshes and were also fattened. 
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Beside extensive cane brakes the temple owned *' woods " : 
these consisted largely of date groves, and there, between the palms, 
other plains were cultivated, such as grapes, figs, pomegranates, 
and mulberries Other groves consisted of timber trees, and 
there were apple orchards where, k seems, the blind were put to 
work.* 

The citizens, when working for the temple, were organized 
in groups or guilds tinder their awn foremen* These divided the 
tasks among the members of the group, were responsible for the 
delivery of the produce, and received the rations for the group. 
Other lists, enumerating the citizens liable for military service, 
suggest chat the men served guild wise with their foremen as cadre. 
But there were also professional soldiers. distinguished in two 
groups, spearmen and shield-bearers. In peace time they worked 
on the Common, harvested reeds in the cane brakes and assisted 
in building operations, 

The specialization and detailed division of labour of the temple 
community, and especially the grouping of ah kinds of labourers 
under foremen responsible for deliveries and receipt of rations p 
offered many opportunities for oppression. But too much can 
be made of the weaknesses of the system- To speak of the B * surplus + * 
of food which must be produced in order to maintain officials as 
well as merchants and craftsmen, and to imply that the officials 
must have been a parasitic class wliich kept the fanners rti subjec¬ 
tion,* leaves out of account several circumstances, of which the 
most important is the climate of the country. Wherever there is 
power there is, inevitably, abuse of power. But the rich soil of 
Mesopotamia, ii well watered, produces food in abundance without 
excessive or continuous roil, Labour in the fields was largely 
seasonal. At seed time and harvest time every able-bodied person 
was no doubt on the land, as was the case in medieval England. 
Bur tile tarmers were not a separate class or caste. Every citizen, 
whether priest, merchant, or craftsman* was a practical farmer who 
worked his allotment to support himself and his dependents* Once 
the seed was so urn and the harvest gathered* plenty of rime remained 
in which special skills could be developed, taught, and exploited- 
There are interesting analogies in villages of our own time, where 

1 Camfoidp . 4 rttfimf ffu tetjr, I. 499. 

* This has been demonstrated by Piofttsor ThorkiU Jacobsen m Icctum at 
Chicago. 

* V. Gordon Childc, Afriri Makes Himself* i$i rl passim. In Sadat WprUt 
Knwlrdgr (London, 1949). *9. he eanam, however, with the view eipraioi 
in our text. 
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often enough a farmer or a labourer is a specialist in some branch 
of craftsmanship. In Europe this condition us rapidly disappearing 
and vm never regularised ; but we may quote two modem African 
instances which will make it cosier for m to imagine how practical 
husbandry and the exercise of crafts and home industry cm go 
together. The modem distances differ, of course, in important 
details bur are instructive nevertheless* Ee is said about the Nucr i 

There are no jperiahzcd and hereditary trade* though certain persons 
may acquire i loci! reputation for skill in mating such things as pipes, 
collars for bulb, canoes or ivory bracelets. These people arc not crafts- 
men by trade* and their activities ccnrre round their cattle, like every 
other Nuer. Their services are normally accepted by odters as pan of 
the integral system of mutual aid which is the basis of every Nucr 
community, and they are repaid by assistance in pastoral or agricultural 
activities or by reciprocal gifts. 1 

For another instance* with a rather peculiar character : 

in West Africa dir Pang we do not make a b urines* of carving and 
wearing ; all such work is done cm the side, in die intervals of fishing 
and farming. But in so far as a man does carve he is the narrowest of 
experts He will manufacture tools but will leav e bow to his neighbour* 
and a spoon carver would never attempt a ladle 1 

We arc rcniindcd of the many names to designate fishermen hi 
Sumerian h even though specialization was certainly less narrow in 
the Mesopotamian cities. 13ut die point t want to make is that, 
for all the guilds and professional skills which w r c find there, the 
population as a whole was concerned with die primary business of 
tillage and cannot be compared with any modem body of city 
dwellers* 

Since a considerable proportion of agricultural and other 
produce passed through the temple magazines, an elaborate system 
of administration was set up. To illustrate die kiml of careful 
accounts kept of the expenses* we JiaU quote a record of die grain 
used in a certain operation. To understand it, it h necessary to 
know that die fields were ploughed twice, first to break up die 
ground, then to sow and cover the seed. For the second ploughing 
a wed funnel was attached to the plough to ensure an even distribu¬ 
tion along the furrow* Since the second ploughing was less heavy 
than the breaking of the ground, the oxen used for it got only- 
half die fodder allotted to the teams used in the first. (Thr 

1 P F. Howell, in Afd*i + No. 144 (J94?) P 

J R. H. Lowitf p Are W* Orihzfd ?\ 10I. 
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Sumerian: measures cm be converted by taking die gan at just 
under an acre and the gur at'about bushels*} 

147 gan arable land* the oxen put m die plough and seed ; 
barley for food of the ploughing oxen , , . gut 

barley for food of the sowing oxen . < * ui ,* 

seed-corn r2f Pi 

waste. ..****. t| .* 

3 6 gm sown m addition 1 

Seed-cam p f * * - J M 

fodder , . 

Together ■ gm arable land. Its grain Expenditure 

for the Common 1 . * 56^ .* 

This grain came Item die temple magazines which had been filled 
by the harvest of the Common. 

In order to make it possible to draw up a budget, the yield 
per acre was estimated, account being taken of whether the land 
was good and arable, newly reclaimed, swampy , or distant from 
water* The monthly allowances of functionatics were Listed* as 
were the monthly supplies to brewery* bakery, and kitchen, and 
the tasks allotted to the guilds of craftsmen* shepherds* fishermen ■ 
and other specialized workers were also Hated in monthly quotas 
All these documents were signed by the snngn and die nulkmdd. 
But the absence of money made simplification imperative, since 
the accounts recorded a continual intake of all kinds of goods* 
and the outflow of similarly varied stores* in the form of rations* 
sacrifices, materials for repairs* goods for trade, and so on—winch 
were not reduced to a common standard of value. It would have 
been impossible to budget from month to month and from voir 
to year unless the book-keeping had been adapted to a somewhat 
simple scheme with fixed ratios prevailing throughout. The 
schematic character of the temple accounts can be seen in the one 
instance which we quoted above; the fodder for the sowing 
oxen wa$ precisely the same quantity as that used for seed. The 
span used to break the ground received precisely twice the amount 
allotted to die span following after with the seed funnel Similar 
simple ratios were used for valuations 1 one gur of barley was 
reckoned equivalent to one gin of silver * one £iir of barley was 
likewise charged as rent foe one g<m of land. It is obvious that such 
equations reduced the innumerable calculations of the temple 
book-keeping to manageable pro p ortions. But it is likewise obvious 
that these simplified and rigid scales never corresponded to the 

1 After Anna 5 d m rider , op. df. r $(_ 
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actual values of goods or services. The margin cannot have worked 
consistently to the detriment of the people, for then the system would 
have collapsed. Consequently p the margin must have been dis¬ 
advantageous to the temple economy which could well afford it and 
which was. in a way, the property of tin? people as a whole, When 
in bad years deliveries of certain goods fell shore of the quantities due 
each month to the temple magazines* debts arose and were duly 
booked and were expected, ultimately, to be paid off Buc, on die 
whole, the organization oi the temple economy aimed at simplicity 
rather than efficiency ; and in the Sumerian city, although it was a 
"planned society/ 1 turn found considerable scope for private enterprise. 

The margin between the schematic values used in dealings with 
the temple and the actual yield of fields, flocks* and workshops must 
have given opportunities tor some accumulation of private wealth 
and hence for barter. Craftsmen could utilize their special skills for 
private commissions as long as they used materials not supplied 
by the temple magazines. The shepherd could dispose of any 
increase in his flock beyond the statutory figure ; the fisherman 
could dispose of the remainder of his catch after delivering to the 
temple his monthly quota. If. therefore, “the people of the god 
X “ —the lemph community — cart be said 10 liave lived under 
a system of theocratic socialism, we must add that dm planned 
economy formed a lord core which was surrounded by an ample 
fringe of private enterprise chat remained free. 1 

That the accumulation of private wealth was accepted by the 
community as a matter of course is shown by die rule that a pro¬ 
portion of die rent of ttm 4 at land had to be paid in silver and not 
in produce. Moreover, the variety of imported articles testifies 
to the scope left to barter. It is true chat the impure and export 
trade was again organized at the centre. Merchants travelled abroad 
to obtain stones* gold* silver, copper* lead, wood* and aromatics 
for the temple. In exchange they could offer gram, dates* onions, 
and similar produce. But their best opportunities were offered 
by the produce, not of die rich Mesopotamian soil, but of die skill 
of the people. Manufactured goods sent abroad included, above all 
(and at all times), textiles — woollen clothing, hangings* and carpets 
— and ako, to judge by the wide distribution of Summon types of 

1 M. David. ” Dcmcrkiuigeu iitr Ledger Kc LbdirifiuinQiTuiLg.' 1 Ra rrw* 
rHisbrire du XIV* |-6 P tus pmuol out iku rhe '* Suiwridkrm^ ” of 
early Sumemn time* ernly fully replaced by a free economy Lender the First 
Babylonian Dynasty, abouc iSoo * r c. Under die Third Dynasty of Ur, pnvict 
property could comm ai houx? ^nd the gifdenj behripmg to diem, buc not ol 
arable field*, which belonged to the temple or to the Lin-*. 
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cools* weapons, and jewellery, meed objects fashioned, in the Plain 
from imported materials. The merchant in those early days was 
concerned exclusively with export and import* He did not conduct 
irade among members of his own community: he exchanged 
locally finished goods for products of oilier dries in the Plain or 
of foreign countries like Elam. It is significant that in re rum for 
hri effort he received an allotment of land—certain proof that he 
was in the service of the community. Moreover, lie had the use of 
a team of donkeys belonging to the temple, no doubt in view of 
his travels (Fig. 20). It seems Likely enough that die merchant! 
found opportunities for private trade on the side, and it remains 
uncertain to what extent they supplied directly the imported 
articles found in houses. In excavations, for instance, hand mills 
consisting of flat stones with roundish grinders were found in every 
house. Yet liu hard volcanic stones used tor them must all have 
been imported. In the private tombs of die end of the Protoliterate 
period lead tumblers and stone vases are common. Ac Khafajah 
copper vessels, and stands for stone food dishes, or drinking cups, 
or lamps, are found in graves of the Second Early Dynastic period. 
The somewhat later cemeteries ai Kish and Ur show even greater 
luxury and refinement. There were found copper mirrors ; copper 
and gold Toiler sets—tweezers, a toothpick* and an carscoop, 
fastened on a ring and carried in 4 small conical case ; pins of copper 
or silver with round lapis lazuli head* , bcadi and animal pendants 
ol alabaster, cam dim* and Lpis lazuli, and other semi-precious 
stones. The silversmith knew how to make tilignin pendants 
and girdle clasps* and even finfr-iinked diains.. 

Most ol these articles were, of course, luxuries* In matters of 
dwelling, food, and do riling, rite country was self-supporting. 
The houses were built of sun-dried bricks and make an entirely 
unpretentious impression. They do not show a regular svstrin of 
planning. Rooms were fitted together as die available plot allowed. 
Doors were low' and arched ; one had so stoop to pass from one 
room to another, Windows were small and high up in the walk 
and fitted with wooden bars or w p idi screens of baked day. But 
the ruins of mud brick do not give a fair impressi on of the setting 
in which these people lived. Wc must imagine die floors Covered 
with smooth* clean rush iiiafr, the walls and benches with gaily 
coloured rugs and blankets. 

The people wore a shawl-hke dress, wound round the waist* 
sometime? with one end pulled round die back and forward over 
the left shoulder (Fig. 2i). It k rendered on the monuments in a 
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manner which suggests sheep or goatskin, but this may be a 
ceremonial dress only, for (t is certain that textiles were warn and. 
they are depicted from the middle of the third millennium onward. 

Thus the actual remains found in the excavations demonstrate 
that the temple community did not impose as rigid a form of life 
on its members as our description may have suggested; and the texts, 
in proving the existence of private property and trade, corroborate 
the elasticity of the system. We know, moreover, that it was able 
to bear the strain of hard times; for it has been calculated 1 that the 
temple received a great deal more grain from the tiigcnna Land and 
as rent than was normally needed. The accumulated reserves were 
made available In an emergency—a better safeguard of the people's 
food supply than reliance on individual providence might have 
been. It seems also that the temple supplied rations during the 
interval between sowing time and harvest, when stores were low.* 
The accounts of die temple do not differentiate between its 
role as central store of the community and its religious function ; 
goods withdrawn for sacrifices are treated exactly like those serving 
for rations. The distinction in function was apparently not made. 
The temple community was a religious institution regulating the 
social life of the community, and the two aspects which we dis¬ 
tinguish were apparently experienced as one and indivisible. 

The temple community seems not, however, to have been a 
political institution. The oldest such institutions of which traces 
have yet been recognized * show the same equal Italian spirit as the 
organization of the religious community. Political authority 
seems originally to have rested with the citizens ; sovereign power 
under the dty god lay in an assembly—presumably consisting of all 
free males—guided by a group of elders who seem, moreover, 
co have been in charge of current affairs. Since the terms for 
" assembly '* and *’ elders ” occur already in the Protoliterate 
tablets, we can surmise that these peculiar political institutions 
existed as long as the cities themselves. 

It is well to recognize the extraordinary character of this urban 
form of political organization. It represents in the highest degree 
the intensified self-consciousness and self-assertion which we 

4 Srbnddcr T up. rif. s 93 £ 

t Tliis sfam the most probable mitrptetaciun of tbe £act than even bolden 
of allotnseijti rcca ved ndom during four monchi, Schneider, ice, l>_i. tecwi 
thu u payment for ftwvdr; but sm« nuny holders of JloTmmtKiudi« mfssmrrii. 
worked fof the temple dl the y^jr round* dais teen is lea likely. 

1 Thorkild Jacobsen, “Primitive Democracy m Ancient Mesopotamia^ 
Journal qJ iV«r Esitm Studio, il (1943), 159-71, 
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rtcognizcd a* distinctive of the innovations oi the Protoliterate 
period* It 15 2 man-made institution overriding die nacuraJ and 
primordial division of society in families and clans. It asserts that 
habitat, not kinship* determines one's affinities. The dty* more¬ 
over, does not recognize outside authority. It may be subjected 
by a neighbour or a ruler ; but its loyalty cannot be won by force, 
for its sovereignty rests witb the assembly of its citizens. Thus* 
the early Mesopotamian dries resembled those of Greece, of the 
Hanseatic League* of Renaissance July, in many respects. In all 
thee cases we meet local autonomy, the assumption that every 
citizen is concerned with ihc common weal, and a small group of 
influential men who deal with current affairs and sometimes impose 
an oppressive oligarchy upon the 111 ias of the people- 

We do nor know whether oligarchic rule ever became a Meso¬ 
potamian institution. Our Prorolkeratc sources arc Too scanty 
to disclose gradations of power within the existing framework. 
And in Early Dynastic times* when the texts became plentiful, 
the framework had collapsed and the old institutions were no 
more than ghostlike survivals of die past. But it was single tide 
rather than oligarchy which had supplanted the assembly. 

The reason for the change U clear; the equaiiramn assembly 
possessed the disadvantages of freedom to an im comm cm degree. 
Subjection to the will of the majority, as expressed in a vow* was 
unknown. The assembly continued deliberation under die guidance 
of the elders until practical unanimity was reached. This might 
be the remit of mie agreement* or of mass emotion* or due to 1 
prudent concurrence of the opponents with a line of action advocated 
by a powerful group. In any case, it was not easily attained : and 
in an emergency when quick decision and purposeful action was 
required, the Mesopotamian city, like the Roman republic, pur 
itself into the hands of a dictator. In Sumer he was called luga^ 
which means ** great man ff and b habitually translated “ king." 1 

1 The word hai mot yet Um found ir Pmtolitrratc texts* a £kr whkh ttaa 
mi prove, of course* that the institution wjj onfcnown in that period, although 
it doei mikf i pmu/flctf case for tlur assumption. On die motmdiAti (Ftgj* 
Mi 44 J a bearded figure in a long garment n throughout the main actor, He 
wem his Iulzt wound found hu bead and gathered in 2 chignon at die bark, 
1 Style usual with ruler? in the Early D> evajik period. But it should be remembered 
that the Fnrtoliterate objeea on which be apptan Jcn^e from Errch wbffe, 
iccordtng to the Ep:e o 3 Gilgamab* there, wu a prrmanan Ling in very early 
moct (This was possibly rammed with the cuk of Inane a.) Note* bowser, 
that even Gtlgaiuah cousubed cbe assembly and the elders before he embarked 
do a ctime of action which emailed the risk of war 1 1 jijmd p/ Nw Bsstcm 
Sludtrj, II, 1 66* dl 44). M Efceh the mlcr was called, not but nt f " lord/ 1 
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Kingship was a fcditf, a 41 reversion:/* or ^return to origin/* 
In other words, the kingly office had a limited tenure \ at the end 
of the emergency' authority reverted to the assembly Rut, tn 
practice* the threat of an emergency was never absent once the 
cities flourished and increased in number. Contiguous fields, 
questions of drainage and irrigation* die safeguarding of supplies 
by procuring safety of transit— all these might become matters of 
dispute between neighbouring dries. We can follow dirough 
five or sbe generations a futile and destructive war between Umma 
and Lagadi with a few fields of arable land as the stakes. Under 
such conditions die kingship seems to have become permanent in 
certain cities. 

Elsewhere the concentrated authority called for by the dangers 
to which the comm unity was frequently exposed was conferred 
upon leaders who held important permanent offices. Some of 
these were exalted enough to enable their holders, when emergencies 
arose, to exercise power similar to dm of the fogal The ssugu or 
mihaiidii in the temple of flic oty god was the administrative leader 
of the most important temple community in die rity^ For liim to 
become the political leader of die city was perfectly feasible, but in 
such a case die official who had usurped the prerogatives of a ruler 
assumed* instead of die secular tide iugal, a tide emphasizing bis 
dependence on the city god and proclaiming, by implication* the 
god 1 * agreement with Iris rule. This tide was cnsi t best translated 
as governor Pl (viz. of the god,) 

Whether or t:m w the dry ruler m Mesopotamia did not 
derive his position from any innate superiority or right of birth. 
He acted either on behalf of die assembly, or as steward of the real 
sovereign, the city god, In theology, personal rule was sanctioned 
by a doctrine of divine election which remained the toundation 
of kingship down to die end of die Assyrian empire. Divine 
approval could he withdrawn at any timc t and the formation of a 
dynasty, die succession of the son to die throne of the father, 
although known already in Early Dynastic times* had no basis in 
the theory' of kingship but was interpreted in each case as a sign of 
favour bestowed by die gods. These limiting conceptions of the 
monarchy reflect die preponderant influence of rhe ary m Meso¬ 
potamian thought. Monarchy remained a problematical institution 
and failed, therefore, to become an instrument of unity as k did in 
Egypi- U carried in some degree the taint of usurpation, especially 
in early times. 

The task ot the etui in the main wa* to coordinate the temple 
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communities within the city. To each he signed a share in the 
common casks on buddings, catlap and dikes. These fpn'/irf 
were then divided among die guilds and individual members of a 
community by its wngu or rtuWiiW. The crisi dealt* furthermore, 
with niatiers of defence and trade, in other vordb, with foreign 
affairs. The professional soldiers were tinder his direct and personal 
command and formed an important source of his power within 
the city.. Like every other citizen, he received an allotment for 
his sustenance ; hut his fields were part of the Common and were 
cultivated by the people as pan of dieir communal usk. Here, 
again, was an opportunity for abuse of power. Moreover, it 
became customary to aeknowledge tin nur's exalted position by 
offering him presents on the festivals of the gods. He also took a 
fee for making legal decisions or decreeing a divorce, and imposed 
certain taxes. While he administered the main temple of the 
city, he appointed members of hti family 10 bead other temple 
comm mil ties. 

Although the assembly seems not ro have been superseded 
entirely, the effective power of the tmi was preponderant ; and 
what had been the original strength of Sumerian society p its integra¬ 
tion. with the temple organization* became its weakness when the 
leaders of the temple communities utilized the need for leadership, 
which die growth of tlie cities called forth, to oppress the pcople. 
We know, for instance, chat one mri sequestered fields assigned to 
him on the Common and used them to build up an hide pen dent 
11 estate of the palace/* modelled on that of the temple. The tablets 
from Fara show how varied -m assortment of people had become 
directly dependent, upon the om ; scribes* chamber tas its. het aids, 
pages, cupbearers, huilers, cooks, rnuskkns, and all kinds of 
craftsmen. 1 An equalitarian s*>ciety had been thoroughly trans¬ 
formed, and the power assumed by the ruler was reflected in tilt 
presumptions and extortions of his officials, [n lact, the Parly 
Dynastic period ends, in Lagash* m an abortive attempt to move 
1 The munirrmoti rrcalh the ^>caJlfd H * Royal Tombi ,+ of Ur, where* 
under wudkioiu which nc ^ yet dhicufr. 4 0 ik)y wsdety luJ been bunci 
m all its iplendauc The nchrs discovered in dsrttc btnba, which belong to the 
very mti die Huly Dynastic and appear far removed tram the inn pie 

Co-operative wnttf of the uka 1 temple community winch we luve described, 
rceatI Homer aud Mahuy rather thin Hesiod md Pint Pinwman Simre S idne y 
Smith incited in 1508 {JuumnJ of die RjyjJ AsimtU SflnWjr {jgjS), if 49 f£} rhjt 
fbese rich tamb, edutittliag immcroui jrEtiulajta killed ihe main occupant 
was buried, derived tram the pcttbrmjjici: of a u feniliry riie, M the dbciUsaOft 
has eotiimiicci wtthsnat leading to 4 deceive rnndtinrai. See my Kingship mid ike 
4^0, il. ta 
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against the current and restore the theocratic form of its ideal proto¬ 
type to Sumerian society. An ensi* called Urubigim, states that he 
" contracted with die god Ninginu (the city god of Lagash) that 
he would not deliver up the orphan and the widow to the powerful 
manJ He also pur a stop to specific abuses : 11 he toot the ships 
away from the master of the boatmen * he took die sheep and 
asses away from the hcad-herdsnum * , , He took away from 
the heralds the tribute which the sangus paid to the palace.” These 
“ changes/ 1 and many like them, listed in the so-called reform texts, 
mean diat the prerogatives usurped by die foremen and officials 
were abolished and that these rights were vested once more 
exclusively in the temple as a vital organ of die comm unity, 

Urukagina also ended abuses introduced by his own pre¬ 
decessors ; he forbade, to use his own words, m that oxen of the 
god plough the onion plot of the ensi" He lowered the fees for 
interments and for prayer services. He vindicated the right of the 
lowly man to his property z 

When a good donkey hii been bom to a royal soldier (?)„ and his 
foreman has said to him* 11 ] will buy it from thee"—if lie then lets 
him buy— he shall say : " Weigh out unto nie silver a,v murk as b 
pleasing to my heart.” And if he does not let him buy, the foreman 
shall not molest Mm* 

It is, of course* possible to suppose that Urukagina* by curbing the 
power of prominent people, was trying* not only to restore the 
temple communities to their original purity, but also to win the 
support of the Common people for himself In any case, factors 
outside his control interfered with his plans. He was attacked by 
the ruler of the neighbouring city of Uimrn and destroyed. 

The abuses Urukagina tried to abolish were* in essence, those 
which vitiate the realization of any political ideal Weaknesses 
peculiar to Mesopotamia, however, became dear when serious 
attempts were made to establish a unified state eaniprbtug all the 
separate cities. This change was attempted by Saigon of Akkad 
and his successors [Fig. 2 a). 1 Saigon had been a high oificial under 
a king of Kish, and about 2340 he founded a city of his own, 
Akkad. He defeated Lugakaggcsi* die conqueror of Urukagina, 
and other city rulers who opposed him, until he was paramount 

1 Tr amlari fKi of Cob xii, aj-ti, afrrrThpfldHj^keE 

1 The hed Li mialxd but represent* in ail probability me ol die Akkulrin 
Irinov The r.yti iverc inlaid with pteQOm maCfilLili alid had been chiselled on: 

by robber*. 
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throughout the country* Similar successes had been achieved 
before his time, but they had always been short-iivcd. And while 
SargaVs rise to power conformed entirely to the older pattern, a 
piecemeal subjection of other cities, lie struck out a new course in 
consolidating hb position. Thb time the state survived its founder 
for several generations. The novelty of his approach may be 
due to the bet that he represented a northern element in the 
Mesopotamian population which now became dominant for the 
first rime. This b indicated by the inscriptions i royal inscriptions 
and many business documents began to be written in the Semitic 
language which h called Akkadian, This change, in particular, 
is responsible fat the opinion held by some scholars that the rise 
of Sargon represents a foreign conquest: 1 and it is true that the 
language points to the middle Euphrates and adjoining territories 
as its country of origin. But this region had been permeated by 
Mesopotamian culture for centuries, and people from that quarter 
cannot be called foreigners in the ordinary sense of the word. 
Already in Protolitcrate rimes Sumerian civilization had moved 
northwards dong the two rivers, os the Al Ubatd culture (probably 
also Sumerian) lod done in prehistoric times. As Roman influence 
in barbaric Europe can be traced by means of coins, the infiiience of 
Protolucratt Mesopotamia throughout tile ancient Near East can 
be traced by the distinctive cylinder scab of the period. They ore 
found as far to the north as Troy, as far to the south as Upper 
Egypt, as tor to the ease os middle, or even north-east Persia * At 
Brak + on the Khabur in northern Syria, 500 miles north of Erech, 
has been discovered a temple built on the plan of those in the 
south, containing similar objects and decorated with cone mosaics* 1 
later, in Early Dynastic times, Ishtar temples at Mari ott the 
Euphrates and at Assur on the Tigris were equipped with statues 
of Sumerian style, representing men in Sumerian dress . 1 Thus it 
is obvious chat tboe existed along die two great rivers a cultural 
continuum within which people could move without creating a 
disturbance in the fabric of dvilkatiom And the change of Language 
to which we have referred, points to a gradual but continuous drift 
of people towards the south* as if the cultural influences emanating 

1 Tbfi view hii been refuted by Thorkrid Jacobsen, l+ "Hie Assumed CauEki 
of Sumexiim ami Sculhti in Early Mesopotamia*! Hteocj/’ JvumJ 0/iik Averina* 
Qritntil Sadtiy, LIX [i9ip) K 485-95+ 

1 Frankfort, C/Jinilrr 127 C 

*hL EL L, MaUowjn, M Excavaikuu at Bnk W Chagar Bmr*' Jr^. DC 
[London, 15147J. 

1 Walter Andne, Dir hrfttef Tcmptl in ,ii-w {Lrifttig, 1901), 
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from Sumer attracted those who had come under its spelh Evidence 
of this movement is contained in Early Dynastic inscriptions. The 
thoroughly Sumcnajiixcd people of Mari, who had adopted the 
Sumerian script, inscribed their status in Akkadian. The same 
seems to have happened at Khafajah near Baghdad. At Kids, a tittle 
farther to the south, the population seems to have been bilingual. 1 

These observations in die field of language are valuable pointers; 
there may have beer] other * in tangible, differences between the 
northern and the southern elements in the population of Meso¬ 
potamia, differences which would distinguish two strains with 
distinct cultural traditions. And although the old view* that the 
accession of Sargon of Akkad represen es a foreign conquest is 
untenable, his reign truly marks a new beginning* In the arts a 
new spirit finds magnificent expression, and in statecraft an entirely 
new attempt is made to create a political unity which would 
comprise the city states but surpass their scope* and which had no 
precedent in the past.* The house of Sargon appears as a succession 
of rulers consistently claiming kingship over the whole land ; 
and It is possible that their political ideal was nor unrelated with 
the fact that they were free, as their predecessors were not, from 
the traditional viewpoint which grasped political problems ex¬ 
clusively in terms of the city. For among most semitie-speakmg 
people kinship provides the supreme bond. It is possible that die 
Akkadian-speaking inhabitants of middle and northern Mesopo¬ 
tamia had always acknowledged loyalties which went beyond the 
dry proper. In Sumer there is no sign of the existence of such 
loyalts.es, nor was there a political institution which over-arched 
the sovereignty of the separate cities. But of Sargon a chronicle 
reports : “ He seeded his palace folk for thirty-three miles and 
reigned over the people of all Lands." 1 The first part of this entry 
suggests that Sargon allotted parts of lands of temple communities 
to his own followers, thus overriding the ago-old local basis of 
land rights. No conqueror could rely on die loyalty of the defeated 
dries* and it seems as if Sargon built up a personal following, 
perhaps exploiting kinship ties in die wide sense of tribal loyalty. 
Under his grandson Naramsm, governors of cities styled themsdves 
" slave of the king " 

1 jfcwf of the Ammm Oriental Soiiety, LIX (1939), 400. 

*Hewcvcr, Lugiiiiggess. wkata Saigon overthrew,, had assumed the cue 
of " Kin" of the Land. 1 ' 

1 Lr W> King* 0tnnkks emerrmng Err?)" Babylonian Kings, XU $ s Sidney 
Sindh, Early Mrtftry <?/ A&yriL, pj. 
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Saigon also seems to Slave made a bid for the loyalty of the 
common people. This appears from a change in the formula for 
oaths. 1 The name of the king could now he invoked alongside 
the gods. Tliis had a definite practical significance : if an agree¬ 
ment thus sworn to was broken, or if perjury was committed, the 
king was involved and would make it his business to uphold the 
right of the injured party. This was of die utmost importance, 
for the judge had originally been merely an arbitrator, whose 
main task was the reconciliation or satisfying of both parties. He 
had had no power to enforce his decisions ; and if a man without 
personal prestige did not have a powerful patron to ** overshadow 
him/ 11 there was little chance of his finding satis Action in court. 
The new oath formula put the king in the position of the patron 
of all who swore by his name; in practice he constituted a court 
of appeal lor the whole land, independent of the dries—a step of 
the greatest importance in the development of Mesopotamian 
law and society. Another srep towards unification of die country 
was the introduction of a uniform calendar. Hitherto cadi city 
had had its own, with its own month names and festivals. Finally* 
the existence of a single monarch, who styled himscll " King of 
the Four Quarter* of the World." served as a perpetual reminder 
of the unity of the state.* 

[fp rcssure from the outside world could be relied upon to bring 
about national unity, Mesopotamia would no doubt have become 
a single state on the lines bid down by the kings of Akkai For 
the country was at ail times exposed to great dangers. Civilized 
and prosperous, but lacking natural boundaries, it tempted 
mountaineers and steppe dwellers with the possibilities of easy loot. 
Raids could be dealt with by the cities, but the large-scale invasions* 
which recurred every few centuries, required a strong central 
government* to be repelled. The safeguarding of the trade routes, 
too, went beyond the competence of individual cities, and one would 

1 So F. W r Getrs and ThozkJd Jacobsen : see Frankfon, Ktsigjhip mi jAf 
Crfdt. 4 o6, il 3 j. 

1 Frankfort,!«. dt 

1 The Akltadim mien were themselves jpprcnUy too close to the period 
of local autonomy co draw up a single kmg list for the whole bmi This w^i 
done under Uiuhcgd (Gk 3100 the dbttoyct of die Gmijn Hinders who had 

overthrown the rule of Akkjd. LkuhegJ's M pride m new independence and 
tn thr 1 kinship * which lud been brought hick " Jed tn the cornpilnion of the 
country-wide list in whkh the tmdirionil Hits nf Joed tuJen of the important 
cins were combined (ThorkiM Jacobsen, The Sumerum King List , Chicago, 1939). 
Thus 1 couccpaou of kingship established by the Sargunid dynasty wu projected 
kno the past. 
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expect them to have co-operated in a national effort. Indeed, we 
find an epic. M The King of Battle/* which describes how Sargon 
of Akkad, an the request of Mesopotamian merchants trading in 
Anatolia, went there with an army to champion their cause. The 
story may well reflect an actual occurrence, for Sargor/s grandson. 
Maramsrn, built a strong castle at Brak on the Kliabur, and the 
lumber used in its construction included not only poplar and plane, 
but also frdn elm, oak, and pine, which must have been imported , 1 
The Akkadian kings thus undertook a task which occupied all 
succeeding rulers of the land. Even in die first millennium, the 
annual sweep of the Assyrian army up into the mountains of 
Armenia and down towards the west was a sustained and systematic 
attempt to keep the mountaineers in check ; for, with the unlimited 
possibilities of retreat into their remote valleys, it was impossible 
to subject them permanently. From Sargon of Akkad on. kings 
knew that it was necessary to maintain a unified and centralized 
state ■ it was necessary to dominate the borderlands sufficiently to 
meet aggression there ; in short, imperialism was the only guarantee 
of peace. 

One would expect to find the people rallying to the new order 
imposed by the Akkadian kings, especially since a feeling of national 
coherence did exist. The Sumerians had a phrase, “ the black- 
headed people/' to designate themselves as an ethnic time; and 
the gods Enid and Aim, among others, were worshipped diraughour 
the land. But diis feclme had never found expression in 3 political 
form ; it remained without effect* it seems, on die country's history. 
The particularism of the cities was never overcome. At each new 
accession of a king in Akkad, the land rose in revolt* Far from 
tallying against the barbarians, the people attempted to revert to 
the loci autonomy which had been the rule before die rise of Sargon. 
Similar conditions persisted throughout the country's history. 
For example, die discoveries at Tell Arniar (indent Eshnunna) 
illustrate the prevalence of local over national considerations. 
The ruler of that dry collaborated with the A monies who ravaged 
the country after die (all of the Third Dynasty of UT ; the barbarians 
were tolerated, and perhaps even aids red in their attacks on neigh¬ 
bouring towns, which were incorporated into the state of Eshntmna 
after the Amorites had looted them.* 

Under die Akkadian kings the tragic pattern of Mesopotamia's 

1 irchf. PC (1947), 11- 

1 H. Frankfort, S . Ltaytl, ami T- Jaeotsai, llr Cintitei 7 *njsk and iht Pulxt 
efike Rufm al 7 VN Aimer (Chicago, 1940), 4, 177-Bo. 
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history became visible. About 2180 b.c, their dynasty collapsed 
under tile onslaught of the Guri from the Zagros mountains. 
Combined invasions of Elamites and Amorires ended the empire 
of the Third Dynasty of Ur in 2025 B.c. The invasions of Hit cites 
and Kassiic? ended the empire of Hamnuuabrs dynasty in i$ 9 S 
The invasion of the Medes destroyed the Assyrian empire (611 
fi.cj) The attack of Cyrus the Persian ended Nco^BabyIonian 
rule (539 BrC,) 

The absence of safety and stability in the political field is entirely 
in keeping with the prevailing mood of die conimy. Meso¬ 
potamia achieved her triumphs in an atmosphere of deep disquiet. 
The spirit pervading her most important writings is one of djs~ 
belief in man's ability to achieve lasting happiness. Salvation might 
be experienced emotionally in the annual festivals of the gods, 
bur was not a postulate of theology. 


IV. EGYPT, THE KINGDOM OF THE TWO LANDS 


The ancient Egyptians said that Memes p who first ruled at Tki$* J 
brought rise whole of die laud under his control. They designated 
him as the first king of a Erst dynasty and thus tin equivocally 
marked the unification of their land as the beginning of their history 1 
If we allow for the telescoping of events by which tradition often 
credits a single person with the achievements of two or more 
generations, we may say that archaeological discoveries have 
corroborated this tradition 4 The establishment of the single 
monarchy appears* indeed, as die political aspect of the birth of 
Egyptian civilization. 

We possess contemporary monuments on which two Upper 
Egyptian kings—” Scorpion P * 1 and Narmcr—record their con¬ 
quests in the north country. A votive niacchcad (Fig. 26) shows 
the earlier of die two—Scorpion—at the opening of a canal. He 
wears the tall white crown which in historical times symbolized 
dominion over Upper Egypt. Above this main scene appear 
emblems of divinities placed on standards which serve as gallows 
TO tekkyt birds ; these birds* in all probability* designate inhabitants 
of Lower Egypt, 1 Scorpion seems co have subjected the whole 
Nile valley* for his monuments hive been found as far north as the 
quarries of Turah* near Cairo. 

Narmer, however* extended his power even over the marsh¬ 
lands of the Delta and appears, therefore, as the true prototype of the 
legendary Mcncs. Among several monuments of his which have 
been preserved, a large votive palette of slate (Figs, 27; 38) is the 
most important. It seems ro be a concrete record of the unification 
of Egypt or, at least, of an important stage in its realization. On 
one side, Narmcr, wearing the crown of Upper Egypt, destroys 

1 Near Abydm, tn Upper Egypt {Fig- 31) 

1 The name u written with the sign of the scorpion* bur we do hoe know how 
it waa pronoimrocL 

4 Alexander Sdiartf l+ Ardiacologiichr firitJat^e zur Frage Jet Enlttchung 
der Hieroglypbatsdirift/* Sttzw g far kh tt da Bmfabthm Akademh da Wiuen- 
Abt . (194*), Heft ip 1 o p a. 17, Gunn, Aftffidta du Service der 
A ntiquifh de l Egyptf, XXV 1 + 177 fL, M teen in the rehhyt die people" from 
Lower Egypt. Gardiner, Ancient Egyptian Qniimiitua, I. ico-fi, discussed the 
use of the word at length m 3 hrdttted to accept Gwm\ conduiiott because in 
brer times ihry are not coniined ro Lower Egypt ; bur by din* die term* and 
the osc of the lapwing n^n, had become jpuedy convamoftaL 
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a chieftain'of the northern marshes. On the other side# the king, 
now weiring the crown of Lower Egypt* inspects a number of 
beheaded enemies. Thus Namier is shown as the Erst 1 Lord of 
the Two Lands/ 1 

But it would be a mistake to read the Namier palette as a mere 
tale of conquest. The " unification of the Two Lands " was, to 
the Egyptians* not only the beginning of their history, but also the 
manifestation of a preordained order which extended far beyond 
the political sphere and bound society and nature in an indestructible 
harmony. Of this order Pharaoh was die champion. Throughout 
historical times the texts proclaimed this conviction* and pictorial 
art expressed it by great compositions in which the towering figure 
of the king destroys* single-handed, the misguided wretches who 
have sided with chaos in opposing Pharaoh’s regimen. It is 
significant that diis aspect of Pharaoh's power should be expressed 
in art for the first time in the reign of Namier. 1 

To appreciate the novelty of the design of the Narmcr palette, 
we must investigate its antecedents Material and shape proclaim it 
as a specimen of a common type of toilet article : throughout 
prcdynasric times slate palettes (Fig. 4) had been used for the grind¬ 
ing of a jjrcen powder which, put on die lids, protected the eyes 
against glare and infection. On the Narmer palette, too, a round 
space is $et aside for this purpose* even though the size of the object 
seems to preclude actual use. Now palettes* as well as combs, 
knife-handles* and so on, had been embellished with reliefs during 
the last phase of die predynastic period. Among such decorated 
objects* two treat new- subjects. The Era* an ivory knife-handle 
found at Gebel eJ Arak in Upper Egypt (Figs *+}- show* 
on one side, the pursuit of game, a motif which reenn on other 
objects of the age ; on the other side is depicted a battle. 
The second, the Hunters' palette (Fig. asj show's mo groups 
of men who have joined forces in an attempt to destroy lions* 
perhaps because these infested wasteland which had to be re¬ 
claimed- The two groups are identified by standards carried in 
their midst; 

The battle scene and the hunting scene arc without parallels 
in predynasuc times. But they are like wise unconnected with 

1 We confine muidvcs to tiu.v* die m®'.\ obvious, aspect of the Namtrr pdetic 
4j j work of art. But in extnardjmn- lignifinuuac for th s hrnory of art hu 
Tremdy been fully ducoocd by R A. Orocacwe^ni^Frmttbft, Ancti and Mov*- 
rnzm. An Essay On Spate uni Tim* in ih* RjcfttKntttimd /In cf the Ancient Ntar 
Fjiti (London iml Cbug!Od lySt h ao- 3 « 
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later Egyptian art. Their novelty consists in the rendering of com- 
munal action, their un-Egyptian character in the manner of that 
rendering. Both knife-handle and palette present a faithful record 
of the actual course of events : groups of men are engaged in combat 
or move together towards game. We must suppose that some of 
the figures stand for leaders or chieftains, but there is nothing by 
which we can identify them. Each scene shows the melee character¬ 
istic of the occasion. But to the Egyptian of historical times such 
a veristic rendering was totally unacceptable, Ic hid the true 
significance of occurrences by merely rendering their ourward 
appearance. However large the masses that moved in battle, built 
temples or pyramids* went into the deserts to quarry stone or mine 
gold, they were moved by die will of their divine ruler. Art 
was adequate to its purpose only if it stressed this fact* It did so 
by using, throughout two and a half mille nni a, variants of Namier’s 
composition. Note that on the macchcad of Scorpion, the classical 
Egyptian viewpoint is not yet rendered in its puriry : men are 
shown to assist the ruler ; * and the strangled rekhyf-birds swing 
from the Standards of the gods. On some other fragments which 
antedate Nanncr* the divine standards art provided with hands 
to show their active participation in a ruler's victory. But on the 
Namier palette* as on all monuments of historical tunes. Pharaoh 
aces alone. The standards of the gods have become adjuncts to his 
progress (Fig. 28), and men are merely followers ; no act of theirs 
can be significant beside his own, 

[f the characteristic Egyptian conception of kingship first 
received pictorial expression under Namier* it found its first literary 
embodiment in a famous text which, from internal evidence, must 
likewise be assigned to the formative years of Egypt. 3 This is the 
so-called Memphite Theology. The lasting value of the theory of 
kingship which ic expounded is shown by the fact char the only 
copy now extant was made as late as the reign of king Skabaka 
m the eighth century E.c. Moreover* it relates the theory with an 
act of Mcncsp the founding of Memphis. The text concerns us r 

1 For the unique feature* of r.hit sente see H, A. Graciuwf^ci^FrmkfDit^ 
try, fit, 19. 

*Thc se-olkd Bull and Lion ydcncs. See Caput, Primitive An ip Egypt, 
Bg 177 I Mip Bg 1B1 : or Frankfort* Kingship suJ :he Gdf, Fsg*. 17 2nd 
2V uui 91 ±±. 

* The cvddjce for the early d^ic h fogimtie junket** view nn the date 
of the iext a ilk-founded. See Frankfort, cp. n'J. + 355, 0, i. hi ekiptcr ii of 
thb work English o=odmngi of die major pm of the Memphite Theology 
ire j^svhl 
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therefore, because of the date of its inception ; the act which it 
presupposes ; and the interpretation which it offers. 

The significance of the age of our text is evident. In view 
of the overriding importance of the institution of kingship 
for Egyptian society 1 , the formulation of a theory of kings!up 
at the very beginning of the monarchy aptly illustrates die 
emergence of the “ form " of Egyptian civilization at that critical 
time. 

Reference to the founding of Memphis is made in our cart by 
implication : its tenor is to emphasize the profound significance 
of the dry. Thus she content corroborates the linguistic evidence 
for an early date of the document* since a trustworthy tradition* 
preserved by Herod otus p ascribed the founding of MemphL to 
Mcnes. The text expounds the theology of the tiew foundation. 
Of the actual course of events the following account survived into 
Greek times : it was believed that Mcnes threw up a dike across 
the western part of the valley north of the Fa yum r thus compelling 
a branch of the Nik to rejoin the main stream, and reclaiming fifty 
miles of valley. On the newly won land he then founded a royal 
castkp a little to the south of modem Cairo, k was called 4B The 
Wliite Walls/' and thus characterized as an Upper Egyptian founda¬ 
tion—for wliite was the colour of the mother-goddess Nckhhct. 
the protectress of Upper Egypt and of the king's home. But the 
new settlement was not really a capital of the united country. 
The successors of Mens in the first and Second dynasties did not 
even reside tliere. They seem to have maintained their residence 
at This and were buried in neighbouring Abydos/ within the 
district whence their ancestors had come + Memphis was originally 
—and remained for fifteen hundred years almost exclusively (see 
pp. a 3 f.}— a sacred city, die locus where events of unparalleled 
importance for the Egyptian commonwealth had taken place* 
The Memphite Theology deals prcdsely with these events* 

We have else where .u tempted to elucidate the text, which is 
too abstruse to be discussed here. 1 it translates history into myth¬ 
ology and ptirports to reveal thereby the transcendent significance 
of Mcnes 1 achievement. Later generations acknowledged the 
validity of these early teachings by their deeds : each new king 
came to Memphis to celebrate the 11 Union of die Two Lands ** 

1 to recent excavaricm Jt S^tjcpm. W 3. EmTty hat disco vered ibe cflrnbs of 
high offkiaii oi the kmg* of the Ftni Dynasty, bur there n no rvuiracc, u far u 
I can xr, cbis there were foyil tomb) there. 

* Frankfort, fJrnjfjjtrp ami the GcJt. chapter il 
£1 
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and to perform the M Circuit of the White Wall/' a* Mencs was 
though £ to have done when he had constructed his royal castle. 1 

The state which Menrs created was habitually referred to as 
11 The Two Lands/' a design union apt to be misunderstood s we 
meet here—as so often in Egypt—a term with cosmological rather 
than political connotations* We have shown elsewhere 1 tliat the 
dualhtic mould of the " Kingdom of Upper and Lower Egypt " 
satisfied the Egyptian mode of thought which conceived totality 
as an equilibrium of opposites. A meaningful symmetry was 
imposed upon the unified land, but it had no basis in fact, for 
Scorpion and Mariner conquered thr north phtccmedL as far as 
wc know. Nor is there any sign of resentment against die north. 
On the contrary* northerners were found among the liighcst in the 
land : two qucciu of the First Dynasty reveal a Delta origin by 
their names* and officials of that dynasty, buried near their royal 
masters at Abydos« exemplify the Low er Egyptian physical type. 1 

The outside world did not challenge the exalted view of their 
itatc which die Egyptian entertained. None of their neighbours 
threatened the safety of “ The Two lands Tl ; all of them disposed 
of natural resources which seemed predestined to be offered is 
tribute to the divine ruler of Egypt. We have seen that the southern 
littoral of the Mediterranean was not a desen in antiquity. Narmcris 
successors had to consolidate their northern frontiers even though 
they prevailed with case over the neighbouring populations. Some 
had to fight the Libyans in the west At the malachite mines in 
Sinai, Scmcrkhet recorded his victory over the local Bedouin on a 
rock-stcla repeating the main motif of Manners palette. Another 
king of the First Dynasty had an ivory gaming piece engraved with 
the picture of a bound Syrian captive. The roofing beams of the 
royal tombs ai Abydos consist of coniferous wood imported from 
the Lebanon. Jugs of Syrian and Palestinian manufacture have been 
found in these tombs and in those ol dignitaries buried af Saqqara : 
they probably served as containers of olive oil. Gold, i vory, ostrich 
feathers, and ebony came through Nubia from inner Africa. 

However , in this phase of Egyptian civilization, signs of contact 

1 The reader ctrnvitsanf with dir role of Osiris in the Egyptian theory of 
kingdnp may brte be remindcJ of the l*ce dial the +J IfsxemieiLt of Gum " waj 
localized in tbc PH Royal Caitk n by the Memphis Theology, and that tbii inter- 
merit, n well ii the lesurreedoa of Diins in ike Djed piliir. war performed 

at Mrmphis- 

a Frank ton. dp. fit, ip-iy 

1 See G- M- Metaor, Smdy of Egyptian Cratuoiog> Irom Frchktnrk to 
Roman Ttmcif P BfjmrfrrLi, XVII i-s- 
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with a yet more distant region arc also found. They differ in 
character from chose we have just mentioned. Libya. Sinai* and 
Syria supplied the Nile valley with much-needed raw materials ; 
but Sumer supplied ideas. Imported Mesopotamian cylinders seal 
have been found in Egypt* and die same odd form of seal was 
adopted in Egypt* The earliest Egyptian brick buildings resemble 
the Protohtcrare temples of Mesopotamia in all significant matters 
of technique. Egyptian art—even m the Manner palette—used 
Mesopotamian motifr Even writing seems to have been due to 
the stimulus derived from acquaintance with Mesopotamian writing 
of dir end of the Procolircme period. 

We have dealt with these matters in an Appendix. For although 
it is certain that contact between die two great centres of the Near 
East took place, it did not affect the social and political sphere 
with which we are eon rented here. In fact, if we look back over 
the evidence presented in this chapter, the autochthonous character 
of the Egyptian development is unmistakable. The basic structure 
of the society which emerged was die direct opposite of that which 
came into bring in Mesopotamia. In Egypt die great change did 
not lead to a concentration of social activity in urban centres. Ir is 
true that there were rides in Egypt* but, with the single exception 
of the capital, these were no more chan market towns for the 
countryside. Paradoxically enough, the capital was less permanent 
than the towns m the provinces, for in principle it served for only 
a single reign * Each pharaoh took up residence near the site chosen 
for his tomb* where, during the best part of his lifetime, the work 
on the pyramid and its temple continued, while the government 
functioned in the neighbouring dry. But after his death the place 
was abandoned to the pnescs and officials who maintained his cult 
and managed his mortuary estate* unless the tic w king derided to 
continue in residence because the adjoining desert offered a suitable 
site for his own tomb* Until the middle of the second millennium 
B.c. (when Thebes assumed a metropolitan character) there was 
no truly permanent capital in Egypt, a situation which clearly 
demonstrates the insignificant role played by the concept of the 
dry hi the political thought of the Egyptians . 1 In Mesopotamia, 

1 The rural character of the £gyprmi common wealth became apparent abo 
in timet of mtemd cntiflict. The wart between, t he Sumenau city-stars find 
their Egyptian counterpart in straggle, in which large part? of the Kile valley 
appear united under rival chiefi r a Theban family m AlUefr and Menruhot£|M 
Ira-ling Upper Egypt agauul the royal house residing at Haaikcpoln; or 
Kantune or Ahmoii: leading* fine the ThcbaM, then the whole Nile valley, agakut 
the foreign tiyksoa in the Delu. 
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on ike other hand, even the most powerful cuJets of the Und styled 
themselves rulers of cities and functioned as such* in Akkad or Ur, 
in Babylon or in Assur. 

The contrast in social structure and the divergent conceptions 
of kingship can be seen as correlated. The dry as the ultimate 
form of political organization is inconceivable without a mlcr who 
remains potentially one among many : conversely, absolute power 
entails a unified realm. We did, therefore, not lose sight of our 
theme when we discussed in this chapter the origin of die myths 
and rites of kings hip under M ernes; nor U it due to the accident of 
discovery that we studied the birth of Egyptian civilization wi th the 
aid of royal monuments. For Pharaoh symbolized the community 
in its temporal and transcendent aspects, and, for the Egyptians, 
civilized life gravitated around the divine king. 

Our discussion of the rise of the mcnarcliical society of Egypt 
must now he complemented by a concrete description. The 
administration of the country * functioned on the strength of dele¬ 
gated royal power. Pharaoh was the living fount of law, go venting 
by decrees which were formulated as inspired tkdsfouk 1 In early 
times the government assumed a somewhat patriarchal character. 
Sons and other dose relatives of Pharaoh acted as kb principal 
advisors and aids. Distant relatives and descendants of past mien 
were found in minor government posts. Ac firsr no single minister 
stood between the king and the various branches of the ad mm igni¬ 
tion, There was no Grand Viricr. Under die Fourth Dynasty, 
however, die vizicratc was introduced ns the apex of the bureau¬ 
cracy ; but ir was, at firsr, occupied by a prince of royal blood. 

Even in later times the king reserved certain prerogatives, 
such as the imposition of the death penalty and of mutilations ; 

1 We may note in passing that the rudiments of the official hierarchy wm 
csuUbhci! m ihr Firsx Dynasty, Cylinder of dial pawl (Figs. Js, jti) 
bear rides (and presumably names) oi l trials- The investiture with a cylinder 
«al couunticd the official in his function* ami else term /Vtu-v wiridi if usually 
transit red “ noble, ' p in reality means Hh he wim dies a seal of otfioe "—in other 
words, a high ofikLd, 

1 This may have been a toumbtutity cause so the curane senary of legal and 
administrative doctunesits, die main eansc being the perishable nanne of the 
Egyptian writing matmals-deaihcr and papyrus ; but when the king 1 * decision 
is the source of Jaw, dbc need of cods and statutes is much red Lined (jet my drtticnf 
Egyptian Rthgisn, 43-6). in any case, the ririiy of written documents obliged os 
to telescope in this chapter evidence much more widely spread through rime i bati 
we used m *.-ur description of Mesopotamia. We have attempted to irmi the 
features of society which we believe to have been present weH-nigh from the Erst 
and which remained fairly permanent. But wc XfC aware of Che danger that WC 
hive dnuoTtcd our sketch of rondiuoru in the early paft of the third miHammui a. c* 
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and die vizier had an audience each morning lo report an die state 
of the land. Nevertheless, the vizier's power of uiitijLtvc was very 
great. He was Chief Justice, Head of the Archives, and, in fact, 
of every government department. His messengers travelled 
through die country carrying his orders to die local administrators 
and reporting back to him on die conditions they observed. One 
of his designations was 11 to whom is reported all that is and is 
not." In view of the overwhelming importance of agriculture 
for the state, every transaction involving land had to be registered 
at the vizier's office. After the Sixth Dynasty die vizier was; 
probably for practical reasons, “ Mayor of the Town / 1 that is> 
head and military governor of the royal residence. 

Tiic administration which ftinctksxd under die vizier was divided 
into several departments* First among these was the Exchequer, 
headed by the ** Treasurer of the god [r.e. king) M . This was the 
central depot for all imposts and dudes owed to the state. In view 
of the ideal form of the Dual Monarchy it was catted 11 The Two 
Whke Houses / 1 but in practice there was no division. It had 
branches with storehouses throughout the country where the duel 
were collected and horn where die central treasury was supplied. 
The administration was highly centralized ; and the Treasurer was 
responsible, not only for the collection and disposal of the native 
produce paid in as taxes, but also for the royal expeditions which* 
as wc shall see, brought raw materials such as copper* malachite, 
wood* or gold, from abroad. Therefore he sometimes bore the title 
** general M or admiral ” and had troops and ships at his disposal. 

The second important government department was the Ministry 
of Agriculture, in which a " Cliief of the Helds 11 dealt with purely 
agricultural matters* while a M Master of (the King's] Largesse ” 
was concerned with every thing pertaining to livestock. 

These government departments were nor rigidly separated, 
and an administrative career was likely to dike a man through aH of 
them, as well as through die local administration. Promising young 
men, or sons of those whom die king muted or favoured, were 
educated at court, and then acquired administrative experience by 
passing through a succession of posts winch they filled with the 
assistance of knowledgeable senhej of the relevant departments. 
Mel hen (Fourth Dynasty) was a Royal Kinsman who acted sucres- 
lively as Scribe of the Exchequer, apparently also as Physician, 
then as District Chief, Judge, Supervisor of all the Sax of die king* 
to end as nomarch or ruler of a province In dm last function hr 
administered three provinces in succession—which proves that the 
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administration was independent of local worthies, At the end of 
dir Old Kingdom the non Larch j had achieved some sort of perman¬ 
ence by regularly obtaining their offices for their sons as their 
successors, and so they developed into a landed gentry. At first, 
however, they were royal official* who were moved from one 
post to another, wlio kid no pretence to independence and no local 
ties. Their affinities and interests— as those of all officials —were 
with the court; and Mcdicn remained until the end 11 Master of 
the King's Hunt," a purely courtly function* 

Neither the several departments of the government nor die 
central and local adnunistradonis were dearly delimited, and their 
province remained dUdefined until the end. It has been pointed 
out, for instance , 1 that, under die New Kingdom, tribute from 
abroad could be received upon arrival in Egy pt by the 11 Treasurer 
of the yod M ns head of die Exchequer* by die M Supervisor of the 
Treasury/' his subordinate, by lower official* of the Exchequer* 
by the vizier* by high military commanders, or by die chief priest 
of Anion, This fluidity of competence h simply due to the fact 
that all authority was delegated royal power and hence com¬ 
prehensive in its very nature. There was similarly a vagueness of 
demarcation between the central and the local authorities ; and 
when Seri I (Nineteenth Dynasty) issued a decree commanding 
that the temple of Abydos should receive its shipments of gold 
from Nubia without being subject io tolls and other dues normally 
levied from ships in transit* he had to address his decree to twelve 
different classes of officials, starring widi die vizier and so down 
to 11 die mayors and the controllers of camps in Upper and Lower 
Egypt . . . every inspector belonging to the king^s estate and 
every person sent on a mission to Nubia/** For local officers, no 
Ira than those of die central government, represented Pharaoh* 
A tiomarda of the Fifth Dynasty; Nesutnefor , 4 is marked by his 
rides as Leader of the Land (Le. province),” which probably 
meant tint he was the head of the provincial administration in all 
its branches. He was " Chief of Fortifications,'' which meant 
that lie was head of die police as well as responsible for the guarding 
of the frontiers of hil province against desert tribes. He was 
Ruler of the King's People/' namely, of the serfs and tenants* 
bailiffs and stewards, craftsmen, scribes, fishermen, and so on, who 
were employed on the royal domains within bis province* whether 

1 Keei, Kufcujgt&ktihit, am 

*Jvuttu>I 0/ Egyptian Aidianlc^f, XU1 (1^37), aoa 

1 junket* Gita, HI (Wien, lfljB), Vji & 
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they were free or bond. Finally, he was called 11 Chief of Com¬ 
mands." which meant thax orders from the king or the vizier went 
to him and due he was responsible tor their being carried out in his 
province. 

In die nomarchs we find an dement most dangerous to the 
unity of the state. Under the Old Kingdom there was, at first, 
no question of any power opposing the king. Ntsumefer, w hose 
office we have just described, was twice transferred to another 
province. But the kings rewarded their faidifid servants with 
gifts of land ; and T at the same nine, officials pressed for hereditary 
appointments Officially dm claim was never admitted, but in 
practice there was an advantage in letting a son succeed his father, 
since die loyalty of die incumbent of an office was then ensured 
and his successor was certain to receive most careful professional 
training. However, the two tendencies together changed the 
relation between the great officials and die king in the course of 
time. Hereditary offices and property' turned the officials into 
landed proprietors who were no longer entirely dependent upon 
dieir function at courtJ although* as long as the central power 
remained strong, Pharaoh could caned all rights to land or to office 
at any tune, Nevertheless, when the central administration 
collapsed completely ai die end of tire Sixth Dynasty, the hereditary 
Undowners were in a position to assume responsibility for the 
maintenance of rule and order in their districts. The manors of 
their estates were turned into miniature courts. This situation 
Hoisted every native theory and practice of govern men c, and it did 
not outlast the period of confusion. The kings of die Twelfth 
Dynasty restored centralized government. 

It is posable to gain a dear idea of the mentality of the Egyptian 
official, since many texts define die norms of Ids behaviour. The 
ideal official was ** the silent man/' who is respectful of established 
authority and just, since Maat (which means truth* justice, right¬ 
ness) is part of that world order of which his royal master h the 
champion* The " silent man ' * is, therefore, not the meek sufferer* 
bui the wise* self-possessed* well-adapted man, modest and self- 
effacing up to a point, but deliberate and firm in the awareness that 
he is thoroughly in harmony with the world in which he lives. 

L The change a dow one Mgiiicn (whawr career under flit F<mnh 
DytLuty we have describe Jj thought it worth while to recsi-J in bn somh the 
pouctsou, not of i Ltrpc ttEjcr, but of i temmry sear of ibout aera. provided 
with j sz^rnim, with. Ytnn, hp r irA other £CT&d Erect* and ■ poni. 

1 H. Frankfort, 4*amf Egyptian Religion (Mew York* Chapter iii. 
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We cannot draw a corresponding picture of the common 
people of Egypt. Since they were illiterate, they arc known to 
us only in descriptions of peasant life from tlie schools of scribes ; 
and these ace tendentious, singing die advantages of a soft 
job as an encouragement to the pupils involved in the arduous 
task of mastering the script. Notwithstanding the smug com¬ 
placency oi these texts and the evident satisfaction which the 
writers found in parodying every employment other than their 
own, the section dealing with the peasantry is worth quoting since 
it pictures well enough the farmer's lot under inefficient or corrupt 
administrators : 

Remember you not the condition of the cultivator faced with the 
registering of the harvest tax B when the make has carried off lialT the 
com and the hippopotamus his devoured the rest? The mice abound 
in the fields. The locusts descend. The catdc devour. The sparrows 
bring disaster upon the cultivator. The cemunder that is on the threshing 
iloor is at an end, k falls to the thieves. The value of the hired cattle (?) 
is lost. The yoke of oxen has died wliile thrcsliiug and ploughing. 

And now the scribe lands on the river bank and is about to register 
ihe harvest tax. The janitors carry staves and she Nubians (policemen) 
rods of piluv and they say* Bl Hand over the corn/' though there is ncme. 
The cultivator is beaten all over, he is bound and thrown into the well, 
soused, and dipped held downwards. His wife has been bound in his 
presence, Ills children are in fetters. His neighbour* abandon him and 
arc fled . 1 

If such brutality had been the rule, it is clear tim Egyptian 
society could not have survived. Agriculturalists are inevitably 
the prey of occasional calamities because they arc dependent on 
weather and water. Bur if disasters follow’ one another frequently 
without relief* or if oppression by those in power exceeds a certain 
limit,, there is no inducement for the peasant to continuer his labours 
ac all. He takes to flight or to revolt. We have seen why the texts 
used in the scribal schools emphasized the shadow-side of the 
peasant^ lot. Moreover, we should remember that the humdrum 
normal life of the rural population offered no interest to the literati. 
The elementary satisfactions of a life wedded to nature, its crafty 
game of hiding assets from the bureaucrats, its tough endurance 
of injustice, the latent power of its ^dispensability — all these did 
not supply the scribal schools with material for the florid composi¬ 
tions w hich were their pride. 

It was otherwise with the sculptors and painters. These men* 
* Gardiner ed Journal r f Egyptian Arthatalcgy a XXVII (1941)1 I 9 > 
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charged with depicting on die wnlls of die great tombs die various 
mid activities from which die sustenance of die owner* in the 
next world, as in this, derived/ rendered these with the liveliest 
interest. Their work (Pigs. 29* jo) presents to us a gay, light¬ 
hearted people, resembling in many respects the modem felldim 
who similarly live on the verge of poverty under hardship and 
oppression. In the tombs we see fishermen and herdsmen at their 
asks, joking with one another (the words are sometimes rendered 
over thdr images). Harvesters move in a row, rhythmically swings 
iiig then sickles eg die tune of a song which is accompanied by a 
man with a long reed pipe (Fig. 29V Women bring food to their 
menfolk : two little girls squabble, wfiilc a third draws a thorn 
from the foot of her friend ; a shepherd do2es under a tree* his 
dog asleep beside him {Fig. 30); a another herdsman re&eshes 
himself from a goatskin bottle. 

1 This is in over^fnplifsd descnptiuu of the itgaifieaiijct of the some* of 
daily life found m (lie tombs. For a more penetrating tieatmcm, fee H. A, 
Gromcv.cgoi-Friukfori. Amtt jW A&irenffli, 2S-44. 

1 Fig. 29, a relief from the Old Kingdom, ibowi* in foe upper KgttStr* the 
harvesters wifo their sickles : on the extreme left is an overseer ; the third figure 
fom die left play* a long pipe, while his companion sings* holding the side of 
his &gc, as oriental singm do to foil day. In the second register donkeys are 
brought to cam the harvest horoev Thu tegiucf below thaws various imiidcsies 
in die transport ’ die boTtom register shows bow the sht-ivcs srt sucked, 

1 fig. jo* a wall panning from the New Kingdom* is best " read " from the 
borruin upwards. At the left bottom comer teams ot oacn draw pJonghi* while 
wwen* ho] Jmg 1 bag with seeds, sprudJc the grain wish uplifted hands. Farther 
to die right men are shown breaking the ground with hue*. Behind, tile throe of 
them shown on die right wc see a girl drawing a thorn out of die foot of her friend. 

The second register from below shows the grain being cut —one of die 
labourer* takes a swig from a water jar handed him by a girl who stands in front, 
a basket hanging from her shoulder. Farther to the right the gram is carried 
away in hampers (underneath one of these, two girl gleaners ant fighting and 
tearing each other's half) ; and, on the far right, it is forked out in readiness for 
threshing. The threshing b done by bollocks who trample the grain — this h 
shown at the c m ern e right of the third register from below. To the Idt women 
winnow the grain, their hair wrapped m white doth against the dum The tomb 
owner watches b a kiosk and receives two water jin. Behind the kiosk sqnar the 
aaibo who note the yield of the harvest while the grain ii shovelled into heaps. 

The upper register shows the deceased in his function as M Scribe of the Adds 
of the Lord of the Two 1 ^" On the left are shown 1 group of hh oftkuis, 
dressed m white, pcncasc m hand* b my measuring the gram an the stalk ; ihar 
iccmdaniA {with bare bodies) hold she measuring *ora. A peiszm {followed by 
his wife who carries a basket on her head with further gifts) offers something 
to the tax oflroals, to propitiate them But m the right, before the kiosk of the 
tomb owner and near the moonng-pbee of dir boat which brought his subor¬ 
dinate* to the scene,, a peasant* whu apparently defaLdtcJ. u beaten, while another 
kneeli and prays for giacc- 
12 
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None of these people was free ; not a single Egyptian was, in 
our sense of die word, free- No individual could call in question 
a hierarchy of authority which culminated in a 1iving god. But 
U must nor be forgotten that the reverse of freedom, isolation of 
the individual with or without “ inalienable rights,"' was likewise 
lacking in Egypt. And servitude loses much of its sting if authority 
rests with those to whom faith lias attributed the power of safe¬ 
guarding the existence of society. Moreover* if it was true chat 
all were at the disposal of the divine ruler and his officials, it was 
also rruc tint even die lowliest might appeal to him 1 and claim 
what was 11 right "—mnat (justice, right, and truth)—-by which 
the ruler and the other gods were said to live and which informed, 
or was supposed to inform. Ids functionaries- 

There were no castes, and men of simple origin might rise ro 
the highest posts. The life-story of one Uni under three successive 
kings of the Sixth Dynasty shows that even lower officials, without 
influential rclarions, could rise to the highest offices once their 
ability and integrity had been recognized. The talented and in¬ 
dustrious were not frustrated by a rigid class distinction or by a 
colour bar. A Nubian, frankly calling himself Panehsi, 14 the 
Nubian/ 1 or ' L negro/' might be found in die highest places. J be 
educated men were assigned by Pharaoh to whatever office§« he 
thought fit. The common people were mostly tied to the land 
which they tilled for their own living and for the maintenance of 
the state. We do not know whether or not they were serifs. 
We do know that they had to turn in a considerable proportion 
of their produce as taxes and that they were liable to cafvtSf* A 
proportion of the young men of ail villages and estates was levied 
for the army, which was really a militia, but functioned much more 
frequently as a labour corps, available for all kinds of public works. 
It was this 11 army r winch was sent on quarrying and mining 
expeditions, which dug the canals and built the temples and the 
royal tombs. If additional labour was needed to undertake special 
tasks or ro expedite those in hand, die population at large could be 
drafted. For instance, the number of men required for the building 
of pyramids ran into many thousand^ and it is likely that the stone¬ 
cutters and their crews of unskilled helpers wmrked continuously 
in the quarries, the masons and their navvies on the site, but that 
during the inundation special levies were drafted to transport 

1 44 The Eloqttau Peasant " h a talc of inch an appeal See jmtrml of Egypiian 
Artkaeptoxf, IX ((Wj)* 7 ff, and a tlion ducttttkrti m niy Antrim Egyptian RrUgwn, 
4fi, Foe the conerpmm of moot, ibid,, 
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the stone from Tttra. on the cast bank* to Glzeh or Saqqara on the 
west bank of the Nile. For this purpose it was convenient that in 
summer, when the arable Land was flooded* all agricultural labour 
came to a standstill, and the water covering the fields facilitated 
transport to die very foot of the desert plateau. 1 

We have some evidence of the life which these labourers lived. 
Three places arc known where workmen were housed. Near the 
pyramid of Chepiircn at Gizch there are, around a court* extensive 
barracks consisting of ninety-one galleries, each 8E feet long* <>J feet 
wide* and 7 feet high. Petrie estimated that these could house 4000 
men. Near the pyramid of Scmiscrt LI at Lahim there is a walled 
town covering an area 900 by 1200 feet. And at Tdl el Amajm* 
near the northern grou p of rock tombs, is a walled village meas uring 
only a to by 210 feet (Fig. 31). 1 Its layout is dreary* with identical 
houses built back to back along straight streets. Each house consist 
of a court serving for kitchen and workshop, a centra] room as 
living-room T and two htdc bedrooms at the back. The enclosure 
wall Ims but one gate* opening on a square where the men no 
doubt mustered before being marched off to work. At one end 
of the square there is a larger house for the foreman or commandant. 
Described in this way the settlement makes the impression of a 
penal colony. But when one visits the site or reads the excavation 
report with some cur* diat impression changes. One is struck by 
the variations winch one observes m going from house to house. 
Although the plans are identical, the tenants bad made many changes 
to suit their individual needs and predilections. The internal 
arrangements are hardly ever the same. The objects found in the 
houses also show considerable variety and do not suggest penury 
or gloom, hi one room was discovered a gay H painted frieze of 
dancing figures of the god Bcs, die popular genius of irmtic and 
love. One gets a distinct impression at the site that lack of freedom 
neither interfered with the home life of these workers nor destroyed 
thdr gaiety. 

Abuses naturally existed. Royal decrees granting freedom from 
or levy, to the personnel of certain shrines explicitly protected 
these men against removal to other pans of the country, and show 
incidentally that common folk were exposed to this hazard. The 
small man wa$ dependent on the protection of a man of influence 

1 For 1 detailed ducuwitra of cisr building of the pyramid^ m t- E- $- Edwards* 
Tfv PyTizmids Pdkjji Ihx'ks, chapter vii. 

*T Eric Fed and C Lccniid Woolley, The City tifAkhnuizen. Pin I (jlth 
Memoir of the Egypt EroIrriiUMi S-ociciv),, London, 1^2). 


rm HER Til OF avrilZATlON TN TOE NEAR EAST 


92 

whose client he might become if he was not already his serf. At 
dtb distance of time we cannot distinguish grades of servitude. 
it has been suggested that the best land of the large estates was 
worked with serfs while the less productive fields were let out to 
peasants who paid a fixed rent in produce; but the categories are 
not clearly distinguishable. Slaves* however, as distinct from serfs, 
did not play an important part in the economy of Egypt, Ii is 
doubtful whether they were kept in any numbers at all before the 
New Kingdom. 1 At that time the Syrian campaigns resulted in 
large numbers of captives who were used on royal and temple 
domains and in stone quarries. In earlier times captive Nubians 
may have been employed occasionally, but such isolated slaves 
served in families or at court as domestics, entertainers, dancers k Of 
musicians and lived (one suspects) very much like the other servants. 
It has been pointed out 3 that die successful growing of grain requires 
a personal interest cm die part of the cultivator, which slave labour 
lacks. 

The craftsmen* too* were usually serving some great lord. 
Large numbers were employed by the king. Wc know, in fact* 
that die country was drained of talent for the benefit of the royal 
residence. The graves at Qau cl Kcbir—a cemetery in Middle 
Egypt used throughout the third millennium—show the scantiest 
equipment* and that of the poor esc quality of craftsmanship, during 
the flour idling period of the Old Kingdom when the pyramids 
were being built When die central government had collapsed 
in die First Intermediate period, both the quality and the intrinsic 
value of the grave goods at Qau increased greatly. When craftsmen 
worked For the court, it is almost certain that thcy,.too p were not 
free agents selling their wares or didr services where they pleased. 
But we must* once more* guard against exaggerating thdr Jot; 
they wore not slaves. We happen, for instance* to know something 
of the extensive linen factories of Pharaoh. Under die Sixth 
Dynasty a royal weaving establishment in the north was under 
the management of one Sencb, a dwarf who, having worked him¬ 
self up from die ranks, married a w oman of the class of** Royal 
Kinsman " and could afford to build himself a fine tomb at Gizch, 
from which wc get our information. 3 One of the scenes in this 
tomb depicts the giving of rewards to Seneb\ subordinates m t 4 

1 Gardiner m Ztitxfmfi fit AtgypxiMU Spf&ht, Xllil [tgo &), 43, 

J Max Weber. GfAxrmwJlfir Aujw& re zmt Seefsi unJ IVinKkiijiigctfkkhit 
(Tubingen, ipx*)* H 

* Junker, V (Wkn, l£4i)- 4 Op, rii.„ y* (f 
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they receive Headbands and necklaces, and this is significant* for 
these ornaments resemble in form the 11 gold 11 with which Pharaoh 
honoured officials of special merit. Let m assume that die jewellery 
with which the weavers were rewarded was less costly and con¬ 
sisted of bronze and fayence. It is nevertheless dear that the award 
was by no means a payment but a kind of gift which it was an 
honour to receive. Now it is noteworthy that the recipients depicted 
in Seneb's tomb are not all overseers ind foremen, but also men 
and women who are merely mentioned by name, without tide, and 
who therefore must be assumed to be simple weavers. 

Craftsmen also worked for officials and on the large estates 
which came into being towards the end of the Old Kingdom. 
Such estates, like the royal domains, and the temple estates of later 
times, were sclfisulficient economic units. Each had its own wharves, 
for instance, 1 where Nile boats were built and repaired. These 
served not only as ferries, but tor every trip of any length which 
the owner had io undertake and for the shipment of grain* cattle, 
and other dues to the magazines of the Exchequer, They were 
used, furthermore* for shipments of supplies to the funerary estab¬ 
lishments of past members of die family who might be buried 
near Memphis in a royal cemetery. When the weakening of the 
central power* EO which we have referred, and the concurrent rise 
of a landed gentry, made it more and more customary for high 
officials to be buried in rock-cut tombs near their estates in die 
provinces, the equipment of these tombs was supplied by masons, 
cabinet-makers* jewellers, and so on, employed on the estate. 
There were, moreover* hunters* who not only killed game* but 
caught it to be fattened for the tabic ; several kinds of antelopes* 
cranes, and even hyenas were treated in this way. Fishermen and 
fowlers were also employed, for wild geese and duck, fattened 
in the barnyard* were consumed in Large numbers* Fish was 
dried and kept, but it was probably largely used as radons fbi 
labourers. 

As regards the cultivators* whether they worked for a private 
estate, for a temple, or on i royal domain, they had to pay imposts 
of many kinds, and the hamlets and villages were collectively respons¬ 
ible in the person of their head man ; this worthy had to produce 
the stipulated amounts on the day of reckoning or be risked a 
beating. The craftsmen, too* were organized m groups of five or 
ten men tinder a fore man who received their rations of food, cloth¬ 
ing* and raw materials and was responsible for their work. Similar 
1 junker, Gftw, IV (Wjcn* is^o). 
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groups of mworking in shifts of one month* functioned as 
“hour priests” in die temples and funerary chapels When 
they took over, their foremen received the inventory and were 
responsible for its proper maintenance. 

The material basis of the Egyptian commonwealth was agri¬ 
culture, regulated by the imaltering rhythm of the inundation. 
The names of the three seasons (of four months each) wliich the 
Egyptians duringuished were 11 Inundation fl (middle of July to 
middle November), Coming Forth ” (of the seeds, or possibly 
of the land from the inundation, ftom middle November to middle 
March), and “ Drought" The condirions prevailing in prehistoric 
rimes, described in the second chapter, were not materially altered 
during die Old Kingdom, Land had to be reclaimed ftom the 
marshes. We have seen that the first king, Mencs, undertook such 
work on a considerable scale. But the more die valley was drained, 
the more the need arose to distribute the inundation water so that 
it readied all the fields. From the beginning of the First Dynasty 
annual records of the height of the Nile were kept; their purpose 
cm only have been to provide a basis for an estimate of its cxrenc 
and thereby of the probable yield of die harvest. The digging of 
canals and the building of dikes was normally done by the central 
government, but there are some indications that the king encouraged 
the nomarchs to reclaim land by granting them the new fields 
which they then were allowed to setde with people from their 
estaEcs. In the First Intermediate period when each noniarch had 
to take care ofhis area as best he could, otic of them records : 

I stocked villages in this pome that were enfeebled with cattle and 
men of other nomes, and those who bad been serfs elsewhere I made 
rank as Doubles. 1 

The annual inundation with its fertilizing deposit of sift made 
manuring and rotation of crops unnecessary. The tax records 
distinguish between low land, which was regularly inundated* and 
high land, which came under water only whet] the fined was high. 
This land -was used for grazing or truck gardening* The bulk of 
die arable land was left soft by the retreating inundation and could 
be worked with primitive wooden hoes and ploughs, Animals, 
mostly sheep, were used to rread in the seed, and this had to be 
done speedily after the land had emerged hut before it became 
hard and dry. Six-rowed barley and tirnncr wheat were the main 
crops. Lettuce, on tons, beans, and lentils were, in antiquity as 
1 Afbr Griffith* Dfir J Q^wi' r If, ]o, 
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now, important secondary products. Rjeinus plants were grown 
for oil, as id flax for linen. 

Witen the grain had grown to a certain height, surveyors 
measured it to assess it for taxation on an estimated yield {Fig. 30}, 
It was harvested with sickles, threshed on a circular threshing floor 
by asses (and later by cattle} who trod out the kernels. As a rule, 
women did ihe winnowing by throwing die grain up in a winnow¬ 
ing basket. After chat it was stored in bams or in beehive-shaped 
silos, and the portion due to the king or to the estate-owner was 
handed over. Large estates, including the royal domains and the 
temples, had reserves to supplement bad harvests. Sccd-com was 
lent to the tenants, and teams of oxen and asses for ploughing or 
carrying were lent or let out. too. There are records of great 
landowners relieving tenant', who could not meet their obligations 
in difficult years. 

Hut not only the grain harvest was taxed. There was a tax on 
canals and ponds, on trees and wells. The produce of the home 
industries and of the spare-time occupations of the people were 
taxed ; tlicy Jiad to turn over some of their textiles, leathcrwork, 
honey, oil, wine, vegetables, some of the catch of the fowler and 
fisherman, some of the increase of the shepherd’s flock. Genesis 
xlvii. 24 states tint mic-fifth of all produce was owed to the govern¬ 
ment ; dm may or may not be correct; it is not improbable. 
Certain people were liable to pay fixed quantities of produce, 
irrespective of yield. 

Again, it is necessary to correct our first reaction to a description 
of these conditions. In Egypt personal enterprise was made sub¬ 
sidiary to die performance of public duties : and it would seem that 
under normal conditions sufficient scope for private initiative, in 
production and in barter, remained. The contents of graves which 
are best, perhaps, called lower middle class (since of the poorest 
people no trace survives} show as much. It is Likewise revealing 
that dumig Egypt** long history no attempts to overthrow the 
existing order were roade. This shows that the Egyptian experi¬ 
ment of organizing a rural community was, on the whole, successful. 
The obligation to hand over part of every kind of produce may 
seem pettifogging to us. But money was unknown : the state 
could function Only if it disposed of all kinds of articles to supply 
those who were in its service. If officials abused their power and 
oppressed die people, the peasants had an effective weapon ar their 
disposal: they fled- This was a catastrophe for their owner since 
he remained liable for the normal dues on his land, which now 



g6 THE BiatH OF aVIII£ATTON tS THE NEAR EAST 

by deserted. The ease is concisely put in a letter written by a 
steward to his master who was responsible for the manageniertt 
of a certain royal domain : 

Another cornmimi cation for my Lord's good pleasure, to the effect 
that two of the field labourer of the rmric hud of Pharaoh which ii 
under my Lord's authority* have fled before the face of the stablc^master 
Nderhotep, he having beaten them. And now, loot, the fields of the 
mm* land of Pharaoh which are under my Lord’s authority are abandoned 
and there is no erne to rill them. This letter is for my Lord's informariorL 1 

A somewhat patriarchal relationship between master and men 
persists in many rural districts of old countries even to-day. A 
certain amount of arbitrariness* even of despotism* is taken for 
granted in the great ; it Is their privilege, but only if it is counter¬ 
balanced by a sense of responsibility for the land and for those who 
rill k. 

We mav p therefore,accept as inherently probable such statements 
as the following, made by an Upper Egyptian nomarch who had 
taken matters in his own hands in the First Intermediate periodn 

I was one who computed (carefully) the consumption of Lower 
Egyptian grain. ... 1 made a canal for this town when Upper Egypt 
wis in a bad way, and one did not see any water. . * * t made high fields 
into march, l made the Ndc inundate wasteland. _ „ . Whoever needed 
water got Nile water as he desired. . , . I was great in Lower Egyptian 
grain [barley] when die country was in LribulaUou. I was the one 
who fed the town with measure and bushel I made die small man and 
his wife tmjry away Lower Egyptian grain and (likewise) the widow 
and her son. L had all imposts reduced whkh I found registered (a* 
arrears) from the time of my father.* 

Another no march, at Crocodilopolis in Upper Egypt, south of 
Thebes, repons: 

1 fed the " island in die river " (CroeodilopoLb} during years of 
drought when 400 men were (in penury) there, 1 did not take away 
a maids daughter nor his field, [ acquired ten flocks of goats with 
people to take care of them, two herds of cattle and one o\ asses. I 
bred small livestock. I obtained thirty boats of one kind and thirty of 
another and brought Upper Egyptian grain to Hermonthii and Aiphynk 
after Crocodilopolis was taken care of. The nomc of Thebes came 
upstream (i\r. to obtain gram from mr) p but Crocodilopolh never sent 
downstream nor upstream [for grain) to another nomc. 3 

1 Gardiner!. Joiinul af Egyptian Artkatolt^f^ XXVII (1941), aa, 

1 After Keet. Kulturgextecktic, 40, 1 IKL, 41. 
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The last inscription makes much of livestock, and stock-breeding 
was nest in importance to agriculture. We have seen that a special 
official, " The Master of the King's Largesse/ 1 was in charge of its 
supervision. In antiquity P in contrast with now, plenty of marshy 
land was available for grazing in die valley* and the large herds 
were also sent to die Delta in spring to graze. One official of die 
Sixth Dynasty lists 1000 head of cattle, 7^0 asses, ziao goats, and 
nearly 1000 sheep as his own. 

Trade played a subordinate part in the internal economy of 
the country. There was. naturally! a great deal of barter between 
individuals. There were markets where food, especially garden 
produce, or birds netted in the fields Of fish, were exchanged for 
tools or sandals or walking-sticks, necklaces, textiles or odv— 
luxuries or articles which, although issued by the estate office* 
might not* in quantity or quality, suit everyone. Barter in the 
market-place a I towed a man to adjust his share bi various goods to 
his own particular caste or to dispose of catches or produce obtained 
on the side. These markets are sometimes depicted in the tombs, 
and we know that already, in the Old Kingdom, pieces of metal 
served as standards of value. An important object was said to be 
worth so and so many rings. In the New Kingdom this system 
was simplified* and the value of an object was said to be so much 
weight (deben) of gold, silver, or copper. In die New Kingdom, 
too, the closer contact with Syria made more imported article! 
available for the market trade. A tomb-painting shows a Phoenician 
ship just made fast at the quay of Thebes* Some of the crew have 
gone ashore and approach booths where sandals, linen* fruits* 
and vegetables can be exchanged for a jug of Syrian oil or vrinc- 
This type of trade remained* however, purely marginal to the 
economy of Egypt. Neither the home-grown staple products nor 
die main imports were distributed through the markets. We do 
not meet die word *' merchant ih until die second millcnmuEJ nx., 
when it designates the official of a temple privileged to trade abroad. 

Raw materials which Egypt lacked wore procured through 
royal expeditions, organized by the Exchequer (which included 
among its personnel interpreters to assist the commanders in various 
foreign countries). 1 These cxpcditmiu were of two types. In 
Nubia* the eastern and western desert, and in Sinai, the nomad 
tribes and poor peasants could not oppose the Egyptians in any 
way at dL The army came and took what k needed- On 

1 Gudiner. Pwe&Afii ■?/ the Satiety cf Bihlkc' Artkmaltfy# XXXVU (1915}. 
117; XXXIX (1*17), ij* 
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quarrying and mining expeditions the military component of die 
otpedition was no mure than an armed escort, while the bulk 
of die " army Tf (as it was called) consisted of mwics to assist a 
core of trained stonecutters or miners. 

Another type of expedition was required to obtain wood from 
the Lebanon and frankincense and myrrh from Punt* the Somali 
coast. These lands were outside the sphere of Egyptian military 
influence, and the native rulers could ask for a price. This was 
offered in the form of royal presents to favourite vassals, and their 
products were listed as tribute. In reality there was an exchange : 
some splendid and extremely costly Egyptian jewellery, inscribed 
with the names of Pharaohs of the Twelfth Dynasty, has been 
found in tombs of the local princes of Byblos at the foot of the 
Lebanon. Coniferous roofing beams in the tombs of the First 
Egyptian Dynasty and a record of a sea expedition of Snefru of 
the Fourth Dynasty prove the great age of this lumber trade with the 
Levant* And from a late period we have the following list of 
objects which an Egyptian envoy—Wenamon—offered in exchange 
for wood from the Lebanon : 

Five gold and five silver vessels ; ten garments of royal linen ; ten 
pieces of other linen ; five hundred pieces of fine paper: five lulu died 
cattle ildns ; five hundred ropes ; rwcury bigs of Lentils : thirty baskets 
offish. 

The Phoenician export included* beside wood, oil* wine* rein, and 
ivory. 

It has been said that Pharaoh was the only wholesale merchant 
in Egypt and that foreign trade was a royal monopoly* But the 
implication of profit-making and exploitation b inappropriate. 
It was merely due to the complete consistency with which the 
Egyptians had organized their community as a centralized monarchy 
that they supplied themselves with the foreign material* of which 
they stood in need by means of royal expeditions. It is curious 
evidence of the practical efieetiveness of Pharaonic rule that the 
absolute monarchy of Egypt did supply essential commodities, 
whether imported or produced at home, to the people as a whole 
in sufficient quantities ; the distribution took price * s from above/* 
the king making g;ife and allotments to his officials who in turn 
rewarded their retainers and so down the social scale. And in the 
First Intermediate period, when royal power suffered an eclipse, 
the texts contain a complaint that there is no wood available for 
the making of coffins. 
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Whoever aspect of Egyptian society we have scrutinized, we 
have found Pharaoh at the centre. Yet nothing would be mote 
misleading than to picture the Egyptians in abject submission to 
their absolute ruler* Their stale can be described as ** a self-directed 
organism held together by a common regard for customary rights 
and obligations.” 1 Their polity was not imposed but evolved from 
immemorial predilections, and was adhered to, without protest, 
for almost three thousand years. Similar predilections have, in 
fact, maintained the institution of divine kingship among Afiicans 
related to the ancient Egyptians down to our own days. It was 
good, not evil ; it gave a sense of security which die Asiatic con¬ 
temporaries of the ancient Egyptians totally lacked. If a god had 
consented to guide the nation, society held a pledge that the un¬ 
accountable forces of nature would be well disposed and bring 
prosperity and peace. Nor docs the Egyptian view lack cthicai 
content. Troth, justice, were "that by which the gods live,' 
an essential clement in the established order. Hence Pliaraoh s 
rule was not tyranny, nor his service slavery. 

1 J\ M- powicker* Tkt RfftfrmaHm in EnglsnJ fOxfbtd, 194*)* J*- 
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THE INFLUENCE OF MESOPOTAMIA ON EGYPT 
TOWARDS THE END OF THE FOURTH MILLENNIUM S.C 1 

The problem to which wc turn now lias been discussed inter- 
miitaitly for the last fifty yean, bm in the earlier discussions 
preconceived ideas played a considerable parr. For while it is 
admitted that intercourse stimulates individuals, it is often believed 
that granting foreign influence to have affected a people is deroga¬ 
tory. The essential difference between mechanical copying and 
creative borrowing, between a slavish dependence on foreign 
examples and a free selection of congenial material* is entirely 
overlooked. Another circunistmce, too* has militated against 
an unbiased weighing of die evidence. When our knowledge of 
the ancient Near East was fragmentary, it was habitual to explain 
changes in terms of conquest and immigration from some hypo¬ 
thetical, as yet unknown, region ; but the extensive explorations 
which took place between the two world wars have discredited this 
type of explanation* and the supposed homeland* of the newcomers 
proved, in cultural matters, to have been peripheral dependencies 
of the two great centres in Egyp £ Mesopotamia, These* on 
die tidier hand, were seen to have been unusually resistant to foreign 
influence and capable of imposing conformity upon all comers* 

Our increased knowledge has thus induced an unwiliingncss to 
appeal to foreign influence or migrations as explanations of cultural 
changes. Now, however, the opposite viewpoint receives exag¬ 
gerated emphasis* and we find students proudly proclaiming their 
ignorance of anthropology and emphasizing, without a critical 
examination of all the facts, the autonomy and self-containedness 
of the great cultural centres of the Near East. 

Evidence obtained in the decade before the Second World War 
allows us, however* to solve the problem* at least as far as it concerns 
the formative phase of Egyptian civilization. For the discovery in 

1 Thu lobjca Em been studied in the works named on p„ i02, n, I. Since the 
last of these wai published during the war and n hardly known abroad, we Lave 
included in ifaii Appendix more matter dealt whb on a pervious oCation than 
would otherwise b*vc been justifiable. 

* Phrased differently, one rruphi uy that we had. without jwstifiratioc, used 
the expansion vt the tmfo*£mrnpran and Arabic-fpciking peoplei at m analogy 
for ihe changes observed m Egypt and Mesopotamia. 
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Mesopotamia rtf remains of the Pr obliterate period revealed die 
source from which curio as and passing Team res of Egyptian cuhurc 
in late predynasuc and procodynasdc times were obviously derived. 

The strongest evidence of this contact between Mesopotamia 
and Egypt is supplied by three cylinder seals shown by their very 
material and by their designs to have been made in Mesopotamia 
during the second hiif of the Protoliterate period [Figs* 3 h 
but found in Egypt. One was excavated at Naqada (Fig. 32)* 
111 a Gerzcan grave \ and the same origin is probable for the other 
twoJ These importations were not without consequence : from 
the beginning of the First Dynasty the cylinder seal was adopted 
hi Egypt and made at once in considerable quantitics< Since it ts 
an odd form for a seal, used only in countries in contact with 
Mesopotamia, and since one of the Mesopotamian cylinders was 
found in Egypt hi a context just ante-dating the earliest native 
scab, it would be perverse 10 deny that the Egyptians followed the 
Mesopotamian example. Bui it is quite characteristic tor diem 
that they exploited the new suggestion with the greatest freedom* 
They even used engraved cylinder* tor a purpose for which there 
is no Mesopotamian prototype p some ot these objects, found in 
die graves of die First Dynasty» are not seals at all bur funerary 
amulet* showing the dead man at the table (Figs. 37, JS. 39)* In 
addition, the Egyptians used cylinders as seals, but they very rarely 
covered them with pictorial designs. They engraved upon diem 
the names and rides of officials w ritten in hieroglyphs (Figs. 35, }&). 
In Mesopotamia the earliest cylinders 'Figs. 14 _ i£\ 4 -i 44 ) bear 
designs* not inscription; inscribed seals arc unknown before the 
second Early Dynastic period, and then even the inscribed examples 
always hear a design as their distinctive feature* Moreover, the 
early Egyptian seals ire usually made of wood, a material not used 
in Mesopotamia p as far as we know* Since, on the other hand T 
the cylinder was better adapted to the scaling of merchandise and 
day tablets than to that of documents on papyrus, it was replaced m 
Egvpt during the Middle Kingdom by the stamp seal ui the shape 

1 Fraikiun* CylifdW Sfidj {London, 1939)1 - 91 - 

* The reader unacquainted with these cylinder! may kldmiy Ac figures ** 
fallows. In Fig. j? he will me wmc hieroglyphs which appear, ttremo, it ffie 
cximur left vi die imfmfrm of Fig, *8 To Ac right of them one *»* the 
offiamg able with two crescent* represenung loavn of bread ; over these t man 
owii rus hand, He 11 woied on * hd with leg* ending ui buB'i of Wt 
(tuch betb have been tbund ui Ac gram ar Abyios). His long hair ii rendered 
m a CTortlutdvd emu. In Fig, 39 h a limihr figure. faring 10 Ac right- Ha 
hair ii rendered wiA a uraighr line. 
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of a scarab. The Egyptians, therefore, in no way copied slavishly 
the Mesopotamian invention* but adapted it to their own needs until 
such a time as they had discovered a more suitable form of seal. 

In die field of art a somewhat similar development can be 
observed. 1 We can distinguish two group of phenomena : motifs 
arc taken over from Mesopotamian monuments of the Proto-literate 
period* or Egyptian motifs are composed in a m inner which is* 
to judge by later usage, lld- Egyptian and can be understood as a 
passing influence of Mesopotamian style. The most striking 
example of die copying of an alien* Mesopotamian, motif, is die 
group of the man dominating two lions on the Gebe! el Arak 
knife-handle (Fig. 23)* Such groups arc common at all tunes in 
Mesopotamia but exceedingly rare in Egypt- And ui die present 
case the den virion cannot be doubted : die hero between the lions 
copies m every detail of his appearance —his garment, his beard, his 
hair h wound round hk head and bound up in a chignon at die back— 
the often recurring figure of the 11 leader " or king depicted on a 
granite stela from Ereeh and on numerous seals (Figs, i J* 44 )- 
the style of the figure* die way in which the muscles in the legs arc 
rendered, for instance, k entirely un-Egyptian* as a comparison with 
the figures on the other face of the knife-handle [Fig, 24) shows. 

Other motifs on palettes and knife-handles likewise have Meso¬ 
potamian prototype*. The serpent-necked lions or panthers on 
the Manner palette {Fig. 28) teem, identically intertwined, on 
seals of the early and late Protoliterate period (Fig. 16). Winged 
griffins (Fig. 40) a and intertwined makes (Fig. 41) * arc also at 
home in Mesopotamia from the Protoliteratc period onwards and 
put in a passing appearance in Egypt* 

i In order not to overtoil this Appendix v mb footnotes, we dull teirr only 
to tin iiaporuni monumaiti. Hide are conveueitly collected in J. 

CipiET, JWriWw in Egypt, Leu Jon, 1905. Detailed discussions with reference* 
will be found there and in die following three works: H. Frankfort* StwErt 
in Early J^flery of the Near East, 1 (Loudon, iya*), * A Sdurffi 11 Ncuo 

rwi Frsgt det altnten Argyptid^Babylonhcbcii Kulturbexithungcn in 
sthiftfir Aegyptiuhf Spt&he. LXX 1 &9^io6 \ H, Frankfort, M The Origin 

of Monumental Architecture in Egyptin dwriAH Journal of Semitic Languages 
and Liurtfures, LV 1 U (l£UtJ F In thu bs: article, l have formulated 4 u- 

agreement with certain ideas propounded by Sdurifi especially as regards cylinder 
scab, and have shown (ojt r eit. T 334* n 55 } that the tdkf of dldl in Berlin (abo 
depicted by Capart, ep. rit., Sj. Rp. 50-s) is a purely Miaopotamkii object, and 
therefore imtoisit to the present discussion. 

1 Tbc> r occur on the Small Hierakonpalis palette : Caput, op. rif.. Fig. 17a. 

* See also die IMvmiiy College knLfc-haiidlc (Capan. op- <7/., 71, Fig. 17) 
and the Berlin bufc-handle (Opart* erp. cit„ 7j, Fig. jS.) 
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Antithetical groups 1 and the carnivore attacking an impassive 
prey (Figs. 23, 40). are examples of Egyptian design* compose 
in an un-Egyptian manner . 1 We may even formulate the way in 
which they are un-Egyptian : they share with die group of the 
hero dominating two lions, the intertwined snakes and lions, and 
dir serpent-necked panthers a pronouncedly unrealistic character. 
Animal forms arc, m all these instances, used to produce a decorative 
design ; they are subjected to a purely aesthetic purpose- A»d 
though the Egyptians eventually used plant motif; in such a fashion, 
they never so employed animal or human figures. In Mc$o- 
potkmia, on the other hand, imagination and design usually pre¬ 
vailed over probability or nature . 3 Hence we see. once again, 
that the Egyptians experimented with Mesopotamian inventions 
during die formative phase of their civilization but soon rejected 
what was uncongenial- 

There remain two fields in which Mesopotamian example 
have produced results more important than those wc have discussed 
so for. They arc architecture and writing. With the Pint Dynasty, 
monumental brick architecture makes is appearance in 2 form, 
both as regards material and plan, which recalls the ProtoUceraic 
temples of Mesopotamia/ It is a moot point whether bricks were 


1 Gebel d Arab knifediandle (Fig- 23J; Small Louvre pd™ (Cap«t. op. tit., 
233. Fit- 174) > Lion palette (Ciput, op. til,, iJJ. Fig 1 p uj !<•. '*?• ' ’ 

Zdt i Yuiwsef Saul, Reyal Eft&atieiu at Satfxa and Helvon, W'l’ Suppttmtnt 
CU.T Aimakf Ju Swift dtt Atiiiyoitif if l"Ejgipf*. 166. Fig. 14- 

* The Egyptian manner of representing carnivores and their prey is ahowo in 
ills central row of atH tuilt on the Hunters palette [Fig. ij) where ihe> ■ 1 PP CW 
in headlong fiigbL Sec also the Small Hicrekonpofo palette ami Egypcun 
renderings of the imiorictl periods, In Mesopotamia the prey is «•»»“ as 
uuaifaueti by die attack ; our Fig. 14, toe instance, can be nutdied by a sol 
(Frankfort, CyWrr Stds. Plate V a) where a lion is shown sinking has daw» 
into , bull's hindtnnnr n. The hull stands u m our %iw. This a bw one 
example from many . Another msunct of this rendering in Egypt a found on 
a maoehcad from Himakonpoli* (Cip«i, tf. dt. 97 . Fig- 6 i) with aicenwtmg 
do« and liow, cad! of which attach the one before him with reedi and cW 
This tvpc of design, a circular mecrtuckiDg by amyiiwo of the individual iiguro, 
i, characteristic for Mesopotamia and occurs on numerous cylinder seals on the 
it] v cr V1K of EniaoeiM, and on the macehcad of M«ilira of Kish i& die Louvre. 

* See iTmkfort, CpUnJtr Seal** Epilogue tt piuim. i( 

* Sct Frankfort, "The Origin of Monumental Architecture in Egypt, m 

Aififiitan feurej l i?/ Semitic long Ifflj Liieratum, LVIll (ty*r). In 

(ids article wc have not only discussed tbe detailed technical umilartues berwreo 
recessed bnck biultbng in the evro countties but * 1 » demonstrated the inadequacy 
of prevalent eipUimnous of the Egyptian exmiplo, " irrespective ©f the tact 
that they Med CO account for the contemporary mMrucanfl of similar buddings 
in Mesopotamia-" 
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made in Egypt in prehistoric times. In Persia, Mesopotamia, and 
Asia Minor (Memn) they were used on a great scale from the Al 
Ubaid period onwards, and were known even earlier. In Egypt a 
few bricks have been found in prehistoric content, but not actually 
in walls, and whether they were used for buildings mav well be 
doubted, since in Nubia, where prehistoric culture continued to 
flourish even after die accession of Mens, bricks were used only 
at a later date. Moreover, a design on die Hunters' Palette (Fig. 2j). 
and hieroglyphs representing traditional palaces and shrines, indicate 
chat predytiasric public buildings were made of wood and matting, 
or perhaps of wattle and daub. It is likely that the palaces and other 
important buddings of the First Dynasty were still made of those 
materials. 1 But in this dynasty highly sophisticated brick architec¬ 
ture is suddenly used in the construction of graves. 

In Egypt secular buddings were at all times less permanent than 
tombs and temples, When, from die Third Dynasty onwards, 
these were built of scone, houses and palaces were still built of 
brick. And this distinction holds good for all subsequent periods. 
Under the Pint Dynasty, when brick architecture came into its 
own, tljis new and more permanent architecture was used, at first, 
for the royal combs which were decorated with buttresses and 
recesses on all four sides (Figs, +6,47, 50). This ornamentation was 
achieved, in some cases (Fig. 46),® by the use of two kinds of bricks 
—large ones for the core of the budding and smaller ones for the 
recessing. These small bricks are of a size and shape peculiar, in 
Mesopotamia, to the latter half of the Protolicerate period and were 
used in an identical fashion, three rows of stretchers alternating as 
a rule with one row of headers.* The recesses and buttresses 
duplicate exactly the recessing of Protolitcrate temples. Other 
technical details—-the manner in winch a plinth or platform is 
constructed (Fig. 47),* the use of short timbers inserted horizontally 

1 This dad not imply dm they mist have been mean structure). In Uganda, 
for instance, no fewet than a thouutiJ men arc continuously engaged in die 
royal enclosure on budding and rrpam (John Riwcoc, 7Ttt Bajpmii, j«). 

* See also fierebardt, " Das Grab ties Mena." in Zeiaekfifi for Aegyptisthe 
Sprxkt, XXXVI (]$$»}, 87-103, 

* This ii the kitmtfvnftrlurJ, observed by the excavators cfEmh (£. Hemrith, 
Sihilf und Lrhm, 40) and of Tel! Aamar (Delougaz and Floyd. FteS&jrnnid Tempirx 
in the DifiSa Region, Chicago, 1942]. 169, fig. 127}. 

4 b our figure* and in the tomb of Ncitbotcp (*’ Das Grab da Metis 
see n. 2 , above), the iTnffntrn, like the Babylonian temples, appear id itnid 
on a brick platform ; bur nt reality a low revetment wu bmlr up against the 
Outside of die Wilh after these bad been built up —complete vriih rce&irs — 
from the foundations. In Babylonia this apparent platform is called a him 
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the strengthening in the niches (Figs. 49 p 5 ^)—likewise reflect 
Mesopotamian usages of the Protoliterate period (Pig- 4®)- 1 h* 
Mesopotamia the whole method of recessed brick building cm 
be seen to come into being, starting with the temples at Eridu and 
Tepe Gawra of the Al Ubaid period (when the buttresses, widely 
spaced, seem merely to strengthen the wallsj^ until, in the Proto- 
literate age (Fig. 4 j) f the exact degree of complexity was reached 
with which brick building appears under die First Egyptian dynasty* 
unheralded, and yet with every refinement of which the material 
is capable. Contemporary bur simplified renderings of these 
buildings on Protobrerate cylinder seals in Mesopotamia resemble 
those on First Dynasty monuments in Egypt (Figi- 43* 43 * 44 )-" 
There are differences, too, which indicate that the Mesopotamian 
renderings were not copied in Egypt* but tint the Egyptian and 
Mesopotamian renderings are abbreviations of buddings which 
themselves were closely alike. The towers appearing on the Stde 
of Djet (Kg. 43) are found in the later part of the Proiohieratc period 
(Fig. 4 2. right)* Entrance towers with straight sides were, since 
Eariv Dynastic rimes, in use in Mesopotamia but nor in Egypt* 
where the pylon with a pronounced batter was developed. 

In view of this great variety of detailed resemblances there 
can be no reasonable doubt that the earliest monumental brick 
architecture of Egypt was inspired by that of Mesopotamia where 
it haft 4 long previous history. In conclusion* ic is w F orth norice 
that the architectural forms used in Mesopotamia (ot temples 
were applied in Eeypt to royal tombs and royal Hides. 3 Bui th.en T 
Pharaoh—in life and m death—was a god* Stone architecture, so 
iharacterbric for Egypt in historical rimes* replaced bricks in the 
royal tombs tom the Third Dynasty onward* 

We must turn, finally, to the invention of hieroglyphic writmg. 
It is a moot pome whether it first appears on the macehead of 

1 Otir Fig, ihow* die impression* of these round tunbefi in the brri 
umrfc of the Wkire Temple at Erech, of whkh Fig. 43 dtowj the pko- Fig. 49 
ihows. a itwdca -jmplugtii found in a Fire Dynasty tomb at Xindtsii in 
Egypt, w h idi musics a recWed building with a similar stt=ngthening of round 
ttmbrrv. F%. JO ibowi. ah actual tomb found at Abu Rouh m Lower Egypt 
with some timber* itill in pbee, 

1 The Egyptian dengm ffip. 4*, +4 left* m suppowd to render a palace 
facade, m aamiptktn incapable of f*oof and Ignoring the fact slut the wmbi 
have Tf'CT Yf r f on all fan aid«. Bui whatever chc original of this dnign may 
have been* eh abbreviated tendering in %yp c reurmUrf an abbreviated rendering 
fl f templets in Mesopotamia (Fig. 44 ngbO very doady. 

* At Abvdos three of thoe* perltff* built muLer the Scratd DyiuMj* ramrt 
Sec Pcmr # Atji K UI (London, Pbta V-VHL 
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Scorpion {Fig. 26) h or whether the two signs on the Htmten* 
palette (Fie;, 23) mint count as writing. These cannot be read, 
although they may mean " shrine of (the earth-god) Akcru/ 1 
for this name is written with the double fore-quartered animal in 
the pyramid texts. Whether this palette or die Scorpion mace is 
the first inscribed monument, the appearance ofwriting falls within 
a period in which Mesopotamian influence has been proved tp exist. 

It lias been customary to postulate prehistoric antecedents for 
the Egyptian script, but dik hypothesis has nothing in its favour. 1 
In the aimak of the kingdom (which happen to survive In 1 version 
of the Fifth Dynasty), events are recorded only from the Pint 
Dynasty onwards* a fact suggesting that no written records of 
earlier times existed. Only some names of prehistoric chieftains 
were still known and entered in die annak as M kings >h preceding 
Mcncs. 1 

But the writing which appeared without antecedents at the 
beginning of die First Dynasty was by no means primitive- It 
has, in fact, a complex structure. It includes three different classes 
of signs ; ideograms, phonetic signs, and dea-rnibiativex 3 This is 
precise!v die same state of complexity which had been reached in 
Mesopotamia at an advanced stage ot die Protolitcnte period. 
There, however, a mote primitive stage is known in the earliest 
tablets* which used only ideograms. To deny, therefore; that 
Egyptian and Mesopotamian systems of wring are related 
amounts to maintaining that Egypt invented independently a 
complex and not very' consistent system at the very moment of 
being mfhienced in its art and architecture by Mesopotamia where 

1 Setoff ArskwoitgiKhe Bcitregt ?ur tkage JW Bustehtmg dtr Himglyphmxkrifi 
{Munchen, 1942). 

1 Set Kifigship <md the Godt, an and 350, n. 15. 

* We hive shown due m early Mcittporsmun scrip! wenk winding alike 
* L 10 live *' md ,+ arrow ”) could be written with the same sign and die 
meaning clarified by the addition i<r~ilf[mnsni£ivci which were not p renounced 
but indicated whit kind of notion wa* rendered. In Egypt from the fiat we find 
the ttmc devices in Use, The hieroglyph depicting 1 rib can also be used to render 
the verb *" 10 approach/' in which ease two le£$ are added as a dclrnotmiivc 
Just as in Mesopotamia the picture of the arrow became a phonetic lign for fi + 
so the Egyptian signs become phonetic signs. There is* however, a difference. 
In Mesopotamia both coiuoflaitti and voweb were rendered by the signs, tq 
Egypt die vowch were ignored, and otiiy the uontotiaiiiil skeleton of the word 
wjj fendefisd. This was lEamed to the Egyptians, because the consonants of their 
worth remained constant while the voweh changed tn the conjugation and 
dcdrtisioti (as with die verb "" to break 1 has in the past tense 1 he broke "), 
To return to out example, the picture of the nh hikhI for ipir when u tm-raqt 
fib* ii >p*t when it meant +l to approach/ 1 and to on. {This a the vcxalaatioo in 
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a precisely similar system had just been developed from a marc 
primitive stag e, To state this view is, of course* to reject it. 

Butt again T die Egyptians did not copy the Mesopotamiati system 
slavishly ; they were merely stimulated to develop a script of 
their own* once die notion that language could be rendered 
graphically had been conveyed. The writing vipns—Ehc " hiero¬ 
glyphs *'—which they invented have nothing at all in common 
with the Mesopotaiiiian signs. They depict Egypt™ objects ; 
they depict them faithfully : and they remain to the end exact 
pictures in the majority of cases, In Mesopotamia the tendency to 
use abstracE symbols was strung from the beginning, and prevailed 
at an early date. And before the middle of the diird millennium 
even die pic eg grams had los t all trace of semblance to the objects 
they originally rendered (Fig- 13), This contrast between rite 
Egyptian and Mesopotamian scripts undoubtedly has a twofold 
cause. The Egyptians always loved the pictorial rather chan the 
abstract and had a strong inclination towards the concrete. This 
tendency (which also prevented them from distorting a n i m al forms 
for the sate of ornament a] schemes) made them adopt and retain 
minute images as writing signs. But* in the second place, writing 
was at first used in Egypt for a purpose different from that eg which 
the Mesopotamians put it. tii Mesopotamia writing was invented 
to serve the practical needs of administration. In Egypt if was 
used, at first* as an element nil monumental art* in the form of legends 
added to relicts (Figs. 30 * ~7. ^S), 

The legends fixed the identity of the figures m the reliefs which 
could be made explicit only by die adding of names and titles. 
But once writing was introduced* it was—in Egypt use< ^ 

for practical purposes ; and this required a shorter and more 

Coptic p the latest stage of Egyptian which used the Greek alphabet and, therefore* 
wrote vowels.) The phonene: ^aiue of the sign of the rib is therefore Is 
this way the Egyptians adapted lisc notion of how language might be rendered 
(which they evidently got from Mesopotamia) to the peculiarities of their owe 
I qrigi^ gi- | do not wine ro niggctt that Egyptian Ptowrily cab for a script 
in which only the consonania are written. SdurfF (for* rif.)* points otii that 
Hebrew and Arabic developed m their punctuatfon a method of tendering the 
changing votaliadon tkftgpde the permanent conso n a ntal skeleton of the 
words. 

Some of the phonroc siitns of Egypcnu COBOX of only one tonsonant. b a 
djsciojsou concerned with Egyptian writing there would be no reason why they 
should be mmnoned m puticnUc. *mtx they do nor Met m principle from the 
other signs- But tn * wider historical contra! the iigtu with the value of a single 
consonant wr of unique importance : duty seem to be the distant anersron of 
ihe alphabet. 
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cursive senpt* to the tomb of Djct r the fourth king of the First 
Dynasty, a note in cursive script has been discovered i 1 and it 
has been pointed out 1 that documents must have been in common 
use in die Second Dynasty since the sign of the papyrus roll, tied 
up and sealed, is used from then on. For monumental inscriptions, 
however, the pictorial hieroglyphs were used even under the 
Roman emperors. 

In view of die doubt which persists in many quarters, it seems 
worth while to represent the evidence for Mesopotamian influence 
in Egypt at about 5000 —excluding writing—in a table which 

shows that we are confronted, not by a few random resemblances, 
but by a group of related phenomena And this is, in fact* corrobor- 
aicd by the observation that the foreign features in Egypt all derive 
from one and the same phase of Mesopotamian civilization* namely, 
the later part of the Protoliterate period, 3 Now this phase (formerly 
called after jamdat Nasr) represents an age of expansion : a richly 
equipped temple was built at flrak in Northern Syria (sec above, 
p. 73) ; Mesopotamian tablets were found not only at Sosa in 
Id am but at Sialk near Kashan in Central Persia {Fig * 51) l and 

1 Petrfe R&yd TfrttfcjjK 1* Place 19 b No. 11, 1 SeharfF, op. rit. 

1 Some features of Mcsvpotannau civilization remain almost unaltered during 
the prtPE^hteratc period* hence it is very important tint the Egyptian luiki ran 
be proved to derive from die Isner parr* which is known to be a rime dfexpansion 
in jny Qit. The evidence for the synch roniaaiion of the rise ot O^Tuaty E in 
Egypt with the later pin of the Froiolisciitc period m Mesopotamia consists 
of three groups = 

The cylinder scab found in Egypt all bdong to the " Jamdat Nasr “ style 
2nd do not Include any of die earlier uric, known from &cal impiessiarts found 
in Archaic Layer [V at Erect Likewise 1 burnt: arc examples of the brocade style 
which succeeds the jamdac Nasr style m Early Dynastic I. Thus the upper and 
lowet limits of the period during which contact took place are defined. 

(fr) The small bricks used in ircesiing at Naquii and Saqqant (Fig- 46) afC 
p^redominant in the Ltcf pan of the Protolitcrafie period in Mesopotamia. In 
dir earlier pan larger bricks aie used; in the subsequent Early 

Dynastic period the bricks are ptamxonvrx. 

(r) During the ProEfiliccnie period Mesopotamian buildings were dccontcd 
all around with elaborate recesses (Figs, *5* 4 ®} h md this is the decoration found 
in die earliest monumental build bigs in Egypt, the tombs at Niqada. Abykw. 

cil. In Eiriv Dymsdc Mesopotamia simplified receding all around 
became the style; and the multiple recessing war reserved foe towers Hanking 
temple entrances {Fig. 19). These towm are introduced in Mesopotamia m the 
later half of ibc FrotoWfate period ai a seal impress inn sbowi (Hg 42 right}* 
The abbreviated renderings of recessed btfihlmgs. in Egypt show both in hiildmp 
and buddings with 10wen iRg. 42, left; 45.44).* eomburafioft which corresponds 
nridirT With die earlier part of the Protalitnarc period nar with the Early Dynastic 
period m Mesopotamia but only with the later part of the Ptotobnuatc period 
Again* the upper and lower limits of the period of coniact art defined. 
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Me^potamian cyhiidm were found. nor only at the place* 
tnctiaoncd just QiOWp but as far afield as Cappadocia and Troy* 
At a time when Mesopotamian influence radiated in all directions 
it was but natural that it should touch Egypt also- Thus the traces 
of Mesopotamian arts and crafb which we find in pre^ and proto- 
dynastic Egypt represent but one more manifestation of the expan¬ 
sion of Mesopotamia during the latter part of the Protoliteratc 
period. 

MESOPOTAMIAN INFLUENCE IN FRE- AND 
PROTODYNASTIC EGYPT 

I. Evidence Outside the fmn of Amt. 

A. Mesopotamian ObjfOi found in Egypt 

l. Three cylinder seals of the hsc Froeolireratc period. 

0 T Mesopotamiam Usages temporarily adopted in Egypt 
U Sealing with engraved cylinders, 

Z- Recessed brick building for mQnuuietial purposes. 

C Mesopotamian Objects depkitd on Egyptian Monuments. 
t. Costume, on the Gebel d Aral knifr-iiindic. 
a. Scalloped battle-axe on fragment of Ute predynasrie 
ftonc vase. 1 

j. Ships, on Cebel d Arak knife-handle. i+ decorated " 
vases, and ivory bbeb of Knt Dynasty. 1 

IL Evidence in the Finn oe AiT* 

A. Mesopotamian Met if deputed in Egypt- 

t. Composite animals. espedaUy winged gritfun and 
serpent-necked frillies. on plettm and knife-handle. 
a r Group of hero dominating two lions, on Gebd d 
Arak knife-handle and in tomb at Hkraionpolk 
I + pain of entwined animal** on knife^4iaiidlc3 and 
Manner palctte- 

B. Mesopotamian peculiarities of Style apparent in Egypt 

r. Anti then cal group* on kmfc-Jwjjdlca and palettes. 
z„ Group of carnivore attacking impassive prey 'tr knifes 
handles. 

j- Drawing of musculature* on Gebd d Arak knife-handle. 

* Tim object is depicted in Capon. rit., 100. Fig, 70, md SchorC Dw 
Ahntumet der Vor- ™/ ErUkedt Atgyptens, D, Fkic u* No- t 08. 

1 There are no parallel* in Egypt in haonried ttma for the ships with verticil 
prow and stem, whole the Mesopotamian kfan—represented in silver* *£■ tn 
the Royal Tombs ai Ur—assumes that shape. See Woolley. The Royal Orrery, 
Plate 1O9, and p for older literature, Frankfort* Studies in Emy Pottery of the Atatf 
Bast, L i|£ ft 
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It would, however, be an error to sec the birth of Egyptian 
dvilkarion as a consequence of contact with Mesopotamia. The 
signs of change accumulating towards the end of the predynasrie 
age are too numerous and die outcome of the change is too 
emphatically Egyptian in its general character and its particulars 
to allow us to speak of derivation or dependence. In fact* Meso¬ 
potamian influence can be entirely discounted—except in the field 
of writing—without altering in any essential respect the outcome 
of die change. We have said elsewhere that there is no necessity 
to assume Mesopotamian influence in order to esqjlain the develop¬ 
ment of Pharaonic civilization, but it so happens that we have 
evidence that such influence was, in fact, exercised. We observe 
that Egypt, in a period of intensified creativity, became acquainted 
with the achievements of Mesopotamia ; that it was stimulated \ 
and that it adapted to its own rapid development such dements as 
seemed compatible with its efforts. It mostly transformed what it 
borrowed and after a time rejected even these modified derivations- 

It is unfortunate that we cannot vet answer the question where 
and how contact between Egypt and Mesopotamia was established. 
We only know the time at which it took place. The signs of 
Sumerian influence point, one and all, to the Protolitcratc period 
in Mesopotamia, and more especially to the latter half of char 
period ; and they appear in Egypt towards the end of the Gcrzcan 
period and during the very beginning of the First Dytiasty. This 
is. of course, an invaluable synchronism, even though it is still 
impossible to express it in exact dates. It may also have a bearing 
on the question in which locality contact was established* 

In Egypt , signs of contact with Sumer almost cease after Nartneris 
reign . and since contact with Syria increased rather than diminished 
during the First Dynasty, it seems unlikely that the Mesopotamian 
influences reached Egypt from the north. The argument is not 
conclusive; we have seen that Sumerian culture moved upstream 
along the Tigris and Euphrates, and that a great temple was built 
at Brak on the Khabur in North Syria in Pmtoliteraie times. But 
in Syria we do uot find signs that native culture was deeply affected 
by contact with Sumer. This may be due to the incompleteness 
of our evidence ; or it may be dial Syrian culture was so Ltnpro¬ 
gressive that it could not profit from such contact in the way Egypt 
demonstrably did. But before we accept this view we must consider 
an alternative. 

It is possible that dbc Egyptians came into contact with Meso¬ 
potamia in the south, on the route which led from the Red Sea, 
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past Southern Arabia, to the Persian Gulf. There are cwo arguments 
against tliis assumption : it lias no analogy in historical rimes ; 
and there is absolutely no sign of contact with Egypt to be found in 
Mesopotamia. But it is possible that the meering^place was a region 
along die southern route* outside Sumer. In both Sumerian and 
Egyptian temples censing wish aromatics was usuah In the rime 
of Herodotus* frankincense was used for this purpose in Babylon, 
but we do not know at what date this was first introduced. In 
Egypt frankincense was known very early ; if that holds good for 
Sumer also* contact might have been established in the regions 
from which frankincense was obtained—Southern Arabia or the 
Somali coast. There missions might have met, or middlemen 
might have acquainted Egyptians with Sumerian achievements. 
We know that die route to the Red Sea from Egypt—through the 
Wadi Ha mm am at—Taras used at a very early date. Archaic statues 
of the god Min were found at Koptos at the Egyptian end of that 
route. 1 They bdong to the end of the Gerzean period or to dhe 
First Dynasty, and bear designs scratched on their sides which 
include the sword of the swordfish and ptcroceras shells, found in 
the Red Sea. But the bearing of these frets upon the question where 
contact between Egypt and Sumer took place must remain, for 
the moment, a maner of surmise. 

J Petrie* JCcpfej (London, t%$6) r Pkia 111, IV* V 4 ; Otpirt. be tfL. JJJ., 
Rg. iGtf 
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